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Laksharchanai First Up... The Countdown Begins

FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

Desika Sandesam stepped into its sixth year with the gracious presence, Anugrahabhashanam
and release of the newsletter by Srirangam Srimath Andavan Sri Varaha Mahadeskikan at a
special function held at the Devasthanam premises on 18.04.2023. The Editorial Board members,
article contributors, donors, printers and photographers were honoured in a befitting manner on
the occasion for their excellent contribution over the last five years.

Sri Sridhar Parthasarathy, an ardent devotee of our temple, donated a Golden Hastham studded
with the words ‘Maam Ekam Saranam Vraja’ in diamond, along with a Pendant which were offered
to the temple by Srimath Andavan at the above function. Earlier in the evening, Srimath Andavan
performed Mangalaasaasanam at the temple and a special honour was accorded to the Acharyan.

While the previous year Subhakruth signed off with a Float Festival for the first time for Lord
Srinivasa at a Madipakkam Lake, the new-born Sobhakruth year is ushering in a series of
festivals. A two-day Special Laksharchanai to the Divya Dhampathis set the ball rolling for the
year of completion of 100 years of consecration of the Divya Dampathis. On the concluding day,
Sri Poundareekapuram Srimath Srinivasagopala Mahadesikan performed Mangalaasaasanam
and delivered an Anugrahabhashanam wishing good health, prosperity and peace to one and
all. Archakas from several Divyadesams, along with those from our temple, participated in the
Kainkaryam, and received the Devasthanam honours. It may be mentioned here that there was a
special garland Maryadai for our Peyazhwar and Swami Desikan from Lord Varadaraja of Kanchi
on this occasion. Our sincere thanks to all the Archakas, temple staff and other Kainkaryaparas
and donors for making it a grand event.

The Devasthanam has proposed to celebrate the Centenary Year by conducting different festivals
every month around the star Hastham. Accordingly, Thirukalyana Utsavam to the Divya Dhampathls
is slated to be held in Vaikasi. ; = :

During the last month, the 10-day Bhashyakarar |
Utsavam, three-day Vasantha Utsavam, Thiru
Avathara Utsavam, Madhurakavi Azhwar |
Satrumurai, Sri Nrusimha Jayanthi, Chitra =
Pournami, Sravanam and Kadai Velli Utsavam 3“3
were held with devotional fervour. As has been
the custom, Perumal and Swami Desikan were
taken on a procession to Alarmelmangapuram and |
Desika Bhavanam on the Akshaya Thruthiyai day,
and Perumal was hosted at T. Nagar on the Chitra |«
Pournami day.

The grand Brahmotsavam is scheduled to |.'®
commence on May 22 and will conclude on May | *
31. The other important festivals in Vaikasi are the |4
Nammazhwar Satrumurai on June 2 and Thotta
Utsavam on June 10. g
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Important Tenets Of Our Sampradaya@

Anushtaanam Crying For Attention And Observance
Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

It is a heart-warming fact that devotion to and faith in God and the awareness levels of our people in
religious matters have soared in the last two decades or so, thanks to exposure to discourses, mass
media programmes, etc. However, there is also this disturbing trend that orthodoxy or adherence to and
following the basic tenets of our Sampradaya has taken a downswing during the corresponding time.
In other words, theory has thrived and practice has plummeted.

Knowledge is of little value if it is not taken to its logical end through application. Seeing and realising
that the tree bears fruits that are sweet is knowledge. But unless one makes an attempt and succeeds
in plucking and eats them, he cannot experience and enjoy the sweetness. So, mere knowledge is no
substitute for experience; awareness has to be capped by achievement through application, to make
any meaning.

In this context, it is an encouraging sign that these days, a lot of parents prefer to perform the Upanayanam
to their ward at a reasonably young age. But on the flip side, in most cases, little is done to make sure
that the boy learns and performs Sandhya Vandanam properly and unfailingly. It has become something
like disposing of one’s duty, without understanding the purpose or following the rule.

We shall call the awareness-devotion-faith as ‘Asthikam’ and the practical part as ‘Anushtaanam’, for
easy understanding. We shall bifurcate a few specifics that need to be followed under the above heads.

