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Sacred Waters, Divine Wedding And Golden Chariot
FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

ith the divine grace of Sri Alarmelmanga Sametha

Sri Srinivasa Perumal, the Devasthanam had the
immense fortune of conducting the grand Samprokshanam
Mahotsavam, which was celebrated with great devotion
and splendour over five auspicious days (March 12 to 16).
The sacred occasion was marked by Veda, Divya Prabandha |
goshti, with the participation of around 250 eminent <
scholars filling the precincts with the resonance of divine
chanting. The Samprokshanam was further sanctified by the [=
participation of revered Archakas from various Divyadesam
temples.

The evening of the Maha Samprokshanam day witnessed the
celestial Kalyana Utsavam of Perumal and Thayar, followed
by a magnificent Purappadu on the resplendent Thanga
Ratham through the Mada Veethis, drawing large gatherings | -
of devotees who were blessed with divine darshan.

We were deeply honoured by the gracious presence
and blessings of revered Acharyas, including His
Holiness Srirangam Srimad Andavan and His Holiness F
Poundrikapuram Andavan Swamigal, whose divine
Anugraham elevated the sanctity of the celebrations.

Following the Samprokshanam, the Devasthanam celebrated
the Sri Rama Navami Utsavam for 10 days with great
fervour. This was succeeded by the grand observance
of Panguni Uthiram, performed on a magnificent scale,
reflecting the devotion and collective participation of the §
devotees.

The sacred series of festivals continued with the annual
Pallava Utsavam, accompanied by Purana Patanam for three
days, enriching devotees with a spiritual and divine experience.

As we enter the auspicious month of Chithirai, preparations are underway for the Tamil New Year
celebrations, to be followed by the 10-day Bhashyakara Utsavam, and the Avathara Utsavam of Sri
Alarmelmanga Sametha Sri Srinivasa Perumal, which we look forward to celebrating with equal
grandeur and devotion.

The Devasthanam expresses its heartfelt gratitude to all donors, patrons, and devotees whose
wholehearted support and contributions made the Maha Samprokshanam and subsequent festivals
truly memorable. We humbly pray for continued patronage and participation in all future kainkaryams.

May the divine blessings of Perumal, Thayar and Swami Desikan be showered upon all! 3
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SNgCuweni_enm evbECevaflsss SHmeysTemd LDHM
1651 CameuevGert! (Sauudl rangd) reapems Sbeows:)”.

W BEITTWeRTeT HeauGer reags e

F&ppCweerd KGTCSTL IS GG me)srarnenL g e Cer!
SDDUTSL&GLGECS! YCUTSSBESHTSSSILSCW!
SOPUTSETSTLD QUTEPLD S6wTLiTS 61 68T & (15 Lo &l Gt/
FAnmeneuger Clemm Qs renr Fymom! SrCeCam
(Qupomst HmHGlwmHl 8-6)

@@ anob aeaTug (pesfleuraamens &N SSHS.
Saufiseng LTnigg e essd et mdl 1 ooy 6w
STTWIONSG FHESTLSTTRTWSS ener 6wl & mes
ubrmoett. oiepCaev. 2 e FaaflliLigL e 2 1og)
MCrrdlaenemun PG sTedtmy LiTSHgensh
Qanesr Feng esvrene Sigenent HlennGeummls
a1 Smrer. BHWsSS eern) Sevterilq LewllhS
werfl &ECrasl L isenst LBrmoes roaflssmen (Seauud
reasd raasems Hbhew:) SEUTHEHESE B erTered
Nemenellggeuisen reaflliumt wr@milesn) kg
Cumlen (sandl & Sirsays Teasms Hwpben:)
WSWTTFSEHTSG) 6TT & (Lomenfide Ci! eTesrGlmesTay
QumiiCw ensenw C)FTe)eSIL LG LjmCow iy

QuwiiCw Clum ClwmplisCs 6 eflSleumiid: SleTay &mLiLImymi?
2Cuwrr! setremrymer! yemmCwir! @esiLCLreTTC
(mwmpeuri - SlmeumiGlomf - 5.1.1)

