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Charting A New Course

FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

ith the divine grace of Maadamaamayilai Divya Dampathis and the boundless blessings of our Acharya
Sarvabhouman Sri Vedantha Desikan, we are delighted to present the 99th issue of Desika Sandesam
to our esteemed readers and devotees.

The month of Vaikasi witnessed the grand celebration of the Annual Brahmotsavam of our Devasthanam.
The enthusiastic participation of a large number of devotees, well-wishers and volunteers made the celebrations
a memorable and spiritually uplifting experience.

As we enter the auspicious month of Aani, several significant spiritual events have been planned for the
benefit of devotees and the welfare of society at large.

Aani Utsavams

Seven-Day Kodai Utsavam: The annual Kodai Utsavam will be celebrated for seven days with special
alankarams, aradhanams and purappadus. This festival provides devotees an opportunity to offer their humble
service to the Lord during the summer season and receive His divine blessings.

Sri Sudarsana Mahayajnam: One of the most important spiritual events scheduled during Aani is the Sri
Sudarsana Mahayajnam. The performance of Sudarshana Homam and Mahayajnam is extolled in our
scriptures for bestowing numerous benefits, including:

® Removal of obstacles and adverse influences.
® Protection from diseases and negative forces.
Prosperity, peace, and harmony in family life.
Success in righteous endeavours.

Spiritual progress and divine grace.

Welfare of society, environmental harmony, and universal peace.
Grand Opening of New Facilities

We are immensely pleased to announce the Grand Opening of the newly constructed ‘Sri Nivasam’
(Archaka Quarters No. 2) and ‘Kamala Thothadri Hall’— A Multi-Purpose Facility on 15th June 2026.

These facilities have been created with the objective of serving the needs of our Archakas and providing
enhanced amenities for devotees and community activities. This has been achieved only through the generous
support and unwavering commitment of our donors and well-wishers. On behalf of the Devasthanam, we
place on record our heartfelt gratitude to all of them.

New Matrimonial Column

With a view to strengthening bonds within our community and serving the needs of devotees, we are happy
to introduce a Matrimonial Column in Desika Sandesam from this issue onwards. Devotees seeking suitable
alliances are encouraged to make use of this free community service. For registration and further details,
devotees may kindly contact the Devasthanam Office.

Towards a Historic Milestone

As we prepare to celebrate the publication of the 100th issue next month, we reflect with gratitude on this
remarkable journey. What began as a humble effort to connect devotees and disseminate spiritual knowledge
has today become a cherished monthly publication.

We convey our sincere appreciation to the members of the Editorial Board, contributors, advertisers, sponsors
and readers whose encouragement and support have enabled the uninterrupted publication of the magazine
month after month. We look forward to celebrating the forthcoming centenary issue with all our devotees.

May the divine blessings of Swamy Desikan, Sri Lakshmi Hayagriva and the Divya Dampathis be upon all
devotees and their families. e
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SRI NIVASAM
KAMALA THOTHADRI nm.,e,\

New Multi-purpose Facility

= anew Multi-purpose Facility for conducting small
functions, upayasams, music programmes, etc.,

SVDD's

Sri Vedantha Desikar Devasthanam's
'Kamala Thothadri Hall',

available for rent at
No. 25/13 Chitrakulam South Street,
Mylapore, Chennai - 600 004.

For further details, contact the temple office. Phone: 044-24953799, 044-43863747.
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ivaaha Obandesam
(Free Matrimonial Column)

BRIDEGROOM WANTED

Shadamarshana gothram, June 1994,
Anusham, ht 5.3, Iyengar Vadakalai,
BA BL Hons, ACS, Tax and Corporate
Litigation Lawyer, Chennai.

Proficient in Carnatic music, Parents in
Chennai, Looking for well-qualified boys, good
family. 9444034491.

* % % k%

Shadamarshana gothram, June 1994,
Anusham, ht 5.3, Iyengar Vadakalai, MBBS,
PG Opthalmology DNB, pursuing Fellowship
Superspeciality, Chennai.

Proficient in Carnatic music, Parents in
Chennai, Looking for well-qualified boys,
good family. 9444034491.
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Important Tenets Of Our Sampradaya

Periyazhwar’s In-Advance Submission To Arangan

Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

he aura and grandeur of Lord Ranganatha and

Ranga Naachiyaar can only be felt and not easily
be described in words. The nostalgia of the occasion
would be too overwhelming for those who have had
the taste of worshipping them.