List-A: Asthikam-based deeds List-B: Anushtaanam-based deeds
e Samasrayanam, Saranaagathi e Wearing the Thiruman(s)
e Bhagavath, Bhagavatha, e Swaroopam/attire

Acharya Kainkaryams

e Visiting temples/Undertaking pilgrimage

Thrikaala Sandhya Vandanam

e Learning the Vedas and
Azhwars/Acharyas’ works

Nithya Bhagavath Aaraadhanam

e Listening to discourses

Not worshipping other deities

e Reading divine works Not eating unorthodox/outside food

Pariseshanam

e Tharpanam, Sradhdham, wherever applicable

It is discernible from the above, that there is a sea of difference in disposition. While the state of affairs
of those under List-A offers immense satisfaction, the situation is far from ideal with respect to the
contents of List-B.

It would appear that the reason for this slip up in Anushtaanam is that people are at a cultural crossroads.
Too many factors have combined and contrived to contribute to this situation. Impact of alien lifestyle,
comforts of technology, constant hunt for wealth, peer pressure, competition for everything, harmful
food habits, perennial tension on various fronts and health problems may be cited as some of the reasons.

It is against this backdrop and these odds that one finds himself today. Anushtaanam is a casualty as
people run around in circles, competing with the clock all the time. In a stark deviation, table dining,
servant maid upto the kitchen, luxuries on loan, party for everything, mindless outside food, among
others, have become the order of the day.
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Things wouldn’t have deteriorated to this level if only faith had been shown in the Andal’s adage
“@uoemeowinit OFieueuseT Gousr@euenr . and predecessors’ footsteps followed in Srivaishnava households.
That would have ensured that the Anushtaanams and values were at least kept in tact, if not improved
upon over generations. So much of dilution wouldn’t have resulted in.

Uncharitable it would be to blame it entirely on people for this scenario. It is a combination of inflicted
and invited trouble. There must be a conscious effort to wriggle out of this vicious circle and march
ahead in the right direction. Prioritising our wish-list to suit our Anushtaanam and pursuing calmly and
earnestly to achieve them is the need of the hour.

Any facility/resource has two sides to it —constructive as well as destructive. To cite common examples,
knife, fire, water, television, credit card, computer, electricity, and so on. The key is how one makes use
of these. Prudence would demand that we polish off the constructive side and use it to our advantage.

Happiness, health and wealth are the most coveted values of life and are equally important. One should
not be sacrificed for the sake of the other(s). The tenets of our Sampradaya have been so designed by
our Acharyas to optimise these values seamlessly, just by loyally adhering to the path of Anushtaanam.

Let us all make a little reflection and some concerted effort to optimise them our Sampradaya way,
with due importance to Anushtaanam.

(to be continued...)
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Note : Contributions can be made by way of cash or cheque (in favour of Sri Vedantha Desikar Devasthanam)
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Thanks giving

Names of the Sponsors

Akshara Paly School

Atithya Homes, Thiruvanmiyur

Carnatica Archival Centre for Music & Dance
Dr. Kannan & Smt. Padmaja Kannan

Sri K. Gopala Desikan

Sri K. Vasudevan

Kimsuka Narasimhan & N. Seshadri Family

Kozhiyalam Family -
In memory of Sri K. Srinivasan

LVN Catering
Sri N.R. Raghavachariar, Mandavelipakkam
Smt. Priya & Sri T.R. Murali, Bangalore

Sri Purisai (Mani) Rangachariar Family

The Devasthanam records its sicere thanks to the following who have supported Desika Sandesam
by sponsoring the temple's monthly newsletter over the last five years:

Smt. Pushpa Narsimhan &
Sri S. Narasimhan & Family

Sri R. Kalyanasundaram, Neelankarai

Sri R. Rajagopalan, Eyetex

Ramcons

S.P. Ramaswami - Karpagavinayar Film Circuit
Sri Sevilimedu Raghavan

SRI V.C. Muralidharan, Bengaluru

Sri R. Parthasarathy, Nanganallur

Sri S. Rangarajan

Sri Sridhar Parthasarthy & Family

Sri Thirukallam Chakravarthy Padmanabhan

TVS Motor Company Limited,
Jayalakshmi Estate

Sri V.A. Raghu Family

23

Couidlas enpGsuund o Garugms - emeusns



NPT GTHTUZHI WITASHDNEDT. .

sl LipGeufl Fom Frseuedlibamsst

ubemeiapemreud 2 LCGFHHAEEGL 2 wieup
2 WKL W 66 WIBISEHET BSWTBILITaLD
SHEMCOWIMILIG). ST &EHS601. Hedt HCLIFGILILIGETTEO
a8l BLUuSlevenev. 1bGlL@HLTe 6 (heuCew
eVTeUESSIDT6. jeueng evmeoOLGL evguwib
FSSILIENS 2 6WTIhEEI, Seudl HlEhehugdleneun
SpeTwsSSeusslenerujd Qeuefliu® S s eug
eBFWNpUTID. QFDGE SDHS 2 STanrewbd,
ubeneuaspemreuiaeilen,_Gu aupsasHled 2 ememgibd
LIFLIeOLDTEBTSLON6DT jiq Guieir 6Ten)ILD Q1FT60. Li(Hag &6
2iqCuer s1aIM| G Spewwullene LiHDETDHD,
ubeneuaemTe 6VSIH6T SjiqumeT 616N SLOEDLDOS
SMpS5H& ClaneTeug) san. ki@ Speow [ STHES
6T65TLIg), 6TLDOILIHLOMEDT (LPGHEVMEBT Y EFMTILI LITIDLIEDTE(S)
SligemliLil L oSauett sTeid QLnbeT ClemeTdng,.

ST6 HNPHeues 6T6vTLIG Wesllgiaenmed ererflSled
IDMIS Clameren (Lpiquing eSlaguild. Sevig) evss. (D),
Sreuw uewbd, Czam v yHweudHemns
Qe sres yemeliLBID S 6685 em &b
616060 HTEVSIEVID HESTETTED LW (LPlg UjLd
eTeorm erevTenTd GuCeommidlweusst Cogeven.
B55m8W HADBIST OLSMTEIEEET 2 WIT gEHTETLD
SiMLeuzmess SHS@GWD NCTnSasr eresLgeTeD,
BI6S ETERID HADIDLITUSSH N6 (PhisE GlFiwb
60T gBwer FraveT / SqwmeT FrEVEHW
(smevSemw) Guitestm ClFTeL6OML_60S6T.

2qCwier eTENILD LigSSlement oy tpeuntt LibenOadlserlen
uevGaumy QL _msefley sremreond. Seunmled Hev
urng&riasefleo heuullss, gGuer / Siqumer
aeTLg 2 auembulle oS GMEHa?
Quui Qaren Cansamswur Peomer Csan
MdasL_res SySwrenelwn ererm eNerrd
QlaiGeumb.

B _Qyerugl yswrelhar CsansSher?

Slmwriens oypeunt gerg Guflw Smolwmhufed
SmQeaueters Gorsgier sjementn, 9jqCweafl_emrs
semerurCu) (4-7-1) etetimd, Sl(HoleusTens @emSa
TDOLIHLTEDETS 6818 ShHengwmils Glares (b,
apzsml, yCual_mrs sewerwrCu (4-7-2)
eretILD, GTDCLHSS GefT s snGsaetlLb
SmQausters @ersgier Hleirmmil, Qg wmin jiq.Cuiesfl it
85Gs (4-7-3) stetrmitd et (S M.

B Sl(mLomiens; eseren Fnmiib @i eretig) Caam
AUDLIKSOTETST 63T LSO EUDLIBSLILIL L ST
16011 eXlEmyID. Sy peuniilymest LFLLTSCHISS DN

Cauilas evbGauobd @ Camusms - emeusns]

STETLIGESTEYILD, 6TDEILIHLOTES 60 FMiBIS DEFD
eTETLISESTTEVILD SIS B SIoT LITTSMHWD QU DE.
Caand Ceuewrnmd. Wmeld GCeuesrCLebr.
Cuonsesondlu 2 e Hmeuly sestCm Geustor(HILD 6165TMD
<peunfles Lidlooenehullenest 2 emTiSG D LIGBIGH6T
SiqCwerflir $&Cs.

