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Aani Anugraham

FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

ith the divine grace of our Acharyan, Sri Vedanta Desikan, and the boundless blessings of Sri Srinivasa

Perumal and Sri Alarmelmangai Thayar, we are pleased to share the highlights of the sacred events
that took place at our temple during the auspicious month of Vaikasi, as well as the upcoming festivals in
the spiritually significant month of Aani.

Vaikasi highlights

The Annual Brahmotsavam, a cornerstone of our temple’s spiritual calendar, holds profound significance.
Instituted by Lord Brahma himself to invoke the divine presence of the Lord on earth and to uphold dharma,
this Utsavam sanctifies the surroundings, showers blessings upon devotees, and reaffirms the agamic and
traditional grandeur of our temple rituals. It remains a spiritual beacon, uniting the community in collective
devotion and service.

This year, as in years past, the 10-day Brahmotsavam of Sri Srinivasa Perumal was celebrated with grandeur,
adherence to tradition. Each day witnessed meticulously performed rituals, magnificent alankarams, and
uplifting pathi ulathal and processions, enriching the spiritual atmosphere. The Garuda Sevai, Nachiyar
Thirukkolam, Yanai Vahanam, and Rathotsavam (Ther) were among the most notable, drawing an enthusiastic
response from devotees. We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all devotees, kainkaryaparas, and volunteers
whose dedicated efforts made the celebrations memorable and spiritually fulfilling.

In addition, the Thotta Utsavam and Nammazhwar Satrumurai were conducted with full Vedic and Divya
Prabandha honours, bringing alive the spirit of Azhwar’s bhakti and Acharya kainkaryam.

Aani — A month of divine grace

The Tamil month of Aani occupies a unique place in our religious calendar, marked by sacred observances
that underscore themes of purification, divine order, and spiritual renewal. Prayers and homams performed
during this month are believed to bestow health, peace, and prosperity. Aani is also particularly sacred for
the worship of Lord Sudarsana, the divine embodiment of protection and energy.

Upcoming celebrations

As we step into Aani, we look forward to celebrating the Kodai Utsavam, offering fragrant, cooling rituals
to our Perumal and Thayar in the spirit of loving service (seva). We are also looking forward to Sudarsana
Jayanthi — the sacred appearance day of Sri Sudarsana Azhwar. A special Sudarsana Homam will be
performed on 12th July 2025, with full Vedic sanctity, invoking divine blessings for the well-being of all
devotees and the welfare of our state and nation. All are warmly invited to participate and receive the grace
of Chakratthazhwar.

Welcoming the New Electoral Board

We extend our sincere congratulations to the newly elected 11 members of the Electoral Board, who will
serve a 7-year term. We thank all the voters and participants for ensuring a smooth election process, reflecting
the unity and devotion of our temple community.

A note of gratitude

Our heartfelt thanks go to all devotees, patrons, volunteers, and well-wishers for your unwavering support
and reverent participation in every religious and cultural event of our Devasthanam. Your involvement
sustains and strengthens the living tradition of our sampradaya. May we continue to walk together on the
path of dharma and kainkaryam, under the ever-watchful grace of our Acharyan and the Divya Dampathis. &%
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Important Tenets

4

Of Our Sampradaya@

The Radiant ‘Right-hand’ Of Sriman Narayana

Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

In this month of Aani, we have two successive
important days — that of Sri Sudharsana Jayanthi
and Periyazhwar Saatrumurai, which occur on July
4 and 5, respectively. So, here is a brief overview of
the greatness of the Divine Discus in this write-up.

The Chakra or the Discus, reverentially referred
to as Sudharsana Azhwan, is the principal weapon
amongst the five in the armoury of Sriman Narayana.
The other four are the conch, sword, mace and bow.
Adorning the right hand of the Lord, the Chakra is
an embodiment of wisdom and power.

These virtues have been well exemplified and
documented by Swami Desika as he sought the divine
grace of Sudharsana when he chose to compose his
Tamil Prabandham 'Paramatha Bhangam' which
is an outright condemnation of other religions
(philosophies). In that, the first and final verses are
dedicated to the Discus Lord. The author concludes
the Prabandham saying that Sudharsana is none
other than a manifestation of the radiance of Lord
Ranganatha.

S5 STeueneTunIMIST GHe\F6iTe LD6dTevHW
Sagflaen aslw rOTer LuwmkisGsr!