What has given such an exalted and unique status
to Srirangam? The reasons are innumerable.
To list a few, Lord Ranganatha is celebrated as
‘Periya Perumal’. He is the Lord held as treasure
of the Ikshvaahu clan (gifted by Brahma) and
was worshipped by Sri Rama Himself. He is the
only Lord whom all the Azhwars have sung. He
is the Lord credited with the maximum number
of Pasurams as Mangalaasaasanam by Azhwars.
The Pranavaakaara Vimanam is a great pride of the
temple. The Divyadesam is the chosen and cherished
place of stay of many an Acharya. It is the abode of
the evolution of the Sampradaya and a major hub of
Srivaishnava activities.

We are all aware that the cardinal principle of
our Sri Sampradayam so thoroughly propounded
with profundity by Sri Ramanuja and established
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ingeniously by Swami Desika is ‘Self Surrender’.
Put in simple terms, it is about reserving a place in
the Lord’s abode (Sri Vaikunta) in advance.

Shifting the burden of responsibility squarely on
the Lord is an inherent element of the Principle of
Surrender. Periyazhwar showed the way in the decad
‘Thuppudaiyaarai’ (Periyazhwar Thirumoshi 4-10).
In a classic expression of solemn and powerful
appeal, the Azhwar puts the onus of saving him in
his final days on the Lord of Arangam.

Swami Desika, ever one to faithfully tread the path
shown by great sages, Azhwars and Poorvacharyas,
embellished the Sampradaya with his incomparable
works. In the fourth Sloka of Nyasa Dasakam he
submits thus: "O! Consort of Sri, grantor of desired
boons (Abhishta Varada!), I have surrendered to You;
please lead me to Your feet when I am done with this
body (after death)".

We shall have a look at Periyazhwar’s outpourings
in this Note.

e [t is with the intent of being helped in times of
need that one befriends competent persons. [ am
unworthy, yet I surrendered unto You because
You saved the elephant Gajendra when he was in
distress. I will not (be able to) meditate on You
when inflicted by illness. Hence, this prayer of
mine in advance, O Lord of Srirangam reclining
on a serpent couch!

® You must make it a point to remember me when
I die. For You are capable of not letting the
thought about You entering the mind when Yama’s
messengers come and torture me with twisted
tongues. Hence, now itself T am letting You know
this, O bearer of the conch and discus and Lord
of Srirangam reclining on a serpent couch!

e When [ approach the entrance of the nether world
and Yama’s men beat and grab me, I will have
no power then to say ""stop!” Hence I prate Your
names whenever I can here and now. You must
all the time bear me in mind and save me from
miseries, O bearer of the discus and conch and
Lord of Srirangam reclining on a serpent couch!

® Lord whose greatness even Siva and Brahma
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cannot comprehend! You are the first cause of
all the worlds, and one who became the three-
syllabled Pranava Manthra! When Yama’s agents
think that “this is the end of his life’ and come and
grab me forcefully, You must come and rescue me
from them, O Lord of Srirangam reclining on a
serpent couch!

e Supreme Lord reclining on Adhi Sesha in the
Milky Ocean! In order to create the world You
made Brahma out of Your lotus navel. Knowing
that the people on earth are mortal in nature,
You created Yama too at once. Hence, You must
protect me, O Lord of Srirangam reclining on a
serpent couch!

e Lord who became the earth, water, fire, air and
space! Merciless men of Yama will sure torture
me. Hence I have recalled Your names whenever
I can here and now. You must all the time bear
me in mind and save me, O my Master and Lord
of Srirangam reclining on a serpent couch!

e Substance of the Vedas, Lord of gods and my
Master, my Infinite Ambrosial delight, Lord of the
seven worlds and my Father! When Yama'’s agents

You. You must nonetheless protect me, O Lord of
Srirangam reclining on a serpent couch!