Bnsl Ltarssled o Cueslli 55Cs stettLig) ysLom
serCaiaugnE@ 2 L@ QL isemer wL_(HIGW
@MS38I stemCuIgID, (QUNgleuns) STes 6T6erTLIg)
SifGwionen sevig CoanGLo stem) Hlenevisg) eumpid
D EHTETAN UTTHETTEN HLISSHTSH6T 6lapusHe,
SqCuefli $5Cs 66tz Coamid envbLIKSLMES
B iigener (L_HICWL) GNM&H D).

Sibziwmd - oy Swrelleerert Coansdeisrert?

& 6007 6T Fleu gy GlLfliieumil euiruyLd

Hous g Hesflsg 2 earCer

Qleuevir LIV SFLIleVE 6516V DS (& 600TL 0SS 63T
G)5 T6TOTL 6D 62600 60OT 63T & L_IT (Pl II 65T

IBIT6VT (S G TET6VT (& 6511 F T %1 55 65T

6QETIT FIEIGH DG 6UIT6IT b LS TevT

62 (562637 ylp GuI6T 2_6iTemmG6ur.

(HmaumiGomgl 8-8-1)
@isl ursrn Qumwrefler SmGwesfl pdeneo
aunenflé&dlng. @oudlulled oigCuer 2 erermrGer
sreTugenTed, Quitiglin’ L pdlw sbiSymes
FHmCwesflullenes 2 enLw 61DOLIHLOTET GesTan) 6T
Benmbgletenmen stestHmmT oy eumi. GbiE, Sevrenien
61651 PPN Fnmieugl Seurg Coamsdlensmemm
Sy swrellgieent stevrLig edlemyn. Qene@ LHeons
oS ng SOS5S5S18 eU(HLD LITGTLD.
<9/lp GUI6TT 2_6ITETITEST 216D 2 6iT6mimesT
O 6TOTL_ &5 & & & IT6VT LD S S| 6TeTmesT
Lilp Cuiuf) &) G162 6TMI 60 T & S VITLD Lilg ULIGSTED Q6T LITLD LIT6sT
&lp C&IT BITH WSS/ 6TETTED 6V
BerLS GieTLS Sl Crsiienio
@lpwimeflesTLIL) )L 6w L0 CulTesT
o_euoriieSleIDLIIT 69156 C6vr.

(HmeumiGomgl 8-8-2)
2iiq Cui6tr 2_6TemTTeiT 2_L_60 2_6TammadT 61601 Fn ), 6T6060MS
STeVEISETlEVID T FTTFTEISEHSGLD pSIOTET
eNlenii@Leuestient 61DGILIEHLOTE Canwinmer Sesg
Coansdlamistend spsworelleid Heopbgieenmes
et A, @miE Speuni SiqGuer sresimg CoHan
edleigpL_omert oy SioneneuGul.



