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When All Roads Led to Thlruvalllkkenl

FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

t is always an interesting and exciting experience when a long lingering wish becomes a reality.

Brundaranya Kshetra Vijayotsavam is one such event, and hence it may be termed as a dream come
true for many of us. To tweak Thirumangai Azhwar’s words a little bit, we can say “imLimpufeneo
ubBansvener Smeuedlstsamiulsd sHTeLGe!

It was on July 8, 2023 (Saturday) that Lord Srinivasa, along with His Consorts, reached the Divyadesam
by 8 a.m. to a grand reception by Swami Desikan and Srimath Adivan Satakopan of Sri Ahobila Mutt,
Triplicane, followed by Thirumanjanam at Sri Ahobila Mutt. In the evening, there was a grand Mada
Veethi Purappadu with Divya Prabandham, Yajur Vedam, Saama Vedam and Sri Desika Stotra goshti.
The entire Mada Veethi of Triplicane was filled with devotees, goshtis and a power-packed Nadaswaram
troupe.

The grandeur of the Utsavam was attributable to the utmost co-operation of Sri Ahobila Mutt, Triplicane,
Agent Sri Thiruvelliyangudi Venkatesan and Sri Melma Lakshminarayanan. Our special thanks to
Sri V.R. Desikan for his valuable support. We record our sincere thanks to the SVDD Archakas,
Kainkaryaparas and Sripatham Association for their wonderful support. The Devasthanam also thanks
the donors Sri Parthasarathy, Nanganallur, Sri Gopala Desikan, and Sri N.R. Ramaswamy.

The grand Sathamana Utsavam Celebrations, starting with Theppotsavam in April, Lakshaarchanai
in May, ThirukKalyana Utsavam in June and this month’s Brundaranya Kshetra Vijayotsavam have
given us more energy and confidence to us in order to organise many such events. Already devotees
are eagerly asking as to the programme for the forthcoming month.

We are also planning for a series of Upanyasams by eminent scholars, Music concerts, etc., as part of
the Sathamana Mahotsavam Celebrations.

The month Aani was thus very eventful and Sri Sudarsana Jayanthi was followed by Sri Sudarsana
Mahayajnam which was performed for the benefit of the society at large. As has been the case every
year, Archakas from several Divyadesams participated in it. In another highlight of the month, Srimath
Azhagiyasingar of Sri Ahobila Mutt performed Mangalaasaasanam on June 18.

Thiruvadi-Pooram festival, the annual Jyeshtabhlshekam and the double Utsavam of Gajendra

i T VR, Moksham (Aadi-Garudan) and
Aalavandhar Satrumurai are
lined up for the month of Aadi.

Lastly, we wish to add that, we
have just started the Sathamana
Utsavam Celebrations and
we have big plans for every
month and a grand one-month
celebration in April 2024 with
all your continued support.
And we can assure you that it
will be a milestone celebration,
one that will be memorable for
a long time to come for all of
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Important Tenets Of Our Sampradaya@
Bhara Nyaasam and Grantha Kalakshepam
Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

Bhara Nyaasam

It is the doctrine of whole-hearted and absolute surrender of the soul to the Lord. Bhaara Nyasam, Prapathi
and Saranaagathi are one and the same by which the Jivathma submits his/her soul, the burden of saving
it and the reward for the act to the Lord Himself (Athma Samarpanam, Bhara Samarpanam and Phala
Samarpanam). The knowledge of Thathva Thrayam — the Triple Truth — is very essential to understand
the three Rahasyas mentioned earlier. They are: Chith (the sentient soul - Jivathma), Achith (the non-
sentient material - non-living things) and Iswara (Paramaathma Sriman Narayana - the Supreme Lord).

The procedure of Prapathi consists of five parts (Angaas) and with the encompassing parcel (Angi),
the submission of the burden of the soul is performed. They are:

e Aanukoolya Sankalpam: Commitment to do always only what will be pleasing to the Lord, as
laid down in the Saasthras;

e Praathikoolya Varjanam: Commitment to desist from doing what will be displeasing to Him;

e Aakinchanyam: Clear consciousness of one’s destituteness or inability as regards anything and
that he cannot, by his own effort, attain salvation;

e Mahaa Viswaasam: Absolute and unwavering faith in one’s redeemability through Him and
that He alone can grant Moksha;

e Gopthruthva Varanam: Uttering one’s decision to take His safe refuge for salvation; and

e Athma Samarpanam: Transferring the burden of the soul by entrusting the responsibilities with
Him.

Prapathi can be performed in three modes, namely, Swanishta (doing it oneself which only qualified
persons can do); Ukthi Nishta (doing it through an Acharya by repeating the Manthras he utters) and
Acharya Nishta (the Acharya doing it all on behalf of the disciple in his presence).

Grantha Kaalakshepam

Our preceptors have earmarked four important Sampradaya Granthas as imperative to be studied under
an Acharya. They are: Sri Ramanuja’s Sri Bhashyam and Gita Bhashyam, Bhagavath Vishayam, being
Commentary for Thiruvoymozhi and Swami Desika’s Srimath Rahasya-thraya Saaram. These are
collectively known as Grantha Chathushtayams (The four works). One must strive to learn as many as
possible, if not all of them.

Thus, the Guru-Sishya connection is established through the above deeds and it is the bounden duty
of every Srivaishnava to identify himself with our Sampradaya. Those who already have had the
privilege of performing Samaasrayanam and Bhara Nyaasam, should approach an Acharya and learn the
philosophy-defining works, if not done already. And those who have not yet had the Pancha Samskaram
and/or Bhara Nyaasam should have them performed at the earliest.

