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Special Month For Swami Desika’s Devotees

FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

ith the divine grace of |
Sri Vedantha Desika and
Sri Alarmelmangai Sametha Sri |
Srinivasa Perumal, we are pleased to
share our thoughts for the month of

Purattasi through Desika Sandesam. |4

The previous month was a
sacred one, marked by the grand |
Jyeshtabhishekam. Owing to this,
there were comparatively fewer

festivals and purappadus, except
for Sri Hayagreeva Jayanthi, Sri
Jayanthi, and a few other special

occasions. Regular Utsavams and
Panchaparvams were not conducted owing to Jyeshtabhishekam.

As we step into Purattasi, one of the most auspicious months for Srivaishnavites, we look forward to
a season of devotion, festivals, and celebrations. Purattasi holds special significance as it is considered
dearest to Lord Srinivasa Perumal. Devotees observe Purattasi Saturdays with fasting, special prayers,
and temple visits, seeking the Lord’s blessings. In our Devasthanam too, Purattasi stands out as a month
of vibrant and spiritually uplifting festivities.

This month we will be blessed to celebrate:
» Navarathri Festival, glorifying Sri Mahalakshmi and culminating in Mahanavami and Vijaya Dasami.

* Annual Swami Desikan Utsavam, a highlight of our Devasthanam, when we cherish and relive the
life, works, and contributions of our illustrious Acharya.

+ Pavithrotsavam, the annual purification ritual of the temple, performed with devotion to uphold the
sanctity and prosperity of all our rituals and festivals.

These occasions will bring together devotees in large numbers to participate in the divine celebrations,
seeking spiritual enrichment and the blessings of our Lord and Acharya.

The Trustees will also, in the forthcoming issue, present a detailed account of the activities, developments
and arrangements planned in connection with the proposed Samprokshanam of our temple. We humbly
request all devotees to extend their wholehearted support, involvement and contribution to make this
sacred event a grand success.

We look forward to your continued participation in all our festivals and temple activities. Let us together
offer our prayers and service at the divine feet of Sri Srinivasa Perumal and Swami Vedantha Desika. 3
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Our Sampradaya

Hail To A Great Acharya - One Of His Kind

Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

s we prepare to celebrate Swami Desika’s

Vaarshika Mahothsavam (758th Thirunak
shathram) the mind gets boggled marvelling at his
greatness and overwhelmed by the mercy he has
shown to us.

Knowledge (Jnanam), adherence to orthodoxy
(Anushtaanam), austerity (Vairagyam) and nobility
(Athma Gunam) are considered as the most
important traits of a model Sri Vaishnava preceptor.
That Swami Desika was an epitome of all these and
beyond has been well documented in his illustrious
life account.

To comprehend his greatness in full is a Herculean
task, at least for me, given the acutely limited
knowledge at my disposal. And trying to compress all
of it in a Note of this nature is even more daunting.
But, that wouldn’t deter me from making an attempt,
for I have been longing for it for long.

Learned men aver that it is impossible not to get
awe-struck by the remarkable appeal his works make
for, his mastery over the nuances of the language
(whether Sanskrit or Tamil) and the sheer volume
and range of his works. It is not often that quality
and quantity go together but in our Acharya’s case it
would seem that they had compromised and forged
an awesome combination.

An academician of North Indian origin observed with
profundity: "Vedantha Desika ennobles his poetry
by philosophy and embellishes his philosophy by
poetry'. That he was a follower of a different faith
puts the accolade in proper perspective. Such is the
wield of the great master’s spell, it can floor anyone.

The amazing array of his works numbering
well over a hundred — ranging through hymns
(28), poetics (4), drama (1), philosophics (14),
commentaries (8), procedurals (2) esoterics (32) and
Tamil Prabandhams (24) — bears testimony to his
unparalleled prolificacy. It is something, perhaps, no
one has ever done from across philosophies.