aflewrenTiAiug syFwreur Czamior?
Clumis ety @ rarepd QLTI QS G WS EGL LD
@rilerp Breow @efl wrapmrenw 2 udgefliLimer
ersleTy Cumellujwmi nB&TL @eowCuimi seaeur!
Cuuislergy CHLLmormi e CueT Gl efleorevorLiLiCL.
BLwrpentles Lrg Lrubson@b $medlhsssS 6o
Wae» Ln&TGWL, BTS WIS &6, STONSSET,
Sfgemw Reonbs SHeog euev Hlewevuldlen e
abQu@mbrell_b Sypeuri s @Gausns
Smwdng. Csand Csaisepsbaenbd
semevaueneeuCerr! g Cwenr Qi Qig
elerremTILIG Slement Heow Gnibhg CaL L (hemeuml
eTeSTSMTT gy Lpeuntt. SbIE SIQH@L-IbLD 6TEILD LISLD,
SNoN&smeTS H&S0leues 2 e Coangdlen
gpeowns (UErGCendNwmsaner 2 LCUTaNSE )
aeumbrefll_b gswr dheprniiums
2 _EWITSGIF SIS
c%‘é',l.mrafl'l;i)@lj ué 2_ewr_m?
S eOT6OTIT! [BITEIT(LPSH D EOTLI LI L GG T Gevr! & myevori!
sflwmii! ojip Cuiesr 5mevr
o _euoTenorIT 5T LIS 24615 67N QVeme ReurCs
BGLDIT BT 6v0TIT 6T6T MY
6T6VOTGOTIT IBITE5LD @) (155 & 6T&TF FITip Gl BTETLOG)IT
Gl mevor(B) 26T LIMSLD
I56UOT6OOTTIBITEIT! 269615 5 G/ LD TSH6D 65T 6T68TE: G
Yeme LiL lp 651 BTQGer.

(Quiflwmpeun SmGwmfl 5-1-6)

25

-/
'—
e
2
]
=
=
=
_'
=
=

FEMmaplgHTIW STHHmeumes LiyeanLoenesrGuw
LenL_Ggeuen 61bOILIHLOMET. HSWbBG LITSHSTEILD
Steustllid gypeumt gevrg L iqesfluflensss LiHME
FamIF D,

DS DGD SMrewwsissreuns G wLiueuGes!
6161 BHevtTEvTG6UT! SLADTTLD 2_6TT6uwTNg HIL_sG6rt60
udl eeTuems g Cuwenr 2 ewrihCHesllevemen.
eTesflenild, LiTesoreunanysSlenemujd SeuwGSenesuybd
SnwhHsEsTs BTG 9qCuasE Hogwrer
vl igeflundlng) et oy peumi.

Qungeuns, Bbewwl CQUIMSHaueny L igefl
ereorLig Caamd evbuBsLLL L. Georsrugmes
@M Nepuibd. SSeMesT ST EUDLBSILIL L
Megwdrs @ri@ oypeuni &mevordliugen
peod, yswrelin@n udyesrd. Ssmens
STlugd Bwg ((PSHWIDTET) SL N 66U g
Hesaiasd dns. 56510, Csans e
Caemeuset yflSwionesene. nSMw eubLIGSSSM60
2 T Teug. Speuned, ySwreler CzLed
SISHONETG). H(IHLLOTETIF. FNFEUSLONETG]. BT
SMeuQzetTLIg) 6TEILIHLTesl6t S(HemLullesmCeoGu
Siemwuwls Cumib. Gri@ oy peunt CoanL,iaisons
2 ewILn@L seg ufwnerg LACW Gevemev.
Coaneldlas_wrer oy 5w Garerenn LACW
2 ewemwinesr LS erem ClpfNeflSz o Fwrellen
Blegwonent eveuenhLISSenens s

Couila evpGsund o Garugms - emeusns



g6 SmonBe! 2 en@imLw  BHmemenLES ety
Boupy sHwimeusnis Qm&ECNeT. CBERIBTEVOTEL]
Uen@siig abhs Heomeomw @UALTWS
sPWLCUNCme. 261 SmepLMWL CLNGNES
B&& HEve LJLGE Lmiasms eilLGemed. 2 6o
lmaugBu el eemgd 2 milewws GLIHGmed.
SiBEenowoni Qmbs Hevoemoemwl Gurss)
mauHs bHs SHL oflegeudBGene s eie
aurpeme RCWaEEL SMmOUQ O 666
BouetamoblenCmed. e16mBeu eoGLImHLTGs ! 2 cEmienL
Qaflu smomemiems QeflGoe) GMEE @
QurmILD emeusBTOE) 1 a6iTenen BTohe Geusmmgw
Ounmena gnmscsterer Geueo(HL.