Acharyas are the cornerstones of our Sampradaya. Is there need for any proof when the Lord holds
them in the same exalted pedestal as that of Himself?

(to be continued...)
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Srimath Rahasya-Thraya Saaram
A Manual For Beginners @

Smt. Padmalatha Sridharan, Chennai

Chapter — 3:
Pradhana Prathithantra Adhikaram

As said earlier, Pradhana Prathithantram
is that concept unique to a particular
philosophy which is not accepted in other
philosophies. In Ramanuja Darsana or
Visishtadvaita philosophy, this is Sarira-
Sariri Bhavam. Isvara is the Sariri and
all sentient and non-sentient matter is
His Sariram.

Isvara is the One who holds, orders, and
controls all matter. Hence, He is Sariri.
All sentient and non-sentient beings are
held by Him, subservient to Him and
controlled by Him. Hence, they are His
Sarirams. All matter is Aadheyam (held),
Vidheyam (subservient) and Sesham
(controlled).

To explain this further, our Athma is
Sariri of our body. It holds the body
together. Once Athma leaves the body
we see that it disintegrates. It orders
the body to eat, go here, there, lic down
etc. It controls the body to act as per its
will. Similarly, Bhagavan is the Sariri of
all our Athmas. This is the underlying
premise upon which the whole edifice of
Visishtadvaitam rests.

Bhagavan, by his Svarupa (form) &
Sankalpa (will), enables the matter’s
being (Svarupa), continued existence
(Sthithi) and actions (Pravruthi). His
Svarupa holds all beings (Aadharam).
The qualities present in the matter are
held by Him through that matter. What
about the bodies held by Jeevas? They
are held directly by Him and, also
through Jeevas, as per Swami Desikan.
In effect, if something exists, it is because
of Bhagavan’s Svarupa and Sankalpa.
All matter is irrevocably bound to His
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Svarupa. This is called Apruthaksiddha Sambandham. This
is essential for Sarira-Sariri Bhavam.

One can hold a pot but only for some time. For the
connection to be eternal, the pot should be eternal, and the
holder should also be eternal. Here Paramathma, Jeevathma
& Prakruthi are all eternal and hence the connection too
is eternal. A king can order his subjects, but he might
be defeated by another king. Similarly for control. So,
Bhagavan is the ultimate Sariri of all, by his Svarupa.

Now, a question might arise, if Jeevas are eternal and
not created & Prakruthi is eternal and not created, how is
Bhagavan the Sariri of all? There are 3 Nithya Thathvas
— Chethanam (sentient), Achethanam (non-sentient) and
Isvara. But Nithya Thathva are Nithya because He willed it
0. Anithya matter (mortal things) are created and destroyed
as per His will (Sankalpa), too. Let this be Nithyam, let
this be Anithyam... all this is His Sankalpam. So, He is
the ultimate controller.

When we say He holds non-sentient matter (Aadharam),
it doesn’t mean that he physically carries them, but He
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ensures that heavy matter like the Sun or Moon
don’t fall from their axes, the seas and directions
do not turn from their paths, and so on.

When Isvara can hold all matter by His will, why
should He hold them by his Svarupa? It is so that
all beings gain by being part of His Svarupa. All
actions (Pravruthis) are held by His Sankalpa.
Thus, all beings are held by Svarupa & controlled
by Sankalpa.

To understand this, let us take the case of a man.
When he is awake, he holds his body which is
evident. When he is asleep, what holds the body?
He holds it thorough his Svarupa i.e., Athma.
When he is awake, it is his will which controls the
body (Sankalpa) not to fall etc. when he is asleep
it is the Svarupa. So, the Sariram is held by both
Svarupa and Sankalpa. Similarly, Bhagavan holds
our Athmas by Svarupa and Sankalpa.

Thus, a Chethana, if he learns this, would
realise that he has no other hold than Bhagavan
(Ananyadharan), attaining Bhagavan is his goal
(Ananya Prayojanan) and He is the means Himself
(Anayasharanam).

That Chethana is all three above can be gleaned
from the three Rahasyas. Here, Sanskrit grammar
is used to establish that Ashtaksharam gives out
this meaning. It is very technical and hence I desist

from expanding on it. Suffice it to say, these will
be dealt with in detail in later chapters specifically
dedicated to the three Manthras.

Here, Swami quotes his uncle Sri Kidambi
Appullar who took examples from Ramayana
to illustrate the Thathvas in Ashtakshara. It is
like a small mirror which can reflect huge things
(based on the distance). The Pranava consists of
three letters — first letter ‘A’ is Vishnu (Akarena
Uchyate Vishnu:), Sri Rama followed by Sita
Piratti — between Rama and Lakshmana — who
is ‘U’ and Lakshmana at the rear, who is a Jeeva,
and hence ‘M’. AUM (8] + & + 10) is the Pranava;
‘Namo’ is illustrated by the lives of Bharatha
and Shatrughna — Bhagavath Seshathvam and
Bhagavatha Seshatvam; Narayana Sabdam, by
the citizens of Ayodhya where trees shed their
leaves in spring when Rama was in the forest but
blossomed in fall season when He returned and
finally ‘Aya’ Sabdam denoted by the Kainkaryams
of Lakshmana and Sri Padhukas.

Seshathvam is common to sentient and non-
sentient beings and, hence, sentient beings or
Chethanas’ connection to Bhagavan is separately
characterised as Swami-Dasa connection too
(Sambandham).

to be continued...)
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