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purpose sji
Facility 4,

. (Ground Floor)

Sri Vedantha Desikar Devasthanam's
'Kamala Thothadri Hall',

a new Multi-purpose Facility for
conducting small functions, upanyasams,
music programmes, etc., available for
rent at No. 25/13, Chitrakulam South
Street, Mylapore Chennai - 600 004.

Further details at the temple office.
Phone: 044-24953799,
044-43863747.
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Truly A Century of Devotion

FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

ith the divine grace of Maadamaamayilai Divya Dampathis and the boundless blessings of our Acharya
Sarvabhouman Sri Vedantha Desika, we are delighted to present the 100th issue of the Devasthanam’s
monthly journal ‘Desika Sandesam’ to our esteemed readers and devotees.

A Milestone Worth Celebrating

What began in the Chithirai month of Vilambi year (April 2018) as a humble endeavour to keep devotees
connected with the festivals and divine events of our Devasthanam has, over the years, blossomed into a
cherished monthly companion for our extended community. As we present this landmark issue, we pause
to express our heartfelt gratitude to the Divya Dampathis and Swami Desika for their unbridled grace, and
to the Editorial Board, article contributors, photographers, donors, sponsors and devotees whose steadfast
support has made this journey possible. All issues published to date are available on the Devasthanam's
website, www.svdd.com.

Special Programme

The month of Aani commenced on an inspiring note at our Devasthanam with a special discourse by the
renowned Upanyaskar / speaker on Srivaishnavam, Sri Dushyanth Sridhar, titled 'Desikan Kodutha
Super-10', on the evening of June 15. This enlightening programme was arranged as part of the inauguration
of 'Kamala Thothadri Hall', a new multi-purpose facility on the ground floor of 'Sri Nivasam', the new Archaka
Quarters situated opposite the temple. Devotees who attended were richly blessed by this rare opportunity
to imbibe the teachings of Swami Desika through such a distinguished orator. The novel topic pertained to
Sri Desika’s hymn Nyasa Dasakam, and the audience was treated to lucid and engaging commentary on the
Stotra which highlights the Doctrine of Saranagati.

Aani further blessed our devotees with three significant festivals — Kodai Utsavam, Periyazhwar Satrumurai
and Nathamunigal Satrumurai — besides the ever-important annual Sudarsana Homam with the participation
of archakas from various Divyadesams, each conducted with due Vedic solemnity and devotion, drawing
devotees in large numbers. We record our sincere appreciation to the Archakas and other Kainkaryaparas
for their unstinted effort and commitment.

Change In Trust Board

There has been another change in the Trust Board, as Sri R. Mugunthan demitted office [F
on July 3 on completion of a five-year term as a Trustee. A Chartered Accountant by
profession, this was his third term in the role, and his experience was to the fore in a
distinguished stint of service. He led from the front in accomplishing two historic milestone |
events — the Sathamana Mahotsavam (marking the 100th anniversary of the installation, |,
in 1924, of Srinivasa Perumal and Alarmelmanga Thayar in our Devasthanam) and the |f
Maha Samprokshanam of the temple in March this year. The offering of the 'Golden
Chariot' was another highlight. The Devasthanam sincerely appreciates his commitment,
vision and valuable contribution to the cause of the temple.

The Electoral Board appointed Sri N. Kasturirangan, a proven corporate administrator
— with renowned groups of companies like TVS, ICICI and Shriram — as a Trustee in
Sri Mugunthan’s place. For Sri Kasturirangan, too, this will be a third term in office,
following his stints in 2000-2005 and 2016-2021 with the temple. We extend our warm
welcome and best wishes to Sri Kasturirangan, who assumed office on July 9, for another
fruitful term at the Lord’s service. The Board invokes the Divyadampathis’ and Acharya
Swami Desika’s abundant blessings on both the incoming and outgoing Trustees.

The month of Aadi will keep the devotees divinely engaged with the temple, with festivals
like Thiru Aalavandhar Thirunakshatram, Aadi-Pooram and the annual Jyeshtabhishekam.

May the divine grace of Perumal, Thayar and Swami Desika be upon us all! o
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We are also happy to inform our readers that,
based on requests from several parents in
our community, Desika Sandesam will soon
introduce a special Matrimonial Column in
the magazine as a free service to our society.
Interested parents may share the details of
prospective brides and bridegrooms, and this
new feature is proposed to be introduced
soon. Parents who wish to participate may
kindly furnish the details at the temple office
in advance so that they can be included in
the upcoming issue.