\_ 6] SHSTAMLD )

L&CwestLg) 2y Swom, Caanbd @rewTiqn@Ld 2 T,
swrevd ererenGleueiied, Coanb G &memEnd
vflwreng sivUSSTHeT B kS M w ks erme
SperiL(euenss sr_(HIb. oy swreder LSlwmeg
STDUSHTHENET SeUTSHENF 6w 6 s 6rtl 6 (H b I
@ es@ED 2 LmubIEng,.
ST Qumieug) gpSwreur Camom?
UDDT (WPSIBECTT® DTeD QUEDT 67(PLD
SIDDI %% WPST SIHPIW CIST6D L) CpmCeor
20 Cw 6T 2ylp CILIGTT 2_FTEDRTCILI /651 & S5163TCm 65T
Q) Cmevr >y @Heir S5 (B 616 61BeWG LM Cevr!

(Quflw HEQwmA 7-1-2)
Smwriens weneseflenr LTaEFLTGL P60,
Liruehanesg) SiPlhg eNlLngLig. LFemu Srevgdleo
2 g HHaullpmer Ssmens 6la e
reaflssmerflen mGerr. wimt Siemws5s SO LITIYS)
B UruEhesmass arssmeflemi? LrLEhessleo
o eiten  Coger, Cogeammaaflss Guoeo § Csresor_
eTevemeouilleveons (MG () 6 e 60w &S 6vrmed
SNCor WD SmPsEsTCe Sen B eubhg
ToPSSTUI. 206D QEMIDTHSTRISETTS KT 65T
SIBIL6N5E)D CougenesiuleS)miba) sTesTensst Fendlsa eum
1607 G 6l LRSS Cm6tT. 2419 CuLiesig HILIWS (FT60
Casl (@ Wrmliguwenn 2 eng anmswid QenatGsn
eT6Tm Y peun LFevgrellliLIGns Sjennhg)eTeng)
@nsl urarb. @it Cevellsg, Cageniserflen
BAg0Ie6TLS LIsag S evaunghbsfluwb i HIGwW
e16sTLIENS 202l SLILIOSSIS DT Sy peuniilyres.

2 e5Gs BT QaGaD e16oin TSSH5Seness
Qarendlmg SiHGper (SiBHwWasd - Can &5
Blevevngeuet) sTenid LIGLD. GbiIE imeT SHSH eT60Tm)
Sppeunt LigmisSlling oysioneiles raapessSnGas
6T6vTLIG) SlevvTeuTiD.

Sl Cweir sTeTLg) Sy FwrenauGu

<2ylp Cui6sT Flis 6% T6sTE S 66T Y1 6D Wiriidh @ LD

9y flwmen est

&lp CF T 5 600 600T 5.5/ LD IT UL &5 & 60T 60011 L 63 60T /5,85 T 63T

& 6UT6) 6VT S5 & 60T 6307 65) 60T

QFip Wit 985 m& Il WTeH TS CoFig6d Sird @D
Sl@Bremne

<2lp GILIEST & IT6VOTLITEVT 601 M 6168T @) 6vfl6d 1) G mii
<9176 6007 GL_.