But for divinity this would not have been possible.
Composing of Padhuka Sahasram (1008 slokas)
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and its circumstances are a case in point. To have
scripted such a class act in three hours is unbelievable
otherwise. Consider some of the pointers in his life:

e Intervention of Lord Venkatesa’s grace even prior
to his birth;

® To have been born on Purattasi-Sravanam —
exactly the Avathara day of the Lord;

® The matchless mastery he attained in all aspects
of learning at a very young age;

e To have directly received initiation of Manthras
from Garuda;

® To have been conferred the titles by Periya
Perumal (Vedanthacharya) and Periya Piraatti
(Sarvathanthra Swathanthra);

e His adopting a unique style for Daya Sathakam
— that of addressing the Compassion of the Lord
and not the Lord Himself (because no one calls
out himself) whereas he has used the conventional
vocative for other Deities in other hymns.

They all corroborate to show that it is a reality, not
a mere belief, that Sri Desika is an incarnation of
Lord Venkatesa Himself. To top it all, there is a
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compelling and clinching evidence that brings to ~ Thooppul in the year 1268. Is not our Acharya hailed

the fore Kaliyan’s clairvoyance. as "sedwelt 2 oI Glg OEMEIL SHSSIEOLBLTET?
LnsiTenen DMbeTAleniL SNeTALMESCSTT Pillai Lokacharya paid one of the most telling
istremen GoursLEs) © S8l Seu® GUMLl tributes to Swami Desika with his Thaniyan, saying

that if people got to know even a single work of
the great master, that would be enough to grant
prosperity in their lives:

6T6TTEMENT  DHEHEDL FFEDET  6TLDLATTET
S60TEETT WIMD Q\F6tTM) HMetoIBLD  HevorsmeiGev.
(Periya Thirumozhi 10-1-2)

Fonnetin) FULed HBGeUrhISBLLPEDLUITEDT
"My gold, gem, stunning lightning, my lord and  unegnems eensien LpoMALET @OTTeI)
my master — we had worshipped Him at the peak of  giGew SiewwbwnGsn smmewiuisd aumpeurise
Thiruvenkatam. We shall go and have His Darsan  emnGewpt1 Gumsreyb eumpey.

in Thiru-Thanka too (Thooppul)". If our Sampradaya were to be likened to a gem-

It may be seen that the Azhwar directly descends  studded pendant, Sri Ramajuna is Nayaka Mani — the
to Thiru-Thanka from Thiruvenkatam, strongly  central or anchoring piece and Swami Desika is a
suggesting or even foretelling the Avathara of shiny and precious stone of breathtaking hues. The
Swami Desika. For three reasons, putting the fact legacy of our tradition is a lofty one and we should
(Thiruvenkatam followed by Thiru-Thanka) down strive to follow in the footsteps of our great Acharyas
to mere coincidence would defy logic. and fulfil our obligations earnestly.

Meanwhile, let us all celebrate the Acharya’s
Uthsavam not only with devotion and dedication,
but also with pomp and fanfare. However hard we
try, it would still be inadequate as it is impossible
to pay back for the compassion he has poured on
us by removing our ignorance and showing us the
Saranaagathi way through his great works.

Firstly, Kaliyan has performed Mangalaasanam to 86
Divyadesams and the follow-up to Thiruvenkatam
could have been any of the other 84 instead of
Thiru-Thanka. Secondly, Thiru-Thanka has been
sung only by Kaliyan and that too in only two
paasurams, rendering the probability of a 'chance
co-occurrence' of the two Divyadesams far too
negligible. Finally and very interestingly, future
tense (snesor@w - shall go and see) has been used for . . . GumbPlwsiugID LbSulansmsTagId OLMIGLSD
Thiru-Thanka, signalling the birth of Sri Desika. STHNEETTILGID FHMEeGAIT WETETDALDHMSHEE.

To quote from his own verse:

Thiruvenkatamudaiyan promptly fulfilled Kaliyan’s ~ (Adhikara Sangraham - 38)
wishes by His incarnation as Venkatanatha in (to be continued...)

