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Panguni Peruvizha — Maha Samprokshanam

FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

y the divine grace, the month of Maasi was filled with spiritual fervour and divine grace at our temple.

The Padhuka Sahasra Utsavam was celebrated with great devotion, with the sacred verses of Sri Padhuka
Sahasram resonating through the temple premises, reminding devotees of the unparalleled devotion of Swami
Desikan to the Divine Feet of the Lord.

The Dhavanotsavam was conducted in a serene and devotional atmosphere. On this occasion, several eminent
musicians offered Carnatic music concerts, filling the temple with divinity. The rendering of the sacred Ghana
Raga Pancharathna Kritis added a special spiritual charm to the celebrations. The Maasi-Pournami Festival
was also celebrated with due traditional observances and attracted a large number of devotees who participated
in the holy Samudra Snanam, along with Perumal.

Preparations for Maha Samprokshanam

A significant milestone in the history of our temple during this period was the performance of Balalayam, which
was conducted with grandeur and strict adherence to Agama traditions. This sacred ritual marked the commencement
of the renovation and restoration works leading to the Maha Samprokshanam, scheduled to take place on 16th
March 2026.

The Ankurarpanam ceremony commenced on 12th March 2026, marking the beginning of the sacred rituals
associated with the Samprokshanam. This will be followed by three days of Homams and Vedic rituals, culminating
in the Maha Samprokshanam on the 16th.

For this sacred occasion, our temple Archakas, along with those from various Divyadesams, are participating in
the rituals. Every day, both in the morning and evening, there has been Veda Parayanam and Divya Prabandham
recital by more than 150 Vedic and Prabandha scholars, creating an atmosphere filled with divine vibrations.

New Additions to the Temple

The forthcoming Maha Samprokshanam will also mark several important enhancements to the temple
infrastructure. New Vimanams have been constructed for Sri Lakshmi Narasimhar, Sri Andal and Sri Ramar,
enhancing the grandeur of the respective sanctums.

The Garudan Sannidhi has also been renovated and expanded to make it more spacious. Special arrangements have
now been made to facilitate Thirumanjanam and Archana for Sri Garudan, in response to requests from devotees.

The auspicious month of Panguni is one of the most spiritually significant months. The Sri Rama Utsavam,
culminating in Sri Rama Navami, will be celebrated with devotional fervour, commemorating the divine birth
of Lord Sri Rama, the embodiment of dharma and righteousness. The festival of Ugadi, marking the traditional
New Year in many regions, will also be observed with special prayers and offerings.

Panguni Uthiram holds immense significance in ~
Srivaishnavite tradition. The day is associated with many New Matrimonial Column
divine celestial weddings, symbolising the sacred union of
the Lord and His divine consorts. It is considered a highly | We are also happy to inform our readers that, based
auspicious day when Sri Mahalakshmi Thayar’s divine | onrequests from several parents in our community,
grace is believed to be especially abundant. Desika Sandesam will soon introduce a special
Matrimonial Column in the magazine as a service
to our society. Interested parents may share the
details of prospective brides and bridegrooms,
We convey our sincere gratitude to all donors and | and this new feature is proposed to be introduced
devotees who have extended their wholehearted support | from the Chithirai issue of the magazine. Parents
for the successful conduct of the various Utsavams and | who wish to participate may kindly send the details
temple activities. We offer our special thanks to the | iy advance so that they can be included in the
numerous donors whose generous contributions have upcoming issue.

greatly supported the renovation works. PN )

In addition, the traditional Pallava Utsavam will also be
conducted during this month, continuing the rich heritage.
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SVDD thanks Shri Thenandal Enterprises

s issue of Desika Sandesam
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Important Tenets Of Our Sampradaya

Swami Desika’s Decad On Surrender Unto Lord Arulaala

Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

wami Desika, the principal torchbearer of

the Visishtaadvaita philosophy founded by
Bhagavath Ramanuja, has authored several treatises
and hymns highlighting the vitality of the Doctrine
of Surrender. The most familiar among them are
the Sanskrit hymn Nyasa Dasakam and Tamil
Prabandham Adikkala-Paththu — both on Lord
Varadaraja.

The latter is especially relevant now as Anadhyayanam
has recently begun. Adikkala-Paththu enjoys the
pride of place among the Desika Prabandhams just
as Pallaandu among the Divya Prabandham in the
sense that they are the respective leads. So, during
the period of Anadhyayanam when the Divya
Prabandham is not recited, the Desika Prabandham
recitation invariably begins with Adikkala-Paththu.

