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When Dawn Meets Divinity — The Margazhi Magic

FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

he sacred month of Karthikai witnessed a series of grand celebrations at our Devasthanam,

drawing hundreds of devotees to partake in the divine festivities. The highlight was the
Panchami Theertha Utsavam, observed with splendour and deep devotion. Vedic recitations,
Aruli-cheyal goshti and special alankarams imbued the temple precincts with a spiritually
charged atmosphere.

Equally captivating was the Deepotsavam, during which the entire complex glowed with the
radiance of countless lamps. This ambience, together with captivating alankaram to Perumal
and Thayar, the resonant chanting of the Azhwar pasurams and the heartfelt participation of
devotees transformed the utsavam into a luminous and unforgettable experience.

Forthcoming Utsavams

As we step into the auspicious month of Margazhi, the Devasthanam is preparing for a series
of significant celebrations. The annual Adhyayana Utsavam — Pagal Pathu and Iraa Pathu
— will be observed with traditional fervour. Devotees can look forward to the blissful sevai
of Perumal, the Azhwars and Acharyas led by Nammazhwar, even as the nectarine verses of
the Divya Prabandham are rendered in the traditional manner.

The most sacred Vaikunta Ekadasi will be celebrated with grandeur. Devotees will have the
blessed opportunity to pass through the Paramapadha Vaasal and receive the divine anugraham
of the Divya Dampathis. The day will feature special alankarams, extended goshti of Veda
and Prabandha parayanam, and continuous darsan for the benefit of devotees.

In continuation of our tradition, the divine celebration of 100 Thada Koodaarai Vellum,
based on the profound Thiruppavai pasuram will also be held with dedication, symbolising
surrender, abundance, and divine grace. There will be daily Thiruppavai Upanyasam at
the temple during the month.

As in the previous years, the temple will host a nine-day Nadhaswaram programme,
featuring renowned exponents who will fill the temple precincts with divine music befitting
the sanctity of Margazhi.

In addition, the Annual Music Festival, organised jointly with Sri Parthasarathi Swamy
Sabha and Carnatica, will be held for fifteen days at Sri Desika Vidya Bhavanam. Leading
Carnatic musicians, promising young talents, and eminent scholars will participate and offer
their musical tribute to the Divya Dampathis.

All devotees are warmly invited to participate in these sacred utsavams and receive the
blessings of Sri Alarmelmanga Sametha Sri Srinivasa Perumal and Swami Vedanta Desika.
May the divine grace fill our homes with peace, prosperity and spiritual fulfilment during
this auspicious season. o5
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Important Tenets Of Our Sampradaya @
The ‘Dust On The Devotees’ Feet’ That Was Oblivious To All But Arangan

Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

Vipranarayana was his given name and he came to
be famously known as Thondar AdipPodi Azhwar.
The name translates into ‘Bhakthaangri Renu’ in
Sanskrit as mentioned in the Thaniyans of Aala
Vandhaar (Bhutham Sarascha) and Thirumaalai
Aandaan (Thamevamathvaa). It is Thondar + Adi
+ Podi in Tamil and Bhaktha + Angri + Renu in
Sanskrit, meaning the ‘Dust on the Devotees’ Feet’.
If his devotion to Lord Ranganatha is legendary,
his unswerving fidelity to the Lord’s devotees is
exemplary.

Thondar AdipPodigal composed two Prabandhams
— ThirupPalli Ezhuhchi (10 Paasurams) and
Thirumaalai (45), both on Arangan. Interestingly,
he is the only Azhwar who has not looked beyond
a single deity. None but Arangan mattered to him.
He remained oblivious to everything else. It may be
mentioned here that even ThirupPaan Azhwar, who
was taken in by the splendour of Arangan’s form and
sang ‘Amalandaadhi Piraan’, mentions Venkatam in
it as a passing reference.

Thondar AdipPodi Azhwar was born at
Thirumandangudi in Chola Naadu, on a Prabhava-
Maargazhi-Kettai day, as the manifestation of Lord
Sriman Narayana’s Vaijayanthi Vanamaala. His
Thirunakshathram falls this year on December 19.
Let us reflect for a moment on his devotion to the
Lord and His devotees through ‘Thirumaalai’, the
‘Garland of Verses’. There is this popular saying
"Sprened Hwnsmt Smwreve Siwngmr punning on the
words ‘wmemeo’ meaning garland and ‘wres’ denoting
the Lord (Thirumaal). It means that those who are
not familiar with the Prabandham ‘Thirumaalai’ have
not known the Lord. Conversely, those who have
learned ‘Thirumaalai” have understood the Lord well.