[ J [J [J (] J
OhIVBHTHET HUMDBDSH
Lpoug Lgnlig) SienLibs6uTaEnH s,
12 piisen eusmpuieunen enshsTwhGmeTE QFiwn cuemasule,
o LgSlaenLer, b BCaeusvgrengdlen 'uh CaumsdLs Sissn’ Quridl aumdng.
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‘b CaBIBBLF HiTHHID’
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Srimath Rahasya-Thraya Saaram
A Manual For Beginners

Smt. Padmalatha Sridharan, Chennai

Chapter — 29
Charama Sloka Adhikaram

Swami Desikan explains in detail and clarifies all
doubts in the Charama Slokam of Bhagavan Krishna
which is the third Rahasya.

Swami first describes the circumstances under
which this Charama Sloka was uttered by Bhagavan
Krishna -- to console Arjuna who was petrified
of consequences from killing relatives and gurus.
Bhagavan advised him about the Aathma Svarupam,
how it is different from Sariram and about Karma
Yoga, Jnaana Yoga and Bhakti Yoga to attain the
ultimate goal. When Arjuna despaired of performing
the arduous Bhakti Yoga, Sri Krishna uttered this
Charama Sloka in which He advocates Prapatthi as
it had already been established as an alternative to
Bhakti in the Sloka ‘Bhaktya paramaya vaapi prapatya
va mahamathe’. The first part of the Charama Sloka
mandates Upaayam and the second part describes
the phalanx, thus being the motivation for Upaayam.

“Sarva Dharman” denotes, all Upasanams with all
their Angams as necessitated by Sasthras.

“Parityajya” means to sacrifice the desire, because
of inability, in performing such Upaasanams. This
goes to qualify the Adhikari. When “parityajya” is
taken to be a rule (vidhi), it denotes the kaarpanyam
or incapability and thus qualifies Prapatthi as stand-
alone which does not need anything else to fructify.
It does not apply to Svarupa Tyagam of Nithya,
Naimithika karmas and Varna-asrama dharmas. It
only means except for the essential five angams
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during Prapatthi, it does not require any specific
dharma as angam for Prapatthi. A Prapanna should
continue to do his Nithya, Naimithika karmas as
per Sasthras for Bhagavan’s pleasure. As already
mentioned, the sabdas denoting devathaantaram in
the mandated karmas reach up to Paramathma and
thus do not impact paramaikanthitvam. He should
do kainkaryams only after completing the mandated
Nithya karmas like Sandhyavandhanam as per his
sutras, etc. If ‘parityajya’ is taken as a rule, it serves to
caution the Mumukshu not to embark upon impossible
means, desist from arduous tasks and sacrifice other
means except Prapatthi.

“Maam”, “Ekam” and “Aham” denote the Independent
Master who is very accessible and who is the means.
He is always inclined towards us, anticipating our
request and eagerly awaits it. “Maam” denotes Him
with all His attributes, Divya Mangala vigraham
and Piratti. “Ekam” means He is both Upaayam
and phalan and is the stand-alone cause and hence
Prapanna is not the main Kartha (doer) of Upaayam
but only Bhagavan is the Sidhdhopaayam and
Prapatthi is nothing but a means of attracting Him.

There are many arguments against Prapatthi raised
by some, based on “Ekam”, to say that since He is
Sidhdhopaayam, Prapatthi is unwarranted. Swami
annihilates these arguments one by one emphatically.
He establishes that ‘Eka’ sabdam denotes that no
other means is needed other than Prapatthi and no
karmas are required, per se, as angams for Prapatthi
and quotes various instances from puranas of various
Saranagathis to prove this. Prapatthi can give any
benefit and it stands in place of other Upaayams based
on differentiation between Adhikaaris.

“Saranam” denotes Saranagathi and though it was
addressed to Arjuna, it applies to everyone who
doesn’t have any other refuge than Bhagavan.

“Vraja” is similar to “Prapadye” in Dvayam. It denotes
the function of Prapatthi.