New Matrimonial Column
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Sponsorships and donations

towards publication expenses are welcome
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Important Tenet Of Our Sampradaya

The Divine Lass To Whom Love And Devotion Were Inseparable

Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

Aadi is a significant month in the Sri Vaishnava
calendar as we are to celebrate Thiru
AadipPooram, the day Andal manifested in this
world to be adopted as the daughter of Vishnu
Chiththa, also known as Periyazhwar. For the record,
Andal’s other well-known names include Godha and
Soodi-koduththa Naachchiyaar.

Andal’s unique status in our Sampradaya is, in a way,
akin to that of Nammazhwar as both don a dual role.
If Nammazhwar doubles up as an Acharya, Andal,
an incarnation of Bhu Devi, grew up to join and
embellish the ranks of Azhwars with her exquisite
poesy soaked in love and devotion.

In fact, there doesn’t seem even an iota of difference
between love and devotion in her quest of achieving
the ultimate goal — the Lord Himself. The shades
of eroticism discernible in her verses should not be
mistaken for mere human desire driven by physical
attributes. The fact that she was no ordinary girl but
very much an incarnation of a Consort of the Lord
Supreme should put the issue in proper perspective.

While the other Azhwars who took to Naayika
Bhavam had to draw from the realm of imagination
and feign femininity, it was so natural for Andal to
lament separation or rejoice union. This makes her
outpourings inherently effervescent and delectably
candid.

The story of Andal is widely known and hence, in
this Note, let me briefly bring forth the outline of
the works of this refreshingly expressive divine
lass. The lone female Azhwar has composed two
Prabandhams of literary brilliance — ThirupPaavai
(30) and Naachchiyaar Thirumozhi (143) — for a
total of 173 Paasurams.

ThirupPaavai:

ThirupPaavai is immensely popular and is recited
daily in all the temples. The month of Margazhi has
special significance what with its foremost theme
being observance of Paavai festival during this
month. The others to follow are: awakening girls
and urging them to join in the ‘Nonbu’, awakening
Kannan and praising Him and emphasising the
doctrine of self-surrender. (Saranaagathi).
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The glory of ThirupPaavai is well brought out
by VedapPiraan Bhattar, a descendant of the
Periyazhwar clan, in the following tribute which
begins with "Kodhai Pirandhan Oor":

. LMSSHMIGET STHGSD LI e &M@

Gausld JlMSHHGD AGSTSLD - CHMEMS LD
LEOWHGID LHSID WS el eny

EMEUWID &LDLILIGILD 6ULDLY.

"... ThirupPaavai washes away one's sins, shows
the way to the Lord and is the seed of all the Vedas.
Those who do not know the 30 Paasurams sung by
Andal are a burden to this earth."

Normally, we see the seed first and the offshoot
later. But in this case, all the philosophical ideas
contained in the ageless and legendary Vedas are
found compressed in this beautiful little hymn of
30 verses, which is of a relatively recent origin as
compared to the Vedas.

Naachchiyaar Thirumozhi:

This sweet Prabandham consists of 14 decads whose
synopses are as follows:
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. Thai Oru Thingalum: In the opening decad,
Andal seeks the help of the Love God Manmatha
in quest of her union with Sriman Narayana. She
avers not to live on if she ever heard that she
would be in wedlock with a mortal.

. Naamam Aayiram: This is about little cow-herd
girls playing in the sand and it starts with calling
out Narayana as one who is praised in a thousand
names. Fearing that a young and mischievous
Krishna would come and destroy the castle they
had built, they plead with him not to do so.

. Kozhi Azhaippadhan Munnam: The begging
of embarrassed young girls after Krishna's
mischievous act of stealing their clothes while
they bathe in a pond is recounted by Andal. The
girls praising him and pledging to oblige to his
diktats in an effort to get back their clothes and
save their honour is beautifully brought out here.

. Thelliyaar: Krishna’s anticipated arrival triggers
off reading of omens to that effect. The attributes
and great deeds of the Lord are sung by the cow-
herd girls and Andal recalls them in this decad.

. Mannu Perumpugazh: This is about urging
the Koel to reach for the Lord and fetch Him for
her sake. Andal cajoles and makes promises to
the bird in order to get her wish fulfilled while
describing the Lord with various adjectives.

