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Divine Bliss In Panguni

FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

As we step into the divine month of Panguni, we take a moment to reflect on the spiritually uplifting
events of Maasi, which filled our Devasthanam with fervor and devotion. By the boundless grace
of Sri Srinivasa Perumal, Sri Alarmelmanga Thayar, and our revered Acharya, Sri Vedantha Desikar,
we were blessed to witness and partake in several momentous occasions.

Maasi highlights

A landmark event in our temple’s history was the release of the ‘Sathamana Samvatsara Malar,’
a souvenir commemorating 100 years of Sri Srinivasa Perumal and Sri Alarmelmanga Thayar at our
Devasthanam. The first copy was released by Srimath 46th Azhagiyasinga, Sri Ranganatha Yathindra
Maha Desikan of Sri Ahobila Mutt and received by esteemed dignitaries, including Senior Advocate
Sri K. Parasaran, Sri N. Ravi (The Hindu), Sri Seshasayee, Sri Parthasarathy, Sri S. Ravindran,
Sri K. Gopala Desikan, among others.

On this grand occasion, we had the privilege of honoring the past and present Archakas,
Kainkaryaparas, Centenary Committee Members, Electoral Board Members, and other
distinguished contributors whose dedication has upheld the sanctity of our temple.

Another significant event was the Dhavanotsavam, celebrated with deep devotion over three days. The
elaborate Thirumanjanam in the morning and Unjal Sevai in the evening provided devotees with divine
blessings. The Carnatic music concerts by renowned artists further enriched the spiritual atmosphere,
elevating the devotional experience for all who attended.

Maasi Magham

On this sacred day, Sri Srinivasa Perumal graced the devotees with a special Purappadu to the seashore
for the Samudra Snanam. Accompanied by Vedic chants and Archanai, the deities were ceremoniously
bathed, invoking divine blessings for prosperity, well-being, and spiritual upliftment.

Devotees took a holy dip in the sea, believing it to cleanse sins and grant immense spiritual merit. The
event concluded with a grand return procession, filling the hearts of devotees with divine bliss.

This Maasi Magham Samudra Snanam is a profoundly spiritually enriching experience, drawing
devotees closer to the divine grace of Sri Alarmelmanga Nayaka Sametha Sri Srinivasa Perumal and
Swami Desikan.

Utsavams in Panguni

As we move forward, Panguni brings a series of grand Utsavams, offering devotees numerous
opportunities to seek the divine blessings of Perumal and Thayar.

e Panguni Utsava Thirukalyanam — The sacred wedding ceremony of Sri Alarmelmanga Thayar
and Sri Srinivasa Perumal will be performed with all Vedic traditions, signifying their divine
union and bestowing prosperity and well-being upon devotees.

e Pallava Utsavam, Ugadi Utsavam & 10-day Ramar Utsavam will also be celebrated with
grandeur.

We earnestly invite all devotees to participate in these sacred events and receive the divine grace of
Perumal, Thayar, and Swami Desikan. Your continued devotion and support sustain the rich traditions
of our temple, and we look forward to celebrating these Utsavams together.

May Sri Alarmelmanga Thayar Sametha Sri Srinivasa Perumal and Swami Desikan shower their
blessings upon one and all, guiding us on the path of Dharma and Bhakti. ar
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SRI VEDANTHA DESIKAR DEVASTHANAM
4 K P SANNATHI STREET, MYLAPORE, GHENNAI 600004

With profound s

Sri. K PARASARAN

hisinoaluable contribations and dedicated sexsice to
Sri Vedantha Desikar Devasthanam

o this momenlouscccasion of the
100" eav o the Prathishtadin of Perumal and Thayar (1924-2024)

May the disine lesings of
Sri Alarmelmanga Nayaka Sametha Sri Srinivasa Perumal
ant SWamy Desigan guide and prolect you aleays
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Important Tenets

Of Our Sampradaya@

W

4

Guidelines To Be Followed by An Acharya And A Sishya

Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

t is well known that Swami Desika’s masterpiece

‘Srimath Rahasya-thraya Saaram’ optimally
covers all the salient features of the Visishtaadvaitha
philosophy. The treatise consists of four parts —
Arththaanusaasana (import of important tenets),
Sthireekarana (sorting things out), Padha-Vaakya
Yojana (syntax, semantics and etymology) and
Sampradaya Prakriya (adherence to tradition).