It needs to be done only once and it mitigates all sins
including Praarabda except the accepted Praarabda
left till requested time of ascension. Swami refutes
the arguments questioning Jeeva’s kartrutvam and
determines that it is not contradictory to expect a
prayer from a Jeeva as he is Paraadheena Kartha and
he has to experience the consequences of his actions
as per Sasthras.
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Thus, in the first part, Bhagavan mandated the do-
ables from a Mumukshu and in the second part, He
elucidates on what He does in acceptance of Prapatthi.

“Aham” denotes His incomparable ability to make
impossible things possible and thus He can deplete
innumerable sins for the excuse of a small deed due
to His favour.

“Thva” denotes the Mumukshu who has learnt the
three thathvas, has clarity about the ephemeral and
ultimate benefit, is incapable of performing Bhakti
Yoga, and is praying to Bhagavan to remove the
impediments for phalan.

“Sarva papa” sabdam denotes the impediments
causing adverse effects and reversal of benefits. Here
Swami clarifies that Punyas are also in the same grade
as Paapas as they also prevent Moksham and cause
temporary benefits like swarga, etc. He expands on
this Paapa sabdam from Saranagati Gadhyam. He
reiterates that Buddhi Poorvaka Paapam will not be
mitigated without Praayaschitham or punishment
and goes on to refute the argument that such Paapas
are enjoyed by Perumal as He is merciful. Some
Prapannas may seemingly be let off without any
punishment even for deliberate misdeeds but actually
they would be experiencing adverse effects definitely,
unknown to others, says Swami. So, a Prapanna
should be very careful in not accruing Buddhi
Poorvaka Paapam and Bhaagavatha Apacharam.

“Mokshayishyami” means Bhagavan says that “I
will make you a Muktha when you desire”. Here,
mitigation of sins denotes that Bhagavan has let go of
His nigraham. All Paapas except accepted Praarabda
are destroyed and, after Prapatthi, careless and
involuntary sins do not touch him. Deliberate sins
are depleted through Praayaschitham and left-overs
through punishment. Regarding Punyas, those not
against ultimate benefit are experienced here and
the left-overs are distributed to well-wishers. All the

Paapas which were destroyed or those that did not
latch on to the Papanna are distributed among his
haters during the last stage, says Swami.

Now a question arises as to how they will get his
Paapas and experience adverse effects for something
which they did not do and someone else did. Swami
answers by saying that they hated this Bhaagavatha
which is a Buddhi Poorvaka Paapam for which they
are getting his Paapas as karma phalan. When all
Paapas and Punyas are thus nullified, there is no
further cause for delay in getting his desire.

Kaivalyam is not Moksham and it is in between
Aiswaryam and Bhagavath anubhavam which is
Saayujyam in Vaikuntam and the kaivalyarthi remains
in prakruthi mandalam.

By “Maa sucha:” Bhagavan means, “You need not do
arduous Bhakti Yoga for your desired benefit which
you will get without delay by this Upaayam and
hence you have no cause for sorrow anymore”. The
Prapanna gets divested of responsibility regarding
his Athma and relieved of his fear regarding his
previous misdeeds affecting the ultimate benefit
(Nirbharam and Nirbhayam). When a Prapanna’s
sorrow knows no bounds, he does Aartha Prapatthi as
he cannot bear even a second more of this Samsaara.
Druptha Prapanna is one who is also sorrowful but
has consoled himself with Bhagavath, Bhaagavatha
kainkaryam here, and it does not mean that he has
pride, arrogance or self-indulgence in material things.
Swami goes on to list ten meanings for this sabdam
relating to ten types of sorrow which are relieved due
to Prapatthi.

Thus, Charama Sloka mandates a Prapanna to
not embark upon the Bhakti Yoga for which he is
incapable, but surrender unto Bhagavan, as Bhagavan
promises to mitigate all his sins and hence he need
not be sorrowful..

(to be continued...)
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for sponsoring this month's issue of Desika Sandesam
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