Lord who held aloft the Govardhana mountain
and saved cattle, Cow-herd Lord and my Master!
Right from the start to the present day I have
not once forgotten Your greatness. Hence You
must protect me from the agents of Yama when
they come and torture me, O Lord of Srirangam
reclining on a serpent couch!

take furtive forms and try to grab and torture me,
You must say ""Fear not!" and save me, O Lord
of Srirangam reclining on a serpent couch!

e Lord of Vaikunta, Lord of Celestials, Mathura-
born Wonder Kid, my Elephant Darling! I can
hardly understand any of Your mysteries. When
Yama’s men torture me I shall not be remembering

W OpVBHTHET HMDHBDES %
upoug Lgnlis) SiemLhaaisens@ 12 HIisen asnyuileomen

MBHBTLRBMENE OFIWLD cuensuled, S LGS S EnL6,
mo Caousvgtanddlen 'uf Caumads Sissn' Quimdl aimEng.

Periyazhwar makes this submission with a sound
knowledge and supreme confidence that Arangan
would surely oblige, and finally, in the Phala Sruthi,
assures that those who recite this decad of his with
purity of heart will become servants of the pure
gem-Lord Himself.

(to be continued...)
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Swami Desika — Master of Analogy @

100 Gems from Srimath Rahasya-thraya Saaram

Smt. Padmalatha Sridharan, Chennai

Analogical Gems 11 to 15

11. How the insects inhabiting the body of a lion are
carried from one hill to another effortlessly when
the lion jumps (Adhikaari Vibhaaga Adhikaaram):

"9 wemeouled BeiTmd @ WeweouiGe Smeyb efitbamn
FiIsS86 wHEsHmeT GG

This is an analogy with reference to Acharya Nishtai.
Swami Desika declares fervently that there is no
doubt about the fruition of Saranagathi done through
Acharya Nishtai as it is stated in Sandilya Smruti
thus:- ""There could be doubts about the devotees
of God attaining their goal but there is absolutely
no doubt that the devotees of these devotees
(Bhaaghavatha Bhaktas) would definitely get their
hearts’ desire".

The insects which live in the body of a lion need not
make any effort to cross from one a hill to another
as they would be carried automatically when the
lion jumps. Swami Desika states that this is an
example given by Sri Mudhaliaandaan, a nephew
of Sri Ramanuja who was of the view that when
Sri Ramanuja crossed the sea of Samsara, his direct
disciples also traversed the same without much
effort.

This holds good for all the Acharyas in our
Sampradaya who perform Acharya Nishtai for their
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disciples.

12. How the silk cloth in which the gem is kept, has
to be seen first before the gem can be seen (Upaya
Vibhaaga Adhikaaram):

"9 sreMBEED DSED STETDEESSH HNFEDT SHevTLTH
GunGed”

Swami Desika gives a detailed description of the two
Upayas, namely, Bhakthi Yoga and Prapathi in this
chapter. Bhakthi Yoga has two components — Karma
yoga and Gnana Yoga which lead to the realisation
of one’s own soul (Atma Saakshaatkaaram) before
progressing further.

Karma Yoga is the process of performing one’s
duties as prescribed in the scriptures as would his
birth and status (Varna and Asrama) warrant and
specific rituals like thapas, japam, homam, yagnam,
etc. without any desire for fruits. These duties and
rituals differ from Varna to Varna and Asrama to
Asrama and various combinations thereof. For
instance, a bachelor Brahmin, a married Brahmin, an
ascetic Brahmin, a bachelor Kshathriya, an ascetic
Kshathriya... each has a separate set of duties to
perform.

Gnana Yoga means continuous meditation of one’s
own soul with its unique aspects like atomness,
oneness, blissfulness, etc. This would lead to the

| 7 z ™
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realisation of one’s self which makes him eligible for
continuing with the Bhakti Yoga. Self-realisation is
a pre-requisite for Bhakti Yoga. It is in this context
that Swami Desika gives the example that one has
to see the silk cloth in which the gem is kept before
the actual gem can be seen.

The Lord resides as Antharyaami in our soul and so
the soul has to be experienced first before the Lord
can be seen through our mind.

13. How the form of Bhakthi Yoga is similar to the
flow of oil (Upaya Vibhaaga Adhikaaram):

"o snewy GuNGe”

This is a beautiful analogy for Bhakthi Yoga. Bhakthi
Yoga means uninterrupted and loving meditation
upon the Lord who is Omniscient, Omnipotent and
the Ultimate Independent Reality. This uninterrupted
meditation upon the Lord’s nature, form, attributes
etc. is compared to pouring of oil and this has to be
practised by the Bhaktha till his last breath.