The last-named section comprises three chapters —
obligations of the mentor, obligations of the disciple
and the conclusion. We shall take a brief look at the
first two.

The mentor-disciple relationship is the cornerstone
of Srivaishnava Sampradaya. The Saasthras have
prescribed the ideal qualities of the Acharya and
disciplines to be followed by the Sishya.

Obligations of a mentor

e The primary obligation of an Acharya is to

master the philosophy.

The logical end to the above is imparting the
wisdom so attained to eligible and deserving
students.

Passing of such knowledge must be discrete
and direct, as provided in the Saasthras. It
should not be heard by those to whom it is
not intended.

He must ensure that the wisdom is shared
only with disciples of impeccable character.

He must remember that he is in possession
of a unique treasure (knowledge) and strive
to keeping it intact.

Duties of a disciple

e He should strictly uphold and follow the

principles and values of our tradition.

He should look to gain knowledge out of
passion and dedication.

March - April 2025

25

e He should not share his knowledge with
anyone for the sake of money or rewards.

He should not share the benefits of his
learnings to detractors.

He must, all the time, keep his Acharya’s
thoughts in his mind and recall with gratitude
his benediction when he teaches his students.

He should never try to learn through self-
study and approach an Achaya for the same.

Following the above guidelines, whether one is a
mentor or a disciple, is of paramount importance
and it will not only enhance the value of our
Sampradaya but also individually benefit us in our
spiritual pursuit.

(to be continued...)
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Srimath Rahasya-Thraya Saaram
A Manual For Beginners@

Smt. Padmalatha Sridharan, Chennai

Chapter - 23
Siddhopaayana Sodhana Adhikaram

Swami clears doubts regarding Bhagavan standing
in place of Bhakti as Upaaya in this chapter.

The Prapanna may not have clarity upon Thathvas,
Upaaya etc., and stumble in his path causing
disfavour with Isvara and he is corrected because
of three reasons. They are:

1. Bhagavan’s words accepting his Prapatti (“Asthu
they” in Saranagati Gadhyam);

2. Acharyan’s Anugraham; and
3. Sathsampradaya siddhhi.

About Sadacharya Anugraham, it can be seen in
the anecdotes of Parashara Rishi, sage Maithreya,
Sanjaya in Mahabaratha and so on.

Sathsampradaya Siddhi means, this Prapanna gets
Upadesha from a Sadacharyan who has no concern
for fame, profit, etc., upon Thathvas without needless
detailing or skipping essentials. This Upadesa is
enough for non-eligible but devoted persons and
further Sastraic studies could be taken up by those
who wish to enlighten others.

Those who question everything with just logic as
their criteria (who follow Kanaadha, Buddha, etc)
go against the Vedas and thus they steal the wealth of
Bhagavan or the idea of Bhagavan Himself by saying
there is no Sarvesvara or by showing someone else
as Isvara or denying his wealth (Vibuthi) or saying
that the Jagath is independent of Him or dependent
upon a Jeeva and so on.

It is better for a soft-natured Prapanna to avoid
mingling with such people as he would be misled,
and it would be similar to losing a thing again which
was lost and found only recently. If not, it would lead
to displeasure of Bhagavan.

Now, Swami counters arguments upon the
Bhagavan’s independence and compassion, the
need for Prapatthi, etc.
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1.

Since Bhagavan is the Independent One and the
Compassionate One, He will give Moksham
of his own accord. What is the need for a rite?
To avoid the accusations of discrimination and
cruelty, He causes this opportunity of a rite, to
give Moksham. Otherwise as all beings are His
and He has to give everyone. He will give Phalan
only as per karmas, and the ever-flowing karmas
exist in everyone and thus, He needs a rite to
differentiate among them.