. Vaaranamaayiram: This famous decad depicts
her auspicious dream of marrying the Lord as
Andal tells her friend the nuptial sequence as it
happened in the dream. These are: Decking up
of festoons, entering of the groom, her being
draped with bridal saree and garland, tying of
the talisman-thread, the groom storming into the
dais, holding hand-in-hand, circumambulating
the fire-altar, stepping on the grinding-stone,
feeding fire with puffed-rice and bathing with
scented water.

. Karuppooram Naarumo: Here Andal praises
the Conch and envies its great fortune of
proximity and physical contact with the Lord (as
itis blown by Him). In the opening Paasuram she
enquires of the Conch whether Lord Madhava’s
mouth and lips would bear the fragrance of
camphor or lotus and whether they are sweet or
tasty.

. Vinneela Melaappu: This is all about sending

the cloud for a messenger to the Lord of
Thiruvenkatam, expressing her loneliness and
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helplessness. Her woes of separation and longing
find ample and fitting outlet in this exquisite
decad.

9. Sindhura-Chempodi: Andal records here her

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

devotion to her favourite Lord Sundararaja of
Thirumaalirun-Cholai. She addresses a friend,
Karuvilai and Kaya flowers, koels and peacocks,
beetles, lakes and lotuses along the way and
tells them about the Lord’s deeds and her love.
In a highlight of the decad, Andal promises the
Lord with the offer of 100 containers of butter
and another 100 of sweet-rice, if only He would
come and accept them.

Kaarkkodal Pookkaal: In this decad, Andal
addresses various entities such as Kodal flowers,
Kaanthal flowers, Kovai creeper, Mullai creeper,
singing Koels, dancing peacocks, rain clouds, the
vast ocean and expresses her plight of loneliness.

Thaam Ugakkum: Her deep love for Lord
Ranganatha manifests here as she calls Him
sweet Lord who has beautiful locks of hair,
beautiful lips, beautiful eyes and a beautiful lotus
on His navel. She further calls Him the sovereign
Lord who reigns the entire universe.

Matru Irundheergatku: In a bold appeal to the
society, Andal submits that she be united with the
Lord. She tells people in a tone of disdain: "Your
advice to me on my affair with Madhava is like
the words of the mute to the deaf (will not have
any effect at all)". Not only that, she urges them
to take her to where the Lord was.

Kannan Ennum: Caught in the vortex of despair
and acute love-sickness for Krishna, Andal asks
that she be quenched with applying things that
are dear to the Lord, like His yellow vestment,
the cool Thulasi, the Vanamala, the spittle from
His sweet mouth, the trickle from the holes of
His flute, the mud trodden by Him, etc.

Patti Meyndhu: And, finally, she finds Him at
Vrundhaavan. Two groups of cow-herd girls are
engaged in beautiful exchanges — one enquiring
whether the other found Krishna and the other
replying in the affirmative that they indeed saw
Him at Vrundhaavan.

The power of her determination finally prevailed in
her real life too as she united with Rangamannaar to
signal that the agenda of her incarnation was fulfilled.
Hail to Sri Andal!

(to be continued...)
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Swami Desika — Master of Analogy @

100 Gems from Srimath Rahasya-thraya Saaram

Smt. Padmalatha Sridharan, Chennai

Analogical Gems 16 to 20

16. How those serving in the queen's quarters are
treated indulgently by the king (Parikara Vibhaga
Adhikaaram):

“Oibsiyr ufiep eapusdn GUTG”

"Swami Desika, while establishing the fact that
Prapathi is the means to obtain any end as desired by
the Prapanna, lists five objections that might possibly
arise and proceeds to rip into shreds every single
one. The first one is — How could the Lord bear to
tolerate our approach — we the sinners, who commit
innumerable sins per second? This indeed seems
to be remarkable but there is a simple explanation.

Since we surrender to the Piraatti first, we become
the object of Her recommendation (Purushakaaram)
to the Lord to forgive our sins. Hence we are treated
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soft corner for those working in the queen's quarters
and is tolerant towards their misdeeds. Taking it
further, even though the Lord is Omniscient, He is
said to be ignorant of our sins! Such is the glory of
Piraatti's recommendation. How could He refuse
to pay heed to Piratti's words? So we can boldly
approach Him for surrender even though we are
blatantly undeserving of his mercy.