It may be noted that in five (1, 2, 7, 8 & 11) of the
11 Paasurams therein, Swami Desika refers to Lord
Varadaraja as ‘Arulaala’ which is a rough translation
of'the name. The other references are Arul Varadar (6
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& 10), Sindhura Verpu Iraiyavanaar (3), Naagamalai
Naayakanaar (4), Madhil Kachchi Nagar Karunai
Nathan (5) and Paraman (9).

Let us now take a look at the meaning of the verses:

1. U538 WPWSOMD S1UDI6V...

Unable to attain the Lord through Bhakthi Yoga, 1
came rushing to ThirukKachchi, the principal city
among the Sacred Seven, to surrender unto Lord
Arulaala of Hasthigiri, much like the tired Kakasura
did after crisscrossing all directions.

2. FOLWPPWST FHITWPHST TSTDI...

Having seen that the goodness of those like Siva
and Brahma vanish owing to their Karma, I attained
the twin feet of Lord Arulaala of Hastghigiri who is
inseparable from the fragrant-lotus dame, and whose
abode is ThirukKachchi.

3. SHIIBIGET CauflAdIaj...

The Lord of Hasthigiri bestows his blessing on
all those who attain His feet having distinguished
between Bhakthi Yoga and Prapaththi Yoga and
pursued the latter without taking recourse to other
means, faithfully follow the directives of the
Saasthras, worship Him with the Veda manthras and
other scriptures of Acharyas. I know none other than
His great qualities.

4. HNBD SINHBBHOHT LDSIDTT..0

I attained the great feet of the Lord of Hasthigiri
with the knowledge that He fittingly granted
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worldly pleasure and Moksha, as the case may be, to
Kakasura, Vibheeshana, Draupadhi, Kshathrbandhu,
Gajendra, Siva, Brahma, the Devas, et al.

5. 255D DM D BHHFl...

With no refuge in the world and no means to adopt,
I surrendered unto the Lord of ThirukKachchi
by practicing the five limbs of Prapaththi, which
are: Doing what would please Him (Aanukoolya
Sankalpam); Not doing what would displease Him
(Praathikoolya Varjanam); Placing unswerving
faith in His grace (Maha Viswaasam); Realising
my incapacity to do anything without his grace
(Kaarpanyam); Explicitly seeking the Lord’s mercy
in granting Moksha (Gopthruthva Varanam).

6. SIMADLWTT NDLHBMTHSLD...

I attained the twin feet of the majestic Lord Arulaala
who guarantees Moksha by showing His Abhaya
Hastham (implying fear not) to anyone who uttered
even once that ‘I attain Your feet’ and grants all His
wealth and even Himself to that Prapanna.

7. 2IDBPRBHT ANDLBSICHST rSIWI...

I placed myself at the disposal of the fragrant-Thulasi
Lord Varada, who is the saviour of all those who
attained Him (a) with clear knowledge of Prapaththi
(Sva Nishtai); (b) by chanting the procedure of
Prapaththi (Ukthi Nishtai); (¢) going by the grace
of the Acharya (Acharya Nishtai); (d) being part
of the Prapaththi performed by noble Bhagavathas
(Bhagavatha Nishtai).

8. FHAIMID HDDWTEDIDHSLD...

I will not forget the words (Charama Sloka, etc.) of
the great Lord Arulaala in order that I never lose faith
in Him, am always full of knowledge and devotion,
do not lose track of the truth and relish in that, do
not lose the sense of helplessness, hold the breath till
the time of Moksha and stay relieved of the distress
of Samsara.

9. &®BS BoaTa] Saaiumuib...

I surrendered unto the feet of the Lord who has
Soorya and Chandra as His eyes through the strength
of the words of the Azhwars who mastered the Vedas
and Sasthras, the great works of illustrious Acharyas
like Sri Bhasyakara and the clear knowledge obtained
from those great works overcoming ignorance.

10. BBIDHABID HIHAIPRALD. ..

I firmly entrenched myself at the solid feet of Lord
Varada who has His Consort alongside, has divine
form, bestows great grace, is personification of
knowledge, is easy to access for devotees, offers
immeasurable protection and indulges in the act of
creation, protection and destruction.

11. @pmILwEGT Gainflevevr...

These 10 Paasurams composed on the twin feet
of Lord Arulaala are blemishless. These are noble
verses, for the benefit of those devotees who have no
means and refuge other than Him, on the doctrine of
Prapaththi and its fruits and the procedures involved
therein.

(to be Continued...)
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