“Slmeunls Slmssridlenens seng H(Haesrmsefled
apSw silw BlngsnCe! sresiny ClnEhanT Hlenensang)
eumumy (Quminuns ) wi HCw QereGevten. resflenib,
sTevTenie SBSTwMblwne @\ Ha@0 eT6lLIHLT6DT
S CuenienLw suLD BenDhg NS emsasen6r
anms Canewr_nen. Sevg 6l ulule L Ts e e
SireusmenTLiLig) GLevCeu 3jiq Cuienentu|ib Feafl &
Slmeysemd Lpniesrest. erbGlLBLNe HiCangs
SmemLulene msoLNS5E 6L 1Ger6luefled
Sipewent HHLLTCITeTn eTauhD 2 enGrm! (Seaul
T3 g TIayens Hwpbeow:). PCwm! &Hewrewrlymeir!
SieonCur! PeafliCurermGeo - 1§ stettement elL_(H Brudle
QgeTmTOlweTHNey 3jiq Cuwienestd smiLimT wiri (Seuud
& Sirsasd Taens Slvhenw:).

ubohBrrmwesiGer LFCsHeuems sTesTm ewTinHg) (Sauudl
Téesdl Teayems HhEW:) U TEaGEETOIEID
s_(&@e1 QwUCurenrs s6i7 gemenCunmsE
(B & upITatSsCs b & UBITAIiS5Cs) UBITEIBSSLIDHD
Hlewev 2 erLneugnH@ Lressd Qevened (Saul
& S|rsasd Taagens Slvhenw:).

UGS (PSemev eumilll UL L sefln 518 ensdnmilil
6T63T S:6VITTERVIIT! SHEVITEUITM! 6T6HTET 2_SEULI LI6T 2aribg)|
SIBG engwi Siss SSsa g umibgl
Sl rangdl Taagens dopenw: Seuul & rsapd
Topens SHenw: eTeTn Sjeuesfl LD [angewTd

ar
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Important Tenets Of Our Sampradaya @
Verses Of Salutation On Some Acharyas Of Our Sampradaya

Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

Verses of salutation @efwenssi on some of the
prominent acharyas in the lineage of our
Sampradaya — from Sriman Narayana who is the
first preceptor, to Kumara Varadacharya, the son of
Swami Desika — have been put together here for
the convenience of recitation.

Sriman Narayana:

6086L5 [BM& EDMIDLMD [BM& WMAPH LDGWILDMLD!
Sle0IDG Sp&FMTL LMUBSTD eubGs & UTbLTmbD!!
(Koorath-Azhwan)

GBI 55 GMHUWE & HELT ans s wean!|
sumHeTT GAD & SSIMSEWIET SDUS RSHSMD LIS!
(Swami Desika, Nyasa Thilakam - 1)
SDUWMSWID S aubGs &Heom &HanGLSHLD!
LTeuSST SHSEVND GUSHST LIEhFTTSHIT6OW Wi 6roeuulLd!!
(Swami Desika, Yathiraja Sapthathi - 1)

Sri Mahalakshmi:

evamgiip Ffid QFerCr: evbBSME RssESMD!
SipSran wuib abts BHWD HRETs Bérammbd!
(Swami Desika, Yathiraja Sapthathi - 2)
Vishvaksena (Aippasi-Pooraadam):
wewSeNIs eusSINSWT: Lmflegswim: LpgssLd!
efl&mD BaEmpHs aussd eflsausGamb SomeaGuwl!
(Vishnu Sahasranamam - 2)

abGsH MEUGSIIL GevBMHWID GFeubd enEsTels e
ws Gausy dar evubCs eNFauGss euwlsusSID!!
(Swami Desika, Yathiraja Sapthathi - 3)
Satakopa (Vaikasi-Visakham):

Sisflds elleuinbsrs sLIGT:

2 _LBeesnd 2 usm Sy Gums:!
Sfs Gemaisns 5658 Gsaf
g sl an®sGu LbreliTevg)!
(Madhurakavi Azhwar)

Madlb eragmbGam &HeeeT & [heigewIT S56ib Seu 2 HLb!
evamELT FNS&MD CUNENmgads sameflied Ligamp
ebamismb!