Thus, Sudharsana is not just a weapon in the Lord’s
hand but a divine Avathara in his own right. Legends
have his Avathara day as Aani-Chitthirai. He is a
‘Nithyasuri’ forever basking in the grace and service
of the Lord. Always in alert-mode at the disposal of
Lord Vishnu, Sudharsana is ever ready to fulfil the
commands of his master, underlining the importance
of impromptu service to the Lord.

There are countless references in the Vedas, Ithihasas,
Puranas, Divya Prabandham, Purvacharya’s works
and Swami Desika’s Sri Sookthis about this ‘go-
to person’ of Lord Vishnu. In fact, Sri Desika has
dedicated two exclusive hymns for the Divine
Discus, namely, Sudharsana Ashtakam (9 Slokas)
and Shodasayudha Sthothram (19 Slokas).

In his unique style, Swami Desika captures the
radiance, smoothness, speed and conquests of the
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Chakra in Sudharsana Ashtakam which brings out
numerous virtues of the Chakra. Some of these are:

e Striking terror in the enemy ranks

e Being the subject of worship in the Veda called
Sathapatha Brahmana

e Being an expert in saving his devotees

e Possessing the six natural and principal qualities
(like the Lord) in plenty

e Being like the sun to the darkness of worldly
miseries of his devotees

e Secated in great Yanthraa-design installed by
devotees as prescribed in scriptures

e Being the quintessence of all entities of the world
e Destroying fear and disease from all quarters

In Shodasayuha Sthothram, Swami Desika sings
the glory of the sixteen weapons that adorn as many
hands of Sudharsana. These weapons, the author says
in the 18th Sloka, Sudharsana uses to safeguard the
whole world.

The 16 weapons which the Azhwan carries — eight
each on the right and the left — are as follows:

On his right are: 1. Chakra, the Discus; 2. Parasu,
the Axe; 3. Kuntha, the Spear; 4. Dhanda, the Baton;
5. Ankusa, the Goad; 6. Agni, the fire; 7. Nandhaka,
the Sword; 8. Shakthi, the Dart.

On his left are: 9. Sankha, the Conch; 10. Saarnga,
the Bow; 11. Paasa, the Noose; 12. Seera, the Plough;
13. Vajra, the Thunderbolt; 14. Gadha, the Mace; 15.
Musala, the Pestle and 16. Soola, the Trident.

The grace of Sudharsana is known to guarantee all
that is auspicious, especially, good health and success.
Obvious it is from our day-to-day experience that not
only does he grant success but does it in quick time,
quite in tune with his characteristics.

May all be recipients of the grace of the Divine
Discus!

(to be continued...)
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Srimath Rahasya-Thraya Saaram
A Manual For Beginners

Smt. Padmalatha Sridharan, Chennai

Chapter — 26
Prabhava Raksha Adhikaram

Swami extols the greatness of Upaaya in this chapter
so that it is not undermined by others.

It is said that both grievous sins and great virtues
yield phalan (results) quickly in this very life. In the
case of Prapatthi, it even has the power to deplete
Praarabdha karmas, unlike bhakti. Depending on the
desperation and prayer of the Prapanna, the paapas
are destroyed even before the requested time — be
it the next second, day, month, or the end of the
sareeram — and this is denoted by Bhagavan’s
words: “Maa Sucha:”.

Some people questioned the ability of Prapatthi to
deplete Praarabdha karmas as follows:

If Praarabdha karmas can also be depleted by
Prapatthi, then the sorrows caused by their phalan
should not occur to a Prapanna. Just as other benefits
accrue to a Prapanna without asking, these karma
phalans too could have been destroyed by Him, even
if not expressly requested during Prapatthi. Yet we
see Prapannas experiencing sorrows; hence, it might
merely be eulogistic to claim that Prapatti removes
Praarabdha karmas too.

Swami responds that if Iswara were to cause a
Prapanna to experience only pleasures in this
world, without any sorrow, he would never develop
detachment from it. His Bhagavat anubhavam also
will not grow. Just like a father who disciplines
his errant child, Bhagavan punishes hard natured
ones through these sorrows which are actually
anugrahams only.

