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Jyothi Jwala & Thayar Theertha Thirunal
FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

‘ x J ith the divine grace of Sri Alarmelmangai Thayar Sametha Sri Srinivasa Perumal and Sri Vedantha
Desikan, our Devasthanam has been blessed with a continuous stream of sacred celebrations
throughout the months of Aippasi and Karthikai.

The divine fervour of Aippasi began with the Deepavali festival, celebrated with great joy and spiritual
splendour. The radiant lamps lit within the temple premises illuminated not only the sanctum but also
the hearts of devotees, symbolising the victory of light over darkness and righteousness over ignorance.
The atmosphere was filled with peace and auspiciousness.

This was followed by the grand 10-day Sri Peyazhwar Thirunakshatra Utsavam. The Devasthanam was
beautifully adorned as we commemorated the Avathara Mahimai of Thirumayilai Peyazhwar, whose
divine pasurams are an integral part of our sacred Devya Prabandham. The daily processions, heartfelt
recitations of Divya Prabandham, and special sevais were conducted with profound devotion, witnessed
by a gathering of devout bhagavathas.

As we enter the sacred month of Karthikai, we joyfully anticipate the Karthikai Deepam festival — a
magnificent celebration of divine light that symbolizes the eternal brilliance of Sriman Narayana. In
keeping with our cherished tradition, the Devasthanam aims to illuminate a minimum of 40,000 lamps
this year, signifying the dispelling of ignorance and the triumph of spiritual knowledge.

We will also be treated to the Thayar Panchami Theertha Utsavam, a deeply significant occasion

R e B dedicated to seeking the benevolent blessings of
! Thayar. This utsavam marks the sacred birth of

| Goddess Padmavati and the grand culmination of her
%335 annual nine-day Brahmotsavam at our Devasthanam.
The sacred theertham and rituals performed during
this period are believed to bestow prosperity, health,
and happiness to all devotees.

1 We take great pride in continuing a glorious Sri
Vaishnava tradition, celebrating this festival in such
grandeur and elaboration at our Sri Vedantha Desikar
Devasthanam, as next to Tiruchanoor.

We express our heartfelt gratitude to all devotees,
volunteers, and patrons for their unwavering support,
selfless service, and devout participation. May
Sri Alarmelmangai Thayar Sametha Sri Srinivasa
Perumal and Sri Vedantha Desikan forever bless us all
with robust health, profound peace, and unwavering

Al
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Important Tenets Of Our Sampradaya @
Salutations To ‘Naalu Kavi Perumal’

Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

hirumangai Azhwar, whose Thirunakshathram

(Kaarthigai-Kaarthigai) falls on December 4 this
year, commands a unique place among the Azhwars.
Variously referred to as Kaliyan, Aali Nadan, Mangai
Vendhan, Parakaalan, the ‘youngest’ of his tribe was
born in ThirukKuraiyalur as the manifestation of the
Divine Bow of Sriman Narayana.

If Nammazhwar composed four Prabandhams
corresponding to the Vedas, Kaliyan came up with
six numbers — one each for the auxiliaries of the
Vedas known as Veda-angas. They are: Siksha
(phonetics and phonology), Chandhas (meter),
Vyakarna (grammar), Niruktha (etymology),
Jyothisha (astrology and astronomy) and Kalpa
(ritual).

All his works spanning 1,253 verses — Periya
Thirumozhi (1084 verses), ThirukKurum
Thaandakam (20), ThiruNedum Thaandakam (30),
Thiruvezhu-Kootrirukkai (1), Siriya Thirumadal
(40) and Periya Thirumadal (78) — ooze devotion,
humility, beauty, class, variety, and to top it all,
the doctrine of surrender. No wonder he is hailed
as ‘Master of the Four-fold Poesy’ (‘Naalu Kavi
Perumal’ in Tamil).

The four branches of poesy are:

Aasu Kavi: One with the expertise for impromptu
composition — In fact, all his Prabandhams are
spontaneous outpourings;

Madhura Kavi: One who can compose poems
brimming with sweetness and exuberance — a major
part of Periya Thirumozhi is example to this;

Chithra Kavi: One who is well-versed in specially-
structured poems — Thiruvezhu-Kootrirukkai
which has been arranged similar to the structure
of the temple car of Amudhan, the Lord of
ThirukKudandhai, perfectly fits the bill;

Visthaara Kavi: One who is proficient in elaborate
poems — The two Madals and many a stretch
in Periya Thirumozhi, wherein he performs
Mangalaasaasanam to a particular deity, qualify for
this variety.

It all started when, as a tough young man, he
wished to marry Kumudhavalli. In order to accede
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to that she laid down a condition that he feted 1,008
Bhagavathas daily and partook the Prasadham and
their Sri Paadha Theertham. This he duly did and, as
a consequence, he became poor over a period of time
and had to start borrowing. After some time even
that would not suffice and he resorted to waylaying
and robbery to make ends meet. His life turned for
the worse. It was then that the Lord decided that
enough was enough, reformed him and made him
sing His praise with distinction. What's more, the
Azhwar took from the Lord the Thiru Ashtaakshara
Manthra at dagger point and surrendered unto Him.
This incident finds a mention in the Thaniyan by
Sri Ramanuja:

aumfl upsmeoest eumfl &edl&edtnd

anfl eepwamt eamp Garbser — eumAwCHT
LDTGUWITEN6T  6uM6iTEUSILITED  LDBATLD E\SHIT6IT
LDMBIEDSHWITGSTE SHNGWITET &LIT LDmesr Geueo.
Thirumangai Mannan has the unique honour of
presenting himself with his consort in the idol
form, at the ThiruVaali temple. He travelled
through the length of the country in pursuit of
Mangalaasaasanam which eventually covered
86 Divyadesams. Thirunaraiyur, ThirukKanna
Puram, ThirukKudandhai, Thiruvenkatam and
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Thiruvarangam may be termed as his most favourite
as his indulgence in them is far too pronounced.

