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Two Years On... A Cherished Tradition Already
FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

e are pleased to extend our warmest greetings to all of you through the pages of our monthly magazine.
As Trustees of the Temple, we hold the privilege as well as the responsibility of serving the spiritual
needs of our community, ensuring the smooth operation of this sacred place of worship.

It is with immense joy and devotion that we share the highlights of this month’s festivities at our beloved
temple. The month of Aadi holds particular significance in our temple’s calendar, marked by two grand
events this year: the Thiruvallikkeni visit of Perumal and Thiru Aadi-Pooram Utsavam, besides the annual
Jyeshtabhishekam.

Brundaranya Kshethra Vijayotsavam

The divine visit of our Lord to Thiruvallikkeni is a cherished tradition that has been observed with unwavering
devotion since last year as part of the Sathamana Utsavam celebrations. This holy procession, where
Perumal graces the Maada Veethis of Thiruvallikkeni, is a sight to behold. During this year’s Vijayotsavam,
Lord Srinivasa, along with His Consorts, reached the Divyadesam to a customary, grand reception by
Swami Desikan and Srimath Adivan Satakopan of Sri Ahobila Mutt, Triplicane. This was followed by a
Thirumanjanam at Sri Ahobila Mutt. In the evening, there was a grand Maada Veethi Purappadu with Divya
Prabandham, Yajur Vedam, Saama Vedam, and Sri Desika Sthotra goshti. The deity, adorned in splendid
attire, was carried on a beautifully decorated Tholukkiniyaan, accompanied by the rhythmic sounds of
Nadaswaram and Thavil. The streets were lined with devotees, young and old, who eagerly awaited the
darsan of Perumal. The visit symbolises the Lord's boundless love and compassion as He steps out of His
sanctum to bless His devotees in their homes. This divine journey through the heart of Triplicane fosters a
deep sense of community and spiritual connection among the devotees.

The Thiru Aadi-Pooram Utsavam, followed by Oorkola Utsavam the next day, was celebrated with customary
splendour.

Annual Jyeshtabhishekam

The Jyeshtabhishekam is another significant ritual performed in our temple. This annual Thirumanjanam
is conducted for our presiding deity to invoke divine blessings and ensure the prosperity and well-being of
the community. The ritual involves the sacred bathing of the deity with various holy substances, including
milk, curd, honey, sandalwood paste, and turmeric, followed by the chanting of Vedic hymns and mantras.
Each of these elements holds symbolic significance, purifying and energising the deity with renewed vigour.
The Jyeshtabhishekam is not just a visual spectacle but also a deeply spiritual experience, as the vibrations
of the mantras and the divine energy fill the temple, creating an atmosphere of sanctity and devotion. This
year’s Jyeshtabhishekam coincided with Garuda Panchami, with a special Thirumanjanam performed for
Garudan as well.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to all the devotees, volunteers, and temple staff who contribute tirelessly to
the success of these events.

We look forward to seeing you all during next month’s events, including Avani Avittam and Panchrathra
Sri Jayanthi.

May Perumal’s blessings be with you and your families, bringing peace, prosperity and happiness to all. %%
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Important Tenets Of Our Sampradaya@
One Is The Root-cause And The Other Is The Revelation

Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

he Vedas and the Divya Prabandham are the

hallmarks of our Sri Sampradaya. While the
Vedas thrive on Brahmanathvam, Azhwars’ great
works are prominent tools for Vaishnavathvam.

The Vedas are described as the breath of the Lord
Supremo Sriman Narayana. They unequivocally
assert the supremacy of Vishnu. But their
comprehensive, cryptic and complex nature resulted
in their better part being incomprehensible. It took
the infinite mercy of the Lord Himself to be born as
Azhwars through His own features like the Discus,
the Conch, etc. and expound the essence of the
Vedas in verses soaked in devotion, sweetness and
succinctness.

Swami Desika, in the first verse of Adhikaara
Sangraham, says that with the help of Aruli-cheyal,
we are able to "comprehend the things which
hitherto remained cryptic' @seflwuns  wemmBeorssT
asafigenrGonGw). In the sixth Paasuram, he hails
Sriman Nathamuni as the one who taught the sweet
and lilting Tamil works of Azhwars (@memb eupriuds
slbenn Beitellens sEs euatened). Further, he calls
the Divya Prabandham as ‘sweet musical Tamil
Vedam’ and salutes its exponents, in Paasuram No.
22 (B ueGTeIDGL SOPCSD AHMHS LseuTEG).