Swami illustrates this with an anecdote from
Bhattar’s life — when the king asked Bhattar whether
he had a particular ailment, Bhattar replied, 'l have
one teacher’. For niyataayus, to get vairagyam to
leave the world, and for aniyataayus, to ensure that
he does not do Ayushya Homam, etc., to increase
his life span. Sorrows in the form of ailments, etc.,
are teachers.

Bhagavan causes sorrows to make a Prapanna
despair of this world and the adverse experiences
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punishments and cause prayaschitham are palan for
upaayam. The 'punishments' might even appear as
favorable outcomes from Praarabdha karmas. This is
explained by Kakasura episode where the loss of an
eye for a serious offender like kakasura was indeed
an anugraham to him since he would not dare to
repeat his misdeed causing further paapas and thus of
ultimate benefit to him. His life was saved — which
completed his Prapatthi phalan.

Though our paapas in a second can cause us to be
in this world till Mahapralayam, without overruling
sastraic restrictions, the greatness of Prapatthi in
destroying them have to be accepted fully. Even
heinous crimes, such as murdering one’s parents,
if committed before Prapatthi, are destroyed by
Bhagavan. If committed afterwards, they are treated
as deliberate utthara paapa and depleted accordingly.
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Swami then cautions us that those Bhagavatas
who, bound by circumstance, have embarked on
the paths of karma yoga, jnana yoga, etc., and
seek material pleasures, should not be taunted or
ignored. One who stumbles in the right path is
greater than one who took the wrong path. As per
Sastras, our conduct with Bagavathas who have left
out one or two Samskarams like Thapam, Pundram,
Naamam, etc., (out of the Pancha Samskaramas)
have some differentiation, Yet, failing to regard them
respectfully — or worse, abusing them — is harmful,
as they too would get Moksham eventually.

When it is said that Karma yoga will never go
waste and become fruitful at a later time, it would
obviously apply to Prapatthi which is even greater.
Swami quotes Gita, Itihasa Samuchayam, etc., to
establish that, if even repeat offenders would get
moksha phalan after prayaschittham, then there
is no doubt about blemishless, Prapannas getting
moksham and their greatness cannot be assessed
correctly, even by nithyasuris. Thus, we should not
offend Bhaagavathas at any cost even if they seem
to stray from the right path. Bhashyakarar mentioned
Bhagavath, Bhaagavatha apacharams, specifically
other than dos and donts and since bagavathas are
rare to see in this world, they should be celebrated.
Those who are into Bhagavan would get moksham
eventually even if they are offenders, and even those
who just appear to be Bhaagavathas by outer signs
and not intrinsically so, should also be honoured till
they are outed.

Regarding Nama Sankeerthanam, it causes benefit
only to those who have no hatred towards Bhagavan.

It is said in Srimad Bagavatham that invoking

Bhagavan’s name even in jest, to denote someone,
say it without knowing the meaning, just blabber
it etc., would render one holy, but Swami clarifies
that this applies only to those who do not offend
Bhagavan deliberately or hate Him.

Then a question arises - Some people seem to
have attained Sadgathi even with hatred, fear etc.,
towards Iswara, like Sisupala, Kamsa etc., as per
puranas. Swami clarifies that there are special
circumstances regarding specific adhikaris which
caused this. It is said that those who die in certain
Bhagavath Kshethrams get moksham -- this applies
only to those without misdeeds, says Swami, as
otherwise offenders too would get moksham just
because of having lived there. Residing in Bhagavath
Kshethram helps in the limited sense of getting
enlightenment in the last stages, correcting him, only
if, he has erred by indulging in material pleasures
in a Sastraic way. There is a rider here that just as
Kshethra abode causes virtuosity, sins committed
there have multifold effects. But Iswara will deplete
the sins in some manner and ensure moksham.

A Prapanna should know that Bhagavan is the Only
Commander and treat His Bhaagavathas as precious
as water in a desert. He should not commit misdeeds
by all three organs of mind, speech and body for
as long as he remains in this world, mingle with
Bhaagavathas honourably and keep contemplating
upon Bhagavan anticipating his ascension to
Srivaikuntam.

(to be continued...)
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R. Parthasarathy & Dhirish Parthasarathy,

Nanganallur, Chennai 600 061.
Mobile: 94440 06719.
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SVDD thanks Sri R. Parthasarathy & Dhirish Parthasarathy
for sponsoring this month's issue of Desika Sandesam
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