Thirumangai Azhwar once went to Thiruvarangam to
worship the Lord on a Thiru-Kaarthigai day. During
Thirumanjanam of the Lord and His Consorts, he
proclaimed parity for Thiruvoymozhi with the Vedas.
Not stopping with that, he brought Nammazhwar
from Azhwar Thirunagari in procession to the
Thiruvarangam temple and prayed to the Lord that he
relished the recitation of Azhwar’s Aruli-Cheyal also
during the Adhyayana Uthsavam beginning on Sukla
Paksha Ekadasi day and Arangan gleefully agreed
at once. Accordingly, during the 10 days, the Vedas
were chanted in the morning and Thiruvoymozhi
was recited in the evening. A delighted Ranganatha
ordered that this practice be followed every year and
Kaliyan ensured its continuance.

This provided a great fillip to the status of
Thiruvoymozhi in particular and the entire Divya
Prabandham in general in the centuries to come.

Thus, the Adhyayana Uthsavam has come to stay as
a very important festival in every temple’s calendar
with the importance of Dravida Vedam matching
that of its Sanskrit counterpart. In most temples
today, it is a two-fold festival — the Pagal Paththu
and Iraap Paththu — 10 days each observed either
side of Vaikunta Ekadasi.

The following Thaniyan by ThirukKottiyur Nambi
on Kaliyan, which is recited prior to Periya
Thirumozhi, is a fitting tribute to the Azhwar.

seowmsl Hedlgeaubend SHeflbGeons Heumsrd

wepwiGsmi: Lsmemi: Speflswid Bamsbd sio:!

“I salute and meditate upon Thirumangai Azhwar,
who is known as Kalikanri (destroyer of the evil
effects of Kali Yuga), who is a great poet and a
sun to the entire world, whose rays (in the form of
glittering verses) destroy the ignorance-triggered
inner darkness.”

(to be continued...)
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Srimath Rahasy-Thraya Saaram
A Manual For Beginners

Smt. Padmalatha Sridharan, Chennai

Chapter — 31
Sishya-kruthya Adhikaram

Swami Desikan explains the duties of a Sishya in
this chapter.

Swami lists the ways in which an Acharya helps
the Sishya similar to a well-wisher finding a great
treasure in the house of a very poor person and
handing it over to him.

1. The Sastras have laid down that a Sishya should
be grateful to his Acharya and not commit treason
against him. But this was just to prevent him from
being shamed in both Vibhuthis like Hiranya and
Ravana, who insulted Prahlada and Vibhishana
respectively, who advised them in good faith, but
this is not to say that it could be a compensation
ever. (Returning the favour to an Acharyan is
impossible)

2. It is said that a Sishya should submit his
Sareeram, wealth, and life to his Acharyan. He
should submit Guru Dakshina according to his
ability -- Swami says that these are similar to
rules mandating prostration, namaskaram, etc.,
and would not equal to returning the favour to
the Acharyan who is compassion personified.

3. That the Sishya should conduct himself with
Acharyan just how he would conduct himself
with Bhagavan was said not for compensation
but for him not to become blind since his
eyes are his Saasthras and for him not to lose
Acharya anubhavam here which is equivalent
to Bhagavath anubhavam.

Thus, compensating the Acharyan is impossible as
said by Sri Saandilya Bhagavan in Saandilya Smriti
thus: “Even Devas cannot compensate an Acharyan
who has given Brahmavidya. However, the Sishya
should submit something within his means with
love and affection”. Hence, a Sishya could but
console himself by submitting something to honour
the Acharyan and cannot consider himself to have
compensated the Acharyan for what he received.
What could he do then?

Whatever he has learnt should not be made
purposeless by indulging in misdeeds. He should not
propagate the Rahasyas to all and sundry, making it
like a garland in the hands of a monkey. He should
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not give it to persons who are of envious nature. Even
Srirama used to denote as Vasishta sishya only and
thus, for the Acharyan who gave Sri Vaikuntam itself
to an ordinary person, one should remain eternally
indebted and conduct himself accordingly.

When the Sishya, in turn, has an opportunity to pass
on the knowledge, he should illuminate his Guru
Parampara and express his gratefulness and the
Rahasyas’ greatness.

One who imparts Adhyathma Vidya should have
learnt it in a proper manner and not obtained it
through his own study or hidden indirect study which
is reprehensible like wearing a stolen ornament and
this could cause adverse effects. Even when he has
learnt it directly from his Acharyan, if it was not
done as prescribed in the Saasthras, then he would
be shamed as revolting.

He should always illuminate his Acharyan and if
he doesn’t, it is a great sin and his teaching won’t
have clarity and his Sva Nishtai would be impacted.
But he should also not refuse to teach a Sathsishyan
which is disobeying sastras, just as a lamp-holder
has the duty of passing on the lamp to someone
else eligible, to hold it for the king, if he is needed
elsewhere. And if he gets knowledge of any special
meanings or interpretations unknown to others by
the grace of Bhagavan, he should express them as
having received them from his Acharyan only. Then
all his teachings would be valued as being equal to
Pramaanas. His Acharyan would also be satisfied
with his efforts having become fruitful in the making
of a Sath Sishya.

(to be continued...)
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SVDD thanks Sri V.A. Raghu & Family
for sponsoring this month's issue of Desika Sandesam
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