To draw a metaphorical parallel, the Vedas are raw,
unprocessed gold bar and their Tamil counterpart a
nicely carved out idol. The gold without the carving
will offer little beauty to the common man and the
idol without the valuable raw material could not
have emerged. Similarly, Azhwars’ works without
their originals are improbable just as the Vedas
without Aruli-cheyal are incomprehensible.

The point to be noted here is without the carving and
the resultant idol form, the beauty of the gold would
largely remain inconspicuous and unappreciable.
In essence, if the Vedas are the root-cause of our
philosophy, Azhwars’ pourings are the revelation.
Divya Prabandham corroborates and complements
the Vedas and concretises our glorious Sampradaya.

Gaudls eniEEzuTd 0 &CITS - oy euewf

The Vedas and Divya Prabandham are like the two
eyes and hence indispensable for our Sanaathana
Dharma-ridden tradition. Though Azhwars were
of different creed and caste, they followed the
Varnaasrama Dharma as laid down in the scriptures
to the letter.

An incident in the life of Thirumazhisai Azhwar
is as interesting as it is educative. During a temple
Uthsavam, there was the procession on and, as is
the custom, the Vedaparayana Goshti followed the
Lord. The Vedic scholars paused the chanting for
a moment and, while resuming, forgot where to
continue from. The Azhwar, a Divine Avathara that
he was, knew all the Vedas intuitively, but since he
was born of a low caste, could not chant them. But
he wanted to somehow help the scholars to continue
from where they had left off, and so, did it adroitly
and suggestively.

He simply pulled a grass of the black paddy grain
and tore it into pieces to indicate what has to be
chanted @Gmsigswommenmid  sumaSewmbd  HHBMIABHD! —
meaning tearing the black paddy grass).

His commitment to the Varnaasrama Dharma also
finds expression in Paasuram No. 90 of Thiru-
chandha Viruththam (georusermu mfigetomesd @etreyid
WmgGeostr — "I have not been born in any of the
top-four castes'). It was a faith, a principle ever so
assiduously followed by all the Azhwars.

"Vedaath Saasthram Param Naasthi', "Veda: Akhila:
Dharma Moolam', "Idham Vedamoola Pramaanaath'
are some of the well-known references that highlight
the stature of the Vedas as the ultimate authority.

GeuBLD 6UEDEVITITEHEM6TE: C\HMETT® 6MeTorGewormiT EILITHLDITEDT
Smiunsb uewfkg... — "We should seek to worship
the Lord led by Vedic scholars', says Nammazhwar
(Thiruvoymozhi 4-6-8).

Nammazhwar’s four Prabandhams are held to be the
essence of the four Vedas. Madhurakavi Azhwar,
referring to his Acharya-God Nammazhwar affirms:
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"(Satakopa) Instilled in my heart the deep sense of
Vedic thought, through his songs...'

Thirumangai Azhwar, throughout all his works
extols the greatness of the Vedas and their
practitioners. Andal’s ThirupPaavai is hailed as
the seed of all the Vedas @easwemensgsissn ss),
in the sense that it contains in a nut shell all that is
found in the Vedas.

Sri Bhagavath Ramanuja, though he did not
compose any Tamil work, was an authority
on Divya Prabandham and conducted regular
Kaalakshepams on Divya Prabandham. In fact, he
directed his nephew ThirukKurugaipPiraan Pillaan
to write a short commentary for Thiruvoymozhi
which is known as the 6,000 Padi. Also the Acharya
has composed Thaniyans for Divya Prabandham
in Tamil. He became the elder brother of Andal
Eu@mbyenT wrwsfsel Weremmenmes) by fulfilling
her promise of offering 100 containers of butter and
Akkaaravadisil to the Lord of Thirumaalirun-cholai
(Naachiyaar Thirumozhi 9-6).

Sarva Thanthra Swathanthra Swami Desika, a
master par excellence in both the disciplines, has

composed 24 Prabandhams in Tamil (of which
five are extinct). He always held the Vedas and the
Divya Prabandham in equal esteem and revered
the scholars of both the disciplines. In Meyviradha
Maanmiyam, he says "Long live the Vedic scholars
of the region of Thondai Naadu; long live the
exponents of the pure Southern Veda' @snesmemL
etoTLed  GeuBwiT  6uMpGey, HMUI E)HESIDEMM  EUEDEOEUT
ampGeu). It was the great Acharya who helped the
resumption of Divya Prabandham recitation in the
temple of Lord Varadaraja when a section of the
people objected to the Azhwars’ works being recited
and stopped the custom.