(Parasara Bhattar, Sri Rangaraja Sthavam - Poorva
Sathakam - 6)

Wwieow!l  erompevets svGIMGST euGemmeLNg eumerilgLd!
suEHID eflstvgomumeod sLmfib b 2 LimsuGam!

(Swami Desika, Yathiraja Sapthathi - 4)
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Nathamunigal (Aani-Anusham):

BCWeieCL JHBIITST enbLpsD einmmrmuGssr Le!
SROUGSIMDFD SHFMIWID SpSWID BHISWBD LG!
(Thirunakshathra Thaniyan)

B1GsH B BHIésH LGAIWID BrSaMBADLD!

W6l MBHSOSHID SSEUD QDS SHDOSSHTD &HSLD!!
(Swami Desika, Yathiraja Sapthathi - 5)

BELM AbSWNSLGNS6060L REpMH emeurmaw TrenGu!
BT WHCWSTS LsSaISLSS ebibsGel!

(Aala Vandhaar, Sthothra Rathnam - 1)
UyyakKondaar (Chiththirai-Kaarthikai):
mas nGen SmIHHMUTD W FGasnsM evwpdueuLD!
&mD uh yewrLfsngagd RuisGebmbad SpanGui!!
(Thirunakshathra Thaniyan)
BLO6VWIMDWITeNBSMTEaQD HISUTEE! ellLIesvSSLD!

555 6SEIDWID O\FTEr: SleuSTILileumLimb!!

(Swami Desika, Yathiraja Sapthathi - 6)
Manakkaal Nambi (Maasi-Magham):

LDMG& LDSMUMD 6MDLEFID WBIThIS BaIMHHCS!
SPSTDFID JMDSETD 2 LG Siamb R&5SHD!
(Thirunakshathra Thaniyan)

SBIRHS FaNGUINSHID L|GTTL  LRBLIMSELD!
SisolifheipL DG OM&HLD Fb OMDLD &fwbd 2 LimsGan!!
(Swami Desika, Yathiraja Sapthathi - 7)
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Aala Vandhaar (Aadi-Uththiraadam):

SheenGL & 2 _§5IMeQnL enbLLSID 55T eme LGr!
elbemMBEIDED efswnsbd b widwpmp wpBb LGs!
(Thirunakshathra Thaniyan)

HBEWLM HEM  WMAPHBMWL  WTAPHBMW HEM [HLD:!

HEWLT BT WMAPHBML WTAPHBIW HEWDT HLb:!
(Thaniyan for Sthothra Rathnam)

sflanGam wrwpmb Sissh evng LmHsTacH 6vdsLb!
Brevg edamips evLTGE WST SiHeigewr: SHST Sl
(Swami Desika, Yathiraja Sapthathi - 8)

Periya Nambi (Margazhi-Kettai):

2CWeipLMD LOMM&ETCaeg UbImhis GdagsT evLbLIGULD!
LDADITLLTEWID GeHSSDENVID GSUPSTFQMDFD SpEnGuil!
(Thirunakshathra Thaniyan)

s BamD wshsTevw Cadsb LyTewid ShsaGu!
Gump eflFen soHGem efleigBemorm: JiTs EHIIS:!
(Swami Desika, Yathiraja Sapthathi - 9)

Sri Ramanuja (Chiththirai-Thiruvaadhirai):
MESTMISH 6roLDLISULD 661pB6wTT: HITEH VSTLGHMSENrSLD!
gletorie] DRG0 BFegelpigHId TMDNHIRLD LIGR!
(Thirunakshathra Thaniyan)

SiBHS: LISIDID eHLILD 6050QID6WIES &&: LI:!

ueoLISID SHSWneng selevem &H&ds5 Lefeipuid!!
LIT6woTIDLD  608mQLDewoT  (piB: LITSS(hameing) LDLD&LD!
Lgenonswd wWHenssd: eveundp USSMD FmHb!
(Swami Desika, Yathiraja Sapthathi — 10)

S6I06MID  [JIDMHIEMTWIM [BID: LI GuimSGm!