The style and substance of the Prabandham make
for compelling study. The Azhwar apparently is a
non-believer of half-measures and subtlety. There is
total finality in what he has to say. A distinct stamp
of forthrightness, in the tone of ‘take it or leave
it” born out of absolute conviction, can be seen all
through the work. In fact, there is a liberal dose of
admonishment and even self-deprecation.

We shall take a peek into some of the highlights:

Paasuram No. 2: Nothing else is more appealing
than the experience of admiring Him
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Lgenglon weneuBume) Guefl LeieTaumll Hlo6vs O8mHsem
Sigae! soni g6m! gwisw Camwns! eeaD
Qégena gelly wrenBuTl @pdly Coonsd yEHD
sigaeman Quilenid CeuemBLenr Siprislon HamenGen !

"0, Lord of Aranga Maanagar with the hue of a huge
green mountain! Lord of coral lips, lotus-red eyes,
Achyutha! Lord of Celestials and Cowherd-Lord!
— depriving the joy of admiring You thus, if [ were
given the opportunity to rule Paramapadham, I shall
not want it."

Paasuram No. 3: Not desirous of any more
birth as it is nearly a waste

Gougmmed Wymud En weflsigMd LigauByad

urglyn o pidll Cung Hemegle) Ldlenemunem(d

Bueng LmvamgTEn Wl LS eplLs 6D

gigoome) Lmell CousrmBLei girhisionhamennGen !

"0, Lord of Aranga Maanagar! Even if one were to
get the lifespan of a hundred years as mentioned in
the Vedas, one half of that will be lost in sleeping;
ignorant childhood and youth will take away plenty
of years of the rest; disease, hunger, old age and
distress will take their toll too. Hence, I shall not
desire birth anymore."

Paasuram No. 10: There is no god other than
Him
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"Can there be another god? O, mindless men! Unless
there is a disaster, you will never realise that He
(Sriman Narayana) is the Lord. You do not know
the Saastras (which say) other than Him, there is no
god. Worship the feet of my Lord who grazed cows!"
Paasuram No. 12: The greatness of His names
Hospid whsmaid Cus wrdle Hemmiast Cals

Hya6l GaNsaLIED HTohsERmLL HDL

SiauEmgMT JHaCLeTeTE SWiss eipheeflu wihsT
souenauwet LGSemmonenn oismsts sadlamGnGer.

"His names are so great that when the inmates of
Hell heard them from the conversation between
Yama and Mudgala, even Hell became Heaven. (But)
even good men forget that He resides in Arangam
and keep worrying! That, in fact, has me worried."

Paasuram No. 14: Outraged by non-utterance
of the name Thiruvarangam

auemgemd (peud Gamemey wuleflemd syeud Gememey
Qarem_cibseman Gsmme GuWlsdemd ey Gememey
SieLiBanen omd Gsreme il SlmouphaQueismm
gL umimpgismemid Gsmnenm eflevadl HrisdFolstEy.

"It lies amid groves where bumble bees hum, groves
where peacocks dance, groves where gathering
clouds lay low, and groves where cuckoos coo
(sweetly)! Take away the food gobbled up by those
ungrateful idiots who do not utter the name of the
beautiful Thiruvarangam, and toss it up to the dogs!"

Paasuram No. 29: Pleading with Krishna for
refuge, in helplessness

oafiGouenn snamiiiisieney emeyd wHEmTHaflsme

unfloflen Lrgeweod LnHBee Lo ewigs)!

anoyrell austmemGen ! samemCen! ssndlanBen

SiHeNTe Bemenmeunn ! sipmsLr mamenGen !

"O Supreme Lord, I have no place of my own in this
world, nor any property; I have neither relatives nor
friends. I have not secured your feet (as refuge). O
Dark-hued radiant Lord! Krishnal, I wail (calling
You helplessly). Who is there to protect me (but for
You)? O Lord of Aranga Maanagar!"

Paasuram No. 33: Self-deprecation even while
longing for His grace

Quirdusveumd Bumaei @ sliflgpemisy LILE

QuMiQwevevmd QuTElhg QanswL CLmpsaBame aibg) HeCned
owBen ! shaCean! 261 MmO YyEWE GeTenmed
QuminuBemen eubgl HenGmenn QLminuGenen QLminGenGen.

"O Lord of Arangam! I am devoid of honesty, a flirt
who succumbed to the charms of coiffured dames,
and an impious soul steeped in deceit. Wishing
for Your grace alone, I have come to You now. A
pretender — false in mind, word, and deed — I stand
before You, shameless, with nowhere else to go."