Therefore, both the Vedas and the Divya Prabandham
are of equally paramount importance to our
Sampradaya and there is no question of superiority
of one over the other. Any effort to undermine
either in favour of the other would not only be
preposterous but also detrimental to the cause of
the Sampradaya.

The call of the hour is a concerted and a conscious
endeavour to promote both the Vedas and Divya
Prabandham and help their sustenance and thriving.
It is the bounden duty of every Srivaishnava to
direct his/her effort towards that goal.

(to be continued...)
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Chapter - 16
Purushaartha Kaashta Adhikaram

Why is it that Bhagavatha Kainkaryam is considered
the endpoint of Bhagavath Kainkaryam?

A being is considered subservient (Sesham) to any
another being if it conveys some purpose to it.
The one thus conveyed is Seshi, as per Vedartha
Sangraham of Sri Ramanuja. A Chetana is eternally
subservient to Bhagavan and hence he has to convey
some purpose suitable to his Svarupa and if he
does that through his body that is common even to
Achetanam. So, it should be through his Jnanam so
that there is differentiation.

When he is in this world, and his functions are
against Sasthras he causes Leela Rasam to Bhagavan
and, in that sense, he conveys a purpose. If he
conducts himself as per Sasthras, he causes immense
pleasure to Isvara and as He said in Gita, this Chetana
gratifies His instinct of charitability and thus conveys
a purpose.

While in Sri Vaikuntam, Mukthas and Nithyas
cognise His will directly and their functions cause
Bhoga Rasam in Him and thus they convey their
purpose and are Seshas in that manner. This is
common to Prapannas also because they know His
will from Sasthras and function accordingly.

If he goes against the Sasthras, then harm will befall
him certainly in this world. But if he follows Sasthras
as Badhdha, and follow Bhagavan’s commands as
Muktha, he gets supplementary benefits as part of
ultimate benefit awaiting him. Any intelligent action
that he undertakes as against involuntary ones, have
to be as per His command and it is well documented
that Bhagavatha Kainkaryam is what pleases
Bhagavan the most. If one praises the prince, the
king is happy and thus, it is obvious that Bhagavan
is pleased if his favourite sons, the Bhagavathas are
feted. He accepts the Kainkaryam as performed to
His Antharyami roopam.

It is fitting in another aspect too, says Swami. Just
as a great king removes an ornament or a garland
from his chest and puts it on his child, or a courtier,
royal horse, or elephant, etc., He has made us
subservient to another Jeeva, viz., a Bhagavatha.
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Once we have submitted our Atmas to Bhagavan
who is Omnipotent, He can use it in any manner He
pleases and if He makes our Athmas subservient to
other Bhagavathas, it is to be accepted with humility.
This Seshatvam applies to one another respectively
between Bhagavathas. Prapannas’ Seshatvam to
Bhagavan is caused by his Svarupa and also by His
infinite divine attribute. As Sri Periyazhwar said,
Bhagavathas can sell us for profit if they wish so and
it is mandatory to do Kainkaryam to Bhagavathas
as per our ability.

It is not contradictory (though it may seem so) to be
subservient to Bhagavathas when we have professed
our allegiance only to Bhagavan and not to any other
Jeevas (like Brahma, Siva, etc.). A Prapanna is like a
devoted chaste wife and just as she strives to fulfil her
husband’s wishes, he has to fulfil Bhagavan’s wishes
as laid down in scriptures, which is Kainkaryam to
Bhagavathas, and hence this subservience will not
conflict with his subservience to Bhagavan.

This Bhagavatha Seshatvam continues eternally even
in Sri Vaikuntam, and hence it can be called natural
(Svaabhavikam). Or it could be called external
(Aupadhikam) also, since he gets to know of his
eternal connection to Bhagavan and is subservient
through Him to Bhagavathas.

Here there is an objection raised as to how a Prapanna
can be a Sesha to a Bhagavatha and Seshi to him
at the same time? (Since this Prapanna is also a
Bhagavatha and the other Bhagavatha has Seshatvam
towards this one). Swami clarifies that there is
nothing wrong in conveying purpose to each other,
and hence being both Seshi and Sesha to one another
is not mutually exclusive.

Both Bhagavathas attain Svarupa Nishtai because
of this and both of them get to do Bhagavatha
Kainkaryam to please Bhagavan and hence the
cornerstone of Purushartham (benefit) is realised
by both.

Thus, a Kruthakruthya should seek out a Paramaikanti,
who does not have the faults of immoral desires,
unreasonable doubts, regard for other deities, self-
indulgence, self-realisation (Kaivalyam), etc. and
strive for his approval by doing Kainkaryams to him.

(to be continued...)
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