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Well Begun Is Half Done
FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

he month of Purattasi concluded with grandeur and devotion as our Devasthanam witnessed a

series of spiritually uplifting celebrations. The Navarathri Utsavam was conducted with splendour,
featuring daily Alankarams offered to the Divine Mother, and culminated in the Mahanavami Utsavam,
followed by Vijayadasami. The Annual Swami Desikan Utsavam was celebrated with deep reverence
and bhakti, drawing large gatherings of devotees who participated enthusiastically in the various sevas
and purappadus. This was followed by the Annual Pavithrotsavam, performed in accordance with
Agamic traditions to purify and rejuvenate the sanctity of all Sannidhis and the entire temple premises.

As we now enter the sacred month of Aippasi, we look forward to the upcoming Peyazhwar
Thirunakshatram and the 10-day Festival, which will be observed with the usual devotional fervour. The
Deepavali Utsavam will also be celebrated joyously, invoking divine blessings for peace, prosperity,
and spiritual well-being for all devotees.

We are pleased to share that plans are underway to conduct the Maha Samprokshanam for our temple.
The previous Samprokshanam was held in 2013, and as twelve years have now elapsed, the time has
arrived to once again perform this consecration for the rejuvenation and spiritual renewal of the temple.
In preparation for this, the following works are proposed:

1. Painting and restoration of all Vimanams and Gopurams;

2. Increasing the height of the Vimanam of Sri Garudan Sannadhi to facilitate the proper performance
of Thirumanjanam and Archanai, in response to the growing demand from devotees;

3. Construction of new Vimanams for Sri Andal, Sri Lakshmi Narasimhar, and Sri Ramar Sannadhis;
4. Construction of Alankara Vayil at the entrance and exit gates opposite Swami Desikar Sannadhi.

5. Renovation and reconstruction of the Kal Mandapam near the main gate, restoring it to its
traditional form and utility.

We are also happy to inform devotees that the construction of the new building opposite the temple is
progressing well. The Ground Floor will house a Multipurpose Hall to conduct Upanyasams, music
programmes, and small family functions. The First and Second Floors will each have three residential
units to provide accommodation for Kainkaryaparas who render dedicated service to the temple.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all devotees and donors for their continuous support, encouragement,
and participation in every temple activity. We humbly invite those who wish to contribute towards the
forthcoming Samprokshanam and related developmental works to come forward and be part of this
noble kainkaryam. Your generous contributions will go a long way in preserving and glorifying our
ancient temple and its rich Sampradayic heritage.

May Swami Desikan and the Divya Dampathis bless all devotees and their families with health,
prosperity, and spiritual upliftment. B3
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Important Tenets Of Our Sampradaya@

The First Ones Who Set The Divine Ball Rolling

Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

n Aippasi, the Tamil month, we have three Azhwars’ Avathara Days lined up — that of Poigai Azhwar,
Bhuthath-Azhwar and Peyazhwar, known as the First Azhwars.

Features of their Avathara are as follows:

Poigai Azhwar Bhuthath-Azhwar Peyazhwar
Star of Birth Thiruvonam Avittam Sathayam
Place of Birth Thiruvehka ThirukKadal Mallai Thirumayilai
As Manifestation of Conch Mace Dagger

It was this trio that set the ‘Divya Prabandham’ ball
rolling so to say, after the Azhwars had a chance
meeting in ThirukKovalur.

Poigai Azhwar first went there to worship the Lord on
what turned out to be a rainy night. He took shelter
in the verandah of a small house and thinking that
he would worship the Lord on the morrow, he lay
down there. After some time, Bhuthath-Azhwar, with
the rain intensifying, reached the same place and
since there was just enough space for two to sit only,
they both sat there. Then entered Peyazhwar, fully
drenched, and the three could barely stand there.
Amidst thunder and lightning and under pitch-dark
condition, they felt that they were being pressed hard
against as someone else was (apparently) trying to
squeeze himself in.

They realised through their insight that the 'imposing'
fourth person was none other than the Lord Himself.

Their joy knew no bounds and they burst into
rapturous verses on His greatness.

To start with, Poigai Azhwar removed the external
obscurity (darkness) with the Earth as his Lamp, the
Ocean as the Oil and the radiant Sun as the Flame.
He offered a Garland (Mudhal Thiruvantaadhi) at
the feet of the discus-wielding Lord, so that we may
cross the misery-ocean.

Bhuthath-Azhwar followed suit as he obliterated
internal obscurity (ignorance) with his Love as the
Lamp, Eagerness as the Oil and his Heart as the
Wick. Melting himself, he lit a Lamp and offered a
Garland of Knowledge (Irandaam Thiruvantaadhi)
to Narayana.

The darkness having been wiped out completely,
Peyazhwar had a wonderful vision of the Lord
and His Consort on His frame, launched into
his Moonraam Thiruvantaadhi, starting with
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"ThirukKanden, Ponmeni Kanden'. "I have seen the
lotus-dame on the frame of my ocean-hued Lord,
who has the radiance of the golden Sun. He wields
a fiery discus and a dextrous conch in his hands.'