Paasuram No. 44: Yearning for the Lord’s
empathy and grace

Quetmemyeund senLulenmenid LgiamIDd 2 6iEneEETETmLITET
gemeniioon osnfl oenfl geud el Geusel Hiu
sllermamuent eIl aubgl SyeveBE SN SiHDETLIHs
aenent! 2 dememousdiGean? smensemns snHgILTED.
"The one with matted locks where Ganga strolls,
and Brahma perform penance for countless ages
to see You, but bow their head in shame (in being
unsuccessful). In yore, taking the celestials by
surprise, You came with concern and showered Your
grace on an elephant. (Because You have not shown
compassion towards me) O, merciless! How then can
You be deemed as refuge?"

(to be continued...)
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Srimath Rahasya-Thraya Saaram
A Manual For Beginners

Smt. Padmalatha Sridharan, Chennai

Chapter — 32
Nigamana Adhikaram

In this final chapter, Swami Desikan recapitulates the
concepts explained in all the 32 chapters.

L.

10

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

That this Jeeva is entitled to Poorna Bhagavath
Anubhavam in Srivaikuntam along with Nithyasuris,
but having lost it due to his karmas and being in this
samsaaram, attains a Sadacharyan and starts to learn
about Thathvam, Hitham and Purushartham;

. That the Rahasya-thraya are the choicest essence of

all Pramaanaas;

. That the unique concept of our sampradaya to

be learnt is our Sarcera-Athma Bhavam with
Paramathma;

. That our Purvacharyas have shown us Artha-

Panchakam in the Rahasyas to be learnt;

. That the three Thathvas are most important to

be differentiated and learnt among the Archa-
Panchakam;

. That Sriya: Pathi is held up as the Isvara in Artha-

Panchakam as per Sasthras;

. That a person who has learnt the three Thathvas

becomes a Mumukshu (one who desires Moksham);,

. That Mumukshus are divided as per their Adhikaram;
. That Adhikaris have to perform different means as

per their Adhikaram;

. That the Svatantra Prapatthi Nishtan among

the Adhikaris has special Adhikaram,, namely
Aakinchanyam, etc.;

That the Prapatthi, which is a one-time function,
has five constituents or angams;

That the Sasthraic method of Bharanyasam is to be
followed with five angams;

That the Prapanna, who has surrendered the
responsibility of his Athma to Bhagavan, the
protector, is the accomplished one;

That he could detect from the signs that he has
Nishtai and thus be sanguine;

That he has to remain in this world till his requested
time of ascension because of the differentiation in
the despairing of Samsaara, and till that time he has
to do Kainkaryams suitable to his Svarupa;

That the cornerstone of Bhagavath Kainkaryam is
Bhagavatha Kainkaryam;

That Bhagavan is pleased with Kainkaryams done
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

according to Saasthraic norms only;

That the Prapanna should not commit misdeeds, and
if they happen, methods to mitigate their adverse
effects;

That the abode should be a Bagavath kshetram, to
facilitate Kainkaryams;

That the ascent from the Sareeram for this Prapanna
at the requested time is ensured by the sankalpam
of Bhagavan, without any impediments;

That Bhagavan carries the Prapanna off in
Archiradhi gathi like a king taking his son for
coronation;

That the Prapanna experiences Poorna Brahmam and
does Kainkaryam as an outlet for his overwhelming
affection;

That Bhagavan is the main Sidhdhopayam;
That Sadhyopayam is the main doable means;

That the Upaaya’s greatness is not over-estimated
to ascribe to it extraordinary powers not accepted
by Sasthras;

That the Upaaya’s greatness is not under-estimated
to create doubts on its ability;

The etymology and import of words and letters in
Ashtakshara;

The etymology and import of words and letters in
Dvayam;

The etymology and import of words and letters in
Charama Slokam;

The conduct of the Acharyas of Sathsampradaya
who teach these Rahasyas and their meanings;

The conduct of Sishyas who are totally indebted
to their Acharyas and what they could do, since no
compensation could ever be enough for Acharyas;
and

Thus, as per Sruthi-Smriti-Suthra Sampradayam,
and with good logic, to clarify doubts and to remove
seeming contradictions, I authored this work, says
Swami Desikan.

Those who want to learn this work, have to pray to a
Sadhacharyan and obtain Upadesam of it in the proper
mode. Swami says that this work is blemishless since
it follows the right path trod by Purvacharyas.

Thus, the divine feet of Sriya: Pathi is both the Upaaya
and Praapya for all of us.

(Concluded)
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