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Towards More Elevating, Divine Experience

FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

ith the divine grace of Sri Alarmelmanganayika Sametha Sri Srinivasa Perumal and Lord Sri
Lakshmi Hayagrivar, and the boundless blessings of Sri Vedanta Desikan, we are pleased to share
the sacred happenings and forthcoming festivals of our Devasthanam with all devotees.

The Uttarayana Punya Kalam, which commenced on Makara Sankranti, is a divinely blessed season that
invites every devotee to rise spiritually, accumulate punya, and progress towards Bhagavath Prapthi.
Observances undertaken with faith during this period are said to remove obstacles and illuminate the
path to eternal bliss.

In the Sri Vaishnava Sampradayam, Uttarayanam is especially significant as it represents Bhagawan’s
Anugraha Kalam — a time when the Lord is easily pleased by sincere devotion.

The month of Thai was joyously celebrated with traditional fervour through Pongal, Kanu Parivettai,
and Vanabhojanam Utsavam. Devotees participated in large numbers and experienced profound spiritual
bliss. These festivals beautifully reflect our age-old traditions and reinforce the sacred bond between
the Lord and His devotees.

A major spiritual highlight was the Annual Sri Lakshmi Hayagrivar Thirumanjanam, accompanied by
a Special Homam and Vidya Abhivruddhi Archanai, conducted for the benefit of students appearing
for various examinations. It was heartening to witness more than 1,500 students, accompanied by
their parents, participating with devotion and faith as they sought the blessings of Lord Sri Lakshmi
Hayagrivar, the embodiment of Jnana (knowledge) and Medha (wisdom).

Lord Hayagrivar, revered as the presiding deity of learning, symbolises clarity of thought, mastery over
knowledge, and the removal of ignorance. Worship of Sri Hayagrivar is believed to bestow a sharp
intellect, deep concentration, and success in education — values that are especially relevant today.

As we enter the auspicious month of Masi, the Devasthanam will celebrate the Padhuka Sahasra
Mahotsavam and Dhavana Utsavam with due grandeur. Special music programmes have been arranged
during the Dhavanotsavam for the spiritual enrichment of devotees.

The most sacred and eagerly awaited event of the season is the Maha Magham (Maasi-Pournami)
Festival. Devotees will be blessed with the rare opportunity to perform Samudra Snanam alongside the
Lord — a spiritually elevating experience believed to cleanse sins and grant divine merit.

We are also pleased to report that the temple renovation works are gaining momentum. It is proposed to
conduct the Samprokshanam in the auspicious month of Panguni. Detailed information will be shared
with devotees in due course.

We humbly seek the continued patronage, support, and cooperation of all donors, devotees, and well-
wishers. Your generosity alone enables the Devasthanam to carry forward its spiritual, cultural, and
renovation activities smoothly.

May the Anugraham of Lord Sri Alarmelmangayaka Sametha Sri Srinivasa Perumal and Sri Lakshmi
Hayagrivar, along with the blessings of Sri Vedanta Desikan, always guide us on the path of knowledge,

ar,

devotion, and dharma. Qv
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Carnatica Archival Centre for Music and Dance
Live Long Care Welfare & Welfare Foundation
carnaticworld.com
New No. 12, Dwaraka Colony,

Mylapore, Chennai 600 004.

98400 15013 /94440 18269.

SVDD thanks Carnatica Archival Centre for Music and Dance,
Live Long Care Welfare & Welfare Foundation & carnaticworld.com

for sponsoring this month's issue of Desika Sandesam
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Kulasekhara Azhwar And Nrusimha — The Intrigue Of The Missing Thread

Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

ﬁ strange fact would be a startling revelation to
any readers.

Which of these Avatharas does not find
Mangalaasaasanam in Kulasekhara Azhwar's
Perumal Thirumozhi: Varaha, Nrusimha, Vamana,
Rama or Krishna? The answer, of course, is
Nrusimha.

Sharing a few resultant thoughts on this point even
as the Azhwar's Thirunakshatram (Maasi-Punarvasu)
falls on Feb. 27 this year.

The Lord is birthless. No one has ever created him
either. However, of his own free will he allows
Himself'to be born on the earth taking various forms
from time to time @iggmunms: uanrrst eflmucs). These
manifestations are called Avatharas.