Swami Nammalwar said “You let me loiter all
these days and now you accepted me. Why did
you delay?” For which the Bhagavan did not
answer. Why? is the question by some. For a
Chethana to be in Leela Vibuthi, the main cause
is Isvara’s Independence. The supplementary
reason is his misdeeds from his karmas. To
propel him to Nitya Vibuthi the main cause is
His Compassion. The supplementary reason is
the Upaaya which serves to allay His disfavour,
answers Swami.

Independence in a cruel person is harmful. A
dependent person’s compassion is not fruitful,
thus causing sorrow to him and others. Bhagavan
is both Independent and Compassionate thus
redeeming us.

Bhagavan is just acting out emotions like sorrow
etc. in His Avatarams and He is eternally blissful.
He is the Protector, Commander, Holder, and the
Ultimate goal. Swami goes on the list the benefits
we receive because of His compassion.

He is the Siddhopaayam meaning existing
cause for Moksham. Bhakti and Prapatthi are
Sadhyopaayam meaning doable causes for His
favour.

Hence, those who held that Prapatthi is not a
Upaaya meant that He is the real cause and main
Upaayam. Since, we are entitled to Moksham
by nature of our svarupam, if His displeasure
is removed by means of Upaaya then we
automatically attain our goal.
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7. When Isvara is the Seshi and we are subservient

to Him and dependent on Him like new-born
children, shouldn’t He protect us, as a mother
feeds her child upon his cries and does not
expect any payment for it? If we do a rite, is it
not disbelief in Him and against our subservient
Svarupa? say some Acharyas. All the sastras and
Anushtanams of our Acharyas establish that He
requires an Upaaya from us and hence, that a
Chetana is Sesha and should not try to protect
himself was said as an accolade to Bhagavan’s
protection and if it is indeed not so, Moksha
would apply to all beings which is self-defeating.

nothing further to do in terms of his protection.
Even the Prapatthi he did before was caused by
Bhagavan and a Prapanna cannot think that he did
it out of his own volition to protect his Atma. The
Prapanna should know that by some fortunate
occurrence, Bhagavan caused the Prapatthi and
pleased by it, He protects.

10. Further, even if a mother feeds the child without

expecting anything in return, the new-born also
has to make an effort to feed from the mother’s
breast and thus a Chetana performing the Upaaya
will not impact his Svarupa adversely.

11. Swami goes on to clarify about Piratti’s role

. Some said it is enough to learn the eternal in Upaayam and Upeyam. Just as Bhagavan’s
connection with Bhagavan and no separate rite attributes like mercy, compassion play a part
is needed. This is untrue. He protects those who in Him being Upaayam, Piratti also is jointly
don’t know the connection and also who cannot the Upaayam and not Purushakaram alone.
even know it like Achethanam. If that knowledge The mithunam (inseparableness) of Piratti and
is needed because it is said so in sastras, then Perumal is also the Prapyam. This is proved in
Prapatthi is also a Gnana Visesham which should various Pramanas like Alwar paasurams, Acharya
be accepted. Some held that it is enough not to slokas, Vishnu Puranam, Sounaka Sambhithai, etc.
obstruct when Bhagavan protects us. If so, then 12 The joint Upaayatvam and Upeyatvam does not

in deep sleep we would not deny and that would
cause Moksham to all. They replied that not
obstructing when he is in a state of awareness to
deny was needed and Swami counters saying we
see that he protects those who have no possibility
of denying, like Achethanam, animals etc.

. Some Acharyas have held that we have no job
participating in a rite for protection of our Athma
when He is the Ultimate Protector. Swami
clarifies that One who has submitted his Atma has

take away from the “Eka” sabdam mentioned
in Vedas etc. Just as the sun and the sun’s rays
both have luminosity and the offerings in a yagna
is submitted to two Devathas, we surrender
unto both Piratti and Perumal and there is no
contradiction. Again, Swami quotes various
Pramanas for this. Thus, Narayana is to be
contemplated upon along with Sri only, avers
Swami Desikan.

(to be continued...)
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Sriram Seshadri
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