W: &S 6VDHS VT SIMETITD SHbSTER6uTLDE6IT 6roLDST!!
Koorath-Azhwan (Thai-Hastham):

&G amsvs HIeesET el GSIMDE eLbLIGID!
WbDg FaI@enSsDd ubeugenmisd 2 LmeunGa!!
(Thirunakshathra Thaniyan)

wbaugen HAapmHBFEIIGWT B 2 SHd HSDCan!
wgssWw: S SHEUGLWNGS WhiseT euesIsmb!
m&5HCr A5CIsLaID SmehFwnd Csaure &GIm: evrgLd!
PLISIMDEFD GEHSHSDEID CUTSH6OWID 6UIFHD Sp&TGuil!
(Thirunakshathra Thaniyan)

Appullaar (Chiththirai-Thiruvadhirai):
DFSHTMISIT 6rOLDLIOULD SHTEHEFWIMLD NTRISITER GSBGI: 6rogLD!
erLITSeigl MD&FID SpSGIUWID JMDMHIER S LGR!
(Thirunakshathra Thaniyan)

Vedantha Desika (Purattaasi-Thiruvonam):
mLeOWIDTerD  EGIMETMUND SBHSMIL GSemgLaiD!
b CamstLE SERILMDFD GasMbs GEBLD ShFTGul!!
(Thirunakshathra Thaniyan)
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wbonh GarmisL Bramiw: sellgnisds Gaserorf!

Gaugnmbamamiw euiGum G evbBsSsMD eusTanmS!!
(Kumara Varadacharya)

OMDMBIER SWILMSID REHNH EDEUNTEHI  Lp6Q6sorid!
wbing GaumisL BsTiWD aubes Casnhbs Gsdlsb!
(Brahma-thanthra Swathanthra Jeeyar)
Seflgnisds efibammu seownenT &emramedGn!
WbCs CarsGLemu Casnbs @GIGe [HLD:!
(Kumara Varadacharya)
gonmedim FHLILEd HHCEURISLLPEDLILITEDT
LIMOImedTnE6\&medtest LIPEWDMOWLIET  eVTmedTm)
SNCeT SHewWNGHT Fnyevollufied euMpPeUNTEHE
aunGenpll GUITDETEYLD  EUMTLDEY.
(Pillai Lokaacharya)
Kumara Varadacharya (Aavani-Rohini):
gmeuGsvor omerdl Gomanetorimd @b CarksL Csdsns!
fleamisImbauniShgb arsmiub anb wuGs!!
(Thirunakshathra Thaniyan)
wibibedevgagIbemer GWINEHST 606aMHS efuiGeaigid!
slgamisr GSGoMsLLHD aISTTLD Sambd LG!
(Thaniyan for Sri Deskika Mangalam)
We are indebted to our Acharyas no end for their
great deeds for our Sampradaya and their guidance
through numerous works. The least we can do is
to remember the illustrious preceptors as much as
possible. Hope recitation of these verses of salutation
will help us to achieve the objective.

(to be continued...)

Csuils evpGauubd e Lipmue - Sgdenr



Swami Desika — Master of Analogy @

100 Gems from Srimath Rahasya-thraya Saaram

Smt. Padmalatha Sridharan, Chennai

Preamble

Sriman Narayana is the first preceptor in our
Visishtaadvaita philosophy. The unique lineage
of our Sampradaya has continued unbroken till
date (and will continue in the future!). There have
been many preceptors, viz. Sriman Nathamunigal,
Sri Alavandar, Sri Ramanuja, who have enriched
our glorious Sampradaya by their works and also
numerous other kainkaryams.