The agenda of the Lord’s incarnation is mainly three-
fold: To protect noble people (devotees), to annihilate
the evil forces and to establish righteousness.

uflgomewrmu evTEMHID ABTFTL & FiESBSTLD!
SIID  eUIDEVSTLIBMISSTL srvibLeumsl wjGs wiGs!

Though there are numerous Avatharas undertaken by

the Lord, ten are considered to be the foremost and
they are called Dasa Avatharas (Mathsya to Kalki).
Of these, Rama and Krishna are the ones with full
life-span and hence are called ‘Poorna Avatharas’.
Varaha, Nrusimha and Vamana constitute the next
level. Though these three are momentary in nature,
the legends attribute great significance to them as
they fulfil all the three purposes of an Avathara.
Of the three, Nrusimha Avathara stands out as it
happened to prove the words of the devotee right.

Aptly, along with Rama and Krishna, Nrusimha
is a favourite of Azhwars and they extol the three
incarnations extensively in their great Tamil works
collectively known as Divya Prabandham.

There are about 160 references to Nrusimha
Avathara in the entire Divya Prabandham, which is
quite a substantial representation for a momentary
manifestation. Besides Perumal Thirumozhi, both
the Prabandhams of Thondar AdipPodi Azhwar
(Thirumaalai and ThirupPalli Ezhuchchi) are also
devoid of a reference to Nrusimha, while even
Amalanaadhi Piraan — a small Prabandham of 10
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Paasurams by ThirupPaan Azhwar — extols this
Avathara (Paasuram No. 8).

Thondar AdipPodigal’s silence on Nrusimbha is hardly
surprising as his fondness for Archa form of Lord,
that too Lord Ranganatha, to the exclusion of the
Lords of a whopping majority of other Divyadesams,
has been well documented and is widely known.
Only Ayodhya, Mathura and ThirupPaarkadal are
exceptions.

Madhurakavi Azhwar may well be excluded from
this study as he has sung solely on his Acharya
Nammazhwar.

The Azhwars who have experienced the glory of
Nrusimha in surfeit (as a proportion to the number
of Paasurams composed) are the Mudhal Azhwars,
Thirumazhisai Azhwar, Nammazhwar, Periyazhwar
and Thirumangai Azhwar. Andal too has her own
little share of Nrusimha adulation sprinkled through
her Naachchiyaar Thirumozhi. This completes a
broad overview of Azhwars and their Nrusimha

experience.

Coming back to Kulasekhara Azhwar, let me explain
why his missing out on Nrusimha is strange. Perumal
Thirumozhi is a reasonably large Prabandham
comprising 105 Paasurams.

Kulasekhara Azhwar’s devotion to Ranganatha
and Rama as also the devotees is legendary. He
has dedicated the first three decads to the Lord of
Srirangam, with the second one especially glorifying
His devotees. The subject matter of the last three
decads is Rama. In the fourth decad, he expresses
his yearning to be born in Thiruvenkatam in some
form or the other. The next one is on the Lord of
Thiru ViththuvakKodu, while decads six and seven
are exclusively on Krishna Avathara.

Besides, even Avatharas like Koorma (8-8), Varaha
and Vamana (both 2-3) find a mention each. Under
the circumstances, for the Azhwar not to have
a single reference to an important Avathara like
Nrusimha through the length of the Prabandham is
difficult to comprehend.

Of course, it is arguable (albeit unconvincingly) that
the mention "opimsise Hsudewr (8-7) refers to
Nursimha as the presiding deity of the Divyadesam
Thiruvaali is Lakshmi Nrusimha. But the emphasis
here is on the Archa (idol) form rather than Vibhava
(Avathara).

Also, Kulasekhara Azhwar is credited with the
authorship of Mukunda Mala, a lovely hymn of 40
verses steeped in devotion. The Naama ‘Hari’ occurs
in a few Slokas (Nos. 8,9, 10, 34 & 36) but they all
connote ‘Narayana’ or ‘Vishnu’ and not ‘Nrusimha’.
Considering this, the case of the missing thread
between Nrusimha and the Azhwar is even more
perplexing!

(to be continued...)
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