It is interesting to note that this uninterrupted flow
of thought is compared to the flow of oil and not
to the flow of water. There is a scientific principle
involved here. When you pour water, even though it
may seem to be a continuous flow, actually there is
the presence of air bubbles which tend to disturb the
flow. But oil, when poured, has an undisturbed down
flow and hence it is held that the meditation upon
Sriman Narayana should be free from disruption by
other thoughts.

14. How a thirsty person rejoices upon seeing a pond
(Upaya Vibhaaga Adhikaaram):

"G LLLeieT SLTSESMSS Seonh GuIGe”

This analogy is simple and self-explanatory. There
are three stages in Bhakti Yoga — Para-bhakthi,

Para-gnanam and Parama-bhakthi.

The affectionate meditation as given in the previous
analogy is Para-bhakthi and the temporary realisation
of the Lord’s beautiful form in the mind is Para-
gnanam. Once this realisation has been achieved, the
Bhaktha rejoices like a thirsty person would upon
sighting a pond, his love for the Lord is increased
manifold and he longs for the union with the Lord.
He is unable to bear subsisting on the earth any
longer. This is Parama-bhakti and this would lead
to Moksha without much ado.

15. How milk tastes sour for a person with defective
bile (Parikara Vibhaaga Adhikaaram):

"Y88 2 LADSEmIGEL LT masGLII GG

Swami Desika takes up two instances from Srimath
Ramayana to demonstrate the five components
(Angas) needed for Prapathi (Ref. Analogy No.
9). The first one is Thrijata’s Saranaagathi to
Seetha Piraatti and the second is Vibheeshana’s
Saranaagathi to Sri Rama.

Vibheeshana advised his brother Ravana to entrust
the abducted Seetha Piraatti back to Sri Rama
which signified his good intentions. This constitutes
Aanukoolya Sankalpam. But the advice irritated
Ravana who was obsessed with desire. Just like a
person with defective bile cannot appreciate the
sweetness of milk, Ravana was blinded by his own
evil desire and hence refused to pay heed to the good
advice given by his brother. Furthermore, he was
enraged and ordered for Vibeeshana to be expelled
from his kingdom.

(Swami Desika’s apt use of medical parlance is
amazing! Is it any wonder that he was blessed with
the title ""Sarva Thanthra Swathanthra"?).

(to be continued...)

F

b

OpeIVBHTHAbDHSH QT MWy

5@ srflwrigst QFwieugnE, OFsmens wullemneo

ub Ceugibg Cadlan CaeusvgransSn@s Cenbgwnest
(G.K. wewr_uibd oyhdled) Siemmae eum_ensa@ el LiL(Hib.

NeurmisEhéE CoHaagea SMIassSmas5 G ClsmsTeraLb.
b Caugnig Calair Cxeausvgrearp,
4/11, Gageu CupeT Camuiley Fettestd) Clgm,
wulleorLiLpi, Gleestenesr 600 004. ClgneneoGLS: 044-2495 3799,

A

A

June - July 2026

39

Caudls enpBGzuTd @ LiTTU6 - gy 6ufl



M/QJZZ @cmamdi

K. Ramana Sundaram, ‘

F4, Divya Desam, ! \\\\K\; kj///a;
Maduram Guru Vilas Apartments, L SCid

G
X
141, Kutchery Road, Myapore, Chennai 600 004.

o v ¥on it¥ony i i Pow wri¥on Vo i wiWow i iWons ¥y ¥

AP NS R AN NS R R Ro % R o i i Rog

SVDD thanks Sri K. Ramana Sundaram
for sponsoring this month's issue of Desika Sandesam

June - July 2026 40 Caudls enpGzutd e LipTLe - oyevfl



WOSLDU  LIBTTInpanID
TG T T E /1::__,} T

™




.
B ’* > - 5t ol

N - o

D<) s oouotoon

$3 00

OV & I el

atle %
gn.f--.-vvc .'
'.m.

2 R T P
< lodisdiny
Sy PO —
D e i 4 T

N

ol g
'\