Swami Desika, who adorns the lineage down the line,
is non-pareil in that, he strode like a colossus in the
field of our Sampradaya works be it philosophical,
dramatics, commentaries, poems, esoterics, sthothras
or Tamil paasurams. He has authored 28 Stotras, 4
kaavyas, an allegorical drama, around 15 Vedanta
granthas, 8 commentaries, 32 Rahasya Granthas and
24 Tamil Prabandhams.

Swami Desika was the one who established Sri
Ramanuja Darsanam on a firm footing and cleared
the misconceptions and controversies through his
works. He has presented to us the whole framework
of Saranaagathi in a structured way i.e specific
answers to what, why, who, where and how. This
is the ultimate gift to mankind which cannot be
upstaged even by the Lord. It would not be irreverent
to say that there has been no preceptor like Swami
Desika nor will there ever be, who has defined,
explained, illustrated and justified Saranaagathi in
such a plausible way.

His magnum-opus, Srimath Rahasya-thraya Saaram,
is a veritable '"How-to' book on Saranaagathi. Hence,
itis a 'must' for every Sri Vaishnava to learn Srimath
Rahasya-thraya Saaram under the tutelage of an
Acharya at least after Saranaagathi if not before.

There are 32 chapters in Srimath Rahasya-thraya
saaram of which the first 12 talk about the three
Tattvas in our philosophy and the method of
surrender to the Lord, the pre-requisites, the actual
process and so on; the next ten about Life after
Saranaagathi; the next four are clarifications on the
concept of Saranaagathi; the next three about the
Three Manthras; two chapters about the Qualities of
Preceptor and Disciple and the final chapter gives a
bird's eye view of the whole Grantha.
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In each chapter Swami Desika resorts to examples,
analogies and upakhyaanams (short stories) to get
across the basic concept of the chapter. His mastery
in giving apt examples and analogies is something
to be marvelled at. The master-piece is studded with
anological gems aplenty. Let us study in this series
100 of these which would give a taste of what is
in store for us when we learn the Grantha in the
traditional way from an Acharya!

Analogical Gems 1 to 5

1. How the clouds absorb water from the sea
and spill out rainwater to be useful to everyone
(Guruparampara Saaram):

"Guamnsst eowsT HBeor eunmiud  eviGaumugsibTe
Setoreutyne; 2 LOpLomIGLInGe"

This is an analogy for the Azhwars. The Vedas and
other Sasthras are likened to the sea which is apt
in two ways: 1) It is a huge body of water and too
deep to explore — The Sasthras are innumerable and
difficult to master; 2) Only those who are qualified
can jump into the sea and get coral, fish etc. — the
Sasthras are restricted to the first three Varnas and
only they can obtain the Purushaarthas (what is
desired by them, viz. wealth, fame, Moksha etc.).

The clouds absorb the salty sea water; change it into
sweet rainwater and the downpour is enjoyed by all
irrespective of who they are. Similarly, the Azhwars
absorbed the inner meaning of the Sasthras, couched
them in easy verses of Tamil and sang their heart out
so that the Ultimate Truth could be understood by
everyone irrespective of the caste or creed.

The change from salt water to rainwater is denoted
by the change of language. In those days, the use of
Sanskrit was restricted to the upper echelons of the
society. Just as rainwater can be stored and used for
all purposes, the Divya Prabandhams of Azhwars
can be learnt and recited repeatedly to get all our
desires fulfilled.

2. How a parrot brought up in the hunter's abode
talks (Upodhghaatha Adhikaaram):

"CouBausGaiufeo Hofl GUMGe"

Swami Desika narrates the story of the Lost Prince
who had got separated from his father (the King)
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during a hunting trip and equates him with the
Jeevathma who subsisted in this world without
knowing his entitlement to the perpetual vision of
Sriman Narayana in Sri Vaikuntam. Here, Swami
likens the prince to a parrot brought up in the hunter's
abode. A pet parrot just repeats the words it has
learnt in its current habitat, be they welcoming ones
or violent ones.

Thus, a parrot brought up in the hermitage of sages,
welcomes everyone, while the parrot in a hunter's
dwelling utters threatening words, even if they are
siblings. Just like a parrot which merely repeats the
words without grasping their meaning, the prince
assumed the food habits, apparel and behaviour of
the hunters who brought him up in the jungles, as he
did not know that he was of higher birth.