17. How a great emperor is easily satisfied by a small
offering (Parikara Vibhaga Adhikaaram):

“SleoL ULIMRGHHTCEO CUEHTTILETTE °e3Mb
smieueILaTDENET ! GLIMG6n”

This analogy pertains to the third objection, that is,
how the Lord, who is complete in Himself, without
wanting for anything, could be wooed by the simple
act of Prapathi? It is true that there is nothing
unattainable for Him and hence He does not need
any favours from anyone.

But, just like an amiable emperor who is pleased
with any small offering from his subjects, the Lord
is gratified that we performed the simple act of
Prapathi which is the only excuse needed for Him
to shower his blessings upon us. Here the emphasis
is on the amiability of the emperor since if he were a
cruel one, there is no question of him being pleased
by humble offerings. Sriman Narayana's quality of
Mercy is the only shelter for us which transforms
the simple act of Prapathi into a great deed befitting
the fruit thereof, namely Moksha.

18. How the king while feeding his son feeds the pet
parrot alongside (Parikara Vibhaga Adhikaaram):

“SMGam® @66 STwsster HaloH@l LT G
H60015HB6E0”

The fifth objection is how the Supreme Lord (who is
discerning), could grant the wishes of all Prapannas
irrespective of their qualifications in terms of birth,
knowledge etc.? The answer is poignant. The Lord
feels that He is obliging Himself by helping His
beloved Prapannas obtain their desire. When the
beneficiary is self, where is the question of looking
into the antecedents of the seekers? Swami Desika
cites the anecdote from Srimath Ramayana, wherein

Caudls enBGzUTD © LITTUG - Iyl



it is stated that when Sri Rama left Ayodhya for Sri
Vaikuntam he took all the living things of Ayodhya
with him be they animals, plants or trees!

The analogy here is how the king while feeding his
son with sweet, nourishing milk, extends the same
privilege to a mere bird, the pet parrot. Similarly,
while granting Moksha, Sriman Narayana does not
differentiate between a highly qualified, scholarly
Brahmin and an ignorant animal as long as they are
Prapannas!

19. How a citizen offers his belongings to the king
even though everything automatically belongs to the
king (Saanga Prapadhana Adhikaaram):

“oetTemIenLIL SIEULSMS TTRIEYSES 2 LIQDIILDNG:S
Qsm@LUTenTL CuTGen”

This analogy has to be studied carefully since it could
be misleading otherwise. While the citizen need not
necessarily feel or realise that what he offers to the
king is the king's property itself, the person who is
performing prapathi has to mandatorily realise that
the soul is the property of the Lord.

Some people were of the view that Sri Alavandhaar
regretted his Prapathi and thus he spake in his Sthotra
Rathnam (53) that "when I know I and mine are
Yours how and with what can I surrender unto You?"

Swami Desika refutes this surmise strongly and says
that the inner meaning of Sri Alavandhaar's sloka is
that, if a person proceeds to offer his soul to the Lord
without fully understanding its nature and thinking of
it as his own, then he is not absolved from the crime
of soul-theft. To explain it more clearly, we are all

guilty of theft if we think that our soul belongs to
us instead of the Lord. If we perform Prapathi with
this misconception, it will not be effective. It is like
a person offering his land, house etc., to the king,
who is actually the real owner of all the property in
his kingdom.

So, the point is, a Prapanna should reflect and realise
before Prapathi that he is returning the property (the
soul) that he had misappropriated, to the rightful
owner (the Lord).

20. How piercing an object with an arrow is
accomplished in one second by an expert archer
(Saanga Prapadhana Adhikaaram):

“SIGme ML ELMSWIDTET STHIGRSHEDIEDLU E0SOQUI
GeuFMTGGLDMe Limevor GLDMEnQLD Faewl &SIBSUILDTHDIL
GunGev”

One may wonder as to how all the components of
Prapathi and the actual performance could be deemed
to be done in one second as portrayed in the Sasthras.

To clear this doubt, Swami Desika proffers a fitting
analogy. Piercing an object with an arrow involves
various steps like fixing up the object, determining
the point of piercing, testing the bowstring, choosing
the arrow, taking aim, etc. But an experienced
archer can do it all in a trice, courtesy perfection
attained through years of practice. Similarly, the
actual Prapathi is completed in a second, while the
pre-requisites and the five components (Angas)
have been included in the single thought process as
encompassed in the three Manthras for performing
Prapathi.

(to be continued...)
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SVDD thanks 'A Devotee’
for sponsoring this month's issue of Desika Sandesam
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