Of special significance is the Thiru Avathara Day of
Peyazhwar at our Temple. This being his Avathara
Sthalam, there is an exclusive shrine for the Azhwar.
A 10-day festival culminating in Aippasi-Sathayam
is conducted at the Temple. This year, the Avathara
Days of the Azhwars fall on October 30, 31 and
November 1 respectively. Peyazhwar Uthsavam
commences on 23rd October with procession in
the mornings and Aasthanam with Perumal and
Thiruvoymozhi chanting in the evenings. On the
Satrumurai day, there will be a grand purappadu in
the evening.

The Vaazhi-Thirunamam of Peyazhwar which is
chanted daily at the Temple is given below:

BSmLewnedbg mbuiened HamHSEHTET umHGLI
&1 wiuduied FSWID C\FNSS eueTaned eumPGW
OBBSHWLET BevLsflufed Beirmiligmes eumHGW
GBEF&ESME0 HHLOMENl6 eugeySH6TITLIET UG

‘BmEHHTCLET  6T6N EMMID  6\&MetTesT  6\F6e06uS5GSHT6s
aumpfGw

FImP euctTTerTTERETGW  E\GUIGNEILDEITHTEST  euMLAGW
OLHESG WEWTGsTeN a&sBeitmnest eumHGWL
GUIWIMDEUTTT SEWETTMLIQSHET EILIHBE0SH0 eumAGUI.
"Hail to the one who rose in the City of Thirumayilai!

Hail to the generous one who hailed on Aippasi-
Sathayam!

Hail to the one who stood in a packed vestibule;

Hail to the one who, out of sheer devotion, had the
vision of the Lord Vishnu!

Hail to the affluent one who sang a hundred verses
starting with ‘ThirukKanden’!

Hail to the one who regarded only the discus-wielder
as the Lord!

Hail to the one who was praised by Thirumazhisai
Azhwar!

Hail to Peyazhwar’s feet, in this great world!"

(to be continued...)
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Srimath Rahasya-Thraya Saaram
A Manual For Beginners

Smt. Padmalatha Sridharan, Chennai

Chapter — 30
Acharya-kruthya Adhikaram

Swami elaborates on the duties of an Acharyan in
this chapter.

Sriman Narayana is the first Acharyan in our
Sathsampradayam and the Rahasyas which have been
handed over to generations are unknown to persons of
other Sampradayam just like a lioness’ milk available
only to the cub.

The Acharyas contemplate upon their meaning and
if they find Sishyas who are Sathvik, have good
conduct, etc., and fit to be acquiesced by Bhagavan,
then they test them upon their grasp, aptitude,
etc. When the Sishyas become fully interested in
learning the Rahasyas and do not consider any other
knowledge as important, then the Acharyas will give
Upadesams to the Sath Sishyas. The Acharyas also
would endeavour to see that the Rahasyarthas do not
fall into the hands of persons with Asura Svabhavam
like envy, jealous, etc.

The Acharyas lecture upon Thathva, Hitha (means)
and Purushartha thus:

1. There exists an eternal Athma which is different
from body, sense organs, etc. There exists a
Paramathma who is Seshi, Antharyami to all
sentient and non-sentient beings. For the Athma,
except for this Paramathma, neither self nor anyone
else could be the protector.

2. “From time immemorial, I have been caught up in
the cycle of Samsara, and to avoid re-births and
the resultant sorrows, please protect me by keeping
me in Your feet” — This is the prayer to be made
to Bhagavan after Guru Parampara Dhyanam and
Dvaya Ucharanam, and surrendering unto His feet,
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your Athma and its belongings and the ensuing

responsibilities are to be submitted to Sriman
Narayana.

3. “Sadhacharyan has shown me the Perumal, and
I have attained Him and He will never let go of
me” — With this faith, during the time remaining in
this world, as a rehearsal to the blissful experience
ahead, behave in a flawless favourable manner.

Swami concludes by saying that the Rahasya-Thraya
meanings as elucidated by him, were from the Sath
Sampradaya of Purvacharya of Kidambi Appullar (his
uncle), who is extolled as ‘Vedanta Udhayana’ and
who had the fortune of doing Madaipalli Kainkaryam
(cooking) for Sri Ramanujar, namely Kidambi
Aachaan.

Swami says that he was trained like a parrot by his
Acharyan and because of his blessings, Bhagavan
illuminated hidden meanings too and these were
upheld without fault by Swami to advocate to us.
(to be continued...)
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S. Venkataramanan,
18/20, Kesava Perumal South Street,
Opp. Akshara Play School,
Mylapore, Chennai - 600 004.
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SVDD thanks Sri S. Venkataramanan
for sponsoring this month's issue of Desika Sandesam
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