3. How the cow, out of affection, floods its new-
born calf (Upodhghaatha Adhikaaram):

"t REID  BEIMIGS QUITHES &FISGL  CoEImeL
GuNGeo"

This is again an analogy for preceptors. The
preceptors do not expect anything in return for
themselves from their disciples. They are gratified
if the Mumukshu (one who desires Moksha)
realises his unique relationship with the Lord and
adopts the means to obtain Him, viz Bhakthi Yoga
or Saranaagathi. Just as the milk gushes out from
the cow for a new-born calf, verses pour from the
Acharyas' hearts through to the lips which enunciate
the true nature of the three Thathtvas or realities.

Here, the interesting point to note is the affection the
cow has towards its just-born calf. The cow displays
enormous love and affection towards the calf by
licking its body all over, nursing it and supporting
it. This cannot be equated to any other love at any
other time or place. Similarly, the preceptors' love
for their disciples is so unsullied and pure, without
expectation of anything in return, that they readily
spill forth their knowledge in the form of verses for
the benefit of mankind.

4. How the misplaced liking shown by the
crown prince towards the chamber-maids while
languishing in prison, affects his prospects
(Arthapanchaka Adhikaaram):

"&ﬁ]@m&gﬁﬁ)@ mrefilL  ITRGLIIEsEEGs  HavpuiGs
@33 eosbLrige GFLiemT LSS0  SHETTGEUITLLLD
2 _efrLmom GumGeo"

Swami Desika gives a big list of material and not-
so-material things which can make us stray from
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the path of realisation and prevent us from attaining
Moksha. For instance, if a prince who is the king-
in-waiting has to spend some days in prison due
to some misdemeanour, he should still keep up his
position and behave accordingly. Instead if he eyes
the chamber-maids therein, who are conscious of
their place, it would reflect badly upon him. Further,
his behaviour would mar his prospects of succeeding
the King.

Similarly, we are also waiting to be crowned in the
kingdom of Moksha and our place is reserved once
we have adopted the necessary means. While we
languish in this world, due to our past misdeeds
(Karma) we should be mindful of the exalted position
awaiting us and should not let ourselves be ensnared
by the five senses and their pleasures. It would be a
pity to lose sight of our goal by indulging ourselves
in material pleasures which are fleeting by nature.

5. How there is no difference between persons
who slipped in the first step and the 30th step
(Arthapanchaka Adhikaaram):

"PULSSTEIE Dluine ey SSFEUTT  WeiTeuTUIGED
flehsCsT® wuUsTD leuiGe whsCsT6G
andufisoeonsm GuGeo”

This is a very interesting concept put forth by Sri
Swami. Supposing a person wants to jump across
a well of 32 feet, it doesn't make any difference
whether he slips up at the 1st step itself or the 30th.
Either way, he would not get across the well and
would fall into it. Now, this Samsara is a big well
which has to be crossed to reach the Nithya Vibhuthi
or the permanent abode of Sriman Narayana.

As the saying goes, there is many a slip between the
cup and the lip. We could have won over our desires
for wealth or fame but still there could be a pitfall
waiting and all our previous efforts could come to
nought. Then, we would be in the same boat as all
those who have no knowledge of the three Thathvas
or those who have not adopted an Upaya (means to
attain Moksha) or those who have opted for wrong
means etc.

There exists the real danger of losing our way
till the final ascent and even then, of reaching a
different destination. So, it is imperative upon us to
be careful every step of the way, not to succumb to
any temptations and let ourselves off-guard. We have
to be constantly striving to act in such a way not to
invoke the displeasure of the Lord.

(to be continued...)
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R. Parthasarathy & Dhirish Parthasarathy,
Nanganallur,
Chennai 600 061.
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SVDD thanks Sri R. Parthasarathy & Sri Dhirish Parthasarathy
for sponsoring this month's issue of Desika Sandesam
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