(HmaumiQomgl 1-5-7)
wuug p&Gang GCoeauiaepb gl CougnisEhbd
MW (PiguING 6TDCILIHLOTENEST HEDL_LIS Gilq&HGHLD
5wrelnHE@ BWeEpremd 2 er(®. 3w ines
CoansdnE MeEprend Heowng. Pseafle
0&ECarT SwireewCL T LIGRIGT 2y peumifles
SLSDMHLQISSS SHTL_IqUIG).
siLSFTsemer Hemrlsis@b Iy Cwisr
BLOG| HIOT&ESHMENS SLfles0leuss 6dOILIHLOTesfles
Qenggres oyswnenet uanflss eubgenGemmid.
Coan ey emnenr ST eVeuWIDIS
STLTSSHmT JeLeiGH s &LPLL0 GemLg
Senburelgn eerugenTe) b, CgHeans S erme
w_HCw sioTSHmeT HEHILNSSS HH&HS (Wigujbd
STESTLISEITTEVILD, 6TDOILI(HLONEST HLo&E CHansdlenest
SIRISTEUOSS6TENTEDT. 2TSHSILOM, BHLoaTeseTLd CLimestm
NCaagmIssT ppevld BLSGEF GLLLu@n Gluwm
Bwg CoansgbCawen, oy5Ion amib sFSGmSa
ausivgelH@GL QUNBHSTE!.
sTeenen opetaurGear Lse emleveor ojg.Cweir Hlafle
2_6ir Q&S SihS) LGECSCeT e1651D HLOLOMPEuTlesT
SmeumiiGlomfl, qGueir sTETLIGET THMHSSMEHS
L IquIlD Famib. jigGuesr 6T6sTN)| ReUGlENH (PewD
B ClFmevenid GLimg)id, BTLD eTDGILIHLOTEST (Lpgevmest
SpETiw urbuenrillenensd Garerr@SGmmb.
FTETLTGL ST FTTHLHSTITS0 &6 60TD
IDTERTIONETTE MaGHSD CsrH&s@D IgsaumenL L
Wyresflesr Caressrii yiqiCLIMG jigCuisir sTetTM)
CoagpseusSlenes SIBIVBESS!, iSLD eVLDTLILIETILD
(urbwrend) QewGeumd. 6rb Gl LH L M6l 6r
Qenggen oy 5wrelHE Leod GamiGumb. b3

Sponsorships and donations

towards publication expenses are welcome

Cauilas evbGauobd @ Camusms - emeusns]



Srimath Rahasya Thraya Saaram
A Manual For Beginners @

Smt. Padmalatha Sridharan, Chennai

Chapter — 1: Upodhgaatha Adhikaram

This is the first chapter of the treatise which sets
out the contents like the subject matter, who it is
meant for, etc.

Sriman Narayana wears a pendant called
Kausthubha which denotes the Jeeva and hence
the Jeeva -- the son, the servant, the slave -- is
truly close to his heart.

He is entitled to reside in Srivaikunta along with
Nithya Suris (those Jeevas eternally with him)
and Mukthas (those Jeevas who have defeated the
cycle of births and deaths)

The qualifying attribute of his
soul is servitude (Seshatvam). He
could serve Bhagavan in Vaikuntam
eternally.

But he takes several births in this
world and just like a gem which has
lost its lustre he loses his wisdom and
is immersed in Samsara. This is due
to eternal “Maya”.

This is illustrated in a very beautiful
story by Swami Desikan.

Once upon a time a King went on a hunting trip
to the forest accompanied by his queen and infant
son.

The son lost his way and was adopted by some
hunters. He grew up thinking of himself as a
hunter and hence took up their living style. His
speech, eating habits, clothes all reflected this.
Like a parrot which repeats the words it hears, he
mimicked a hunter’s way of life, unaware of his
actual position.

Years later, by a stroke of luck some Sadhus saw
him and realised that he must be of high birth.
They made him change his lifestyle and prepared
him to become worthy of a princely life.

Then some courtiers came, advised him of his
status, decked him up, introduced him to the King
and facilitated his crowning as the Prince.
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We are in the position of that prince, separated
from Bhagavan, living in this world thinking it is
ours and considering our bodies as us.

Actually, a Jeeva is neither a Deva, nor a
Manushya, animal, nor a tree though he may
have taken that form. The qualifying attributes
of his soul are wisdom and bliss. (Gnanam and
Aanandam).

By virtue of a good deed done eons ago, he comes
in contact with an Acharya (by the blessings of
Bhagavan) who imparts this knowledge to him.
The Acharya educates the Jeeva about his eternal

7 connection to Bhagavan and sets him
upon the right path.

There are six causes which enable
a Jeeva to beget an Acharya.
{| Bhagavan’s well-wishing (Easwara
Souhardham), an accidental Punyam
(Yaddrucha Sukrutham), Divine
glance (Vishnu Kataksham), non-
hate towards Perumal (Adhvesham),
| being receptive to Perumal

(Aabhimukhyam) and conversations
with Saathviks.

The Acharya teaches him (like how a cow feeds
a new-born calf without waiting for it to moo),
all the concepts, Thathvas, Svarupa, Svabhava,
Sambandha of all beings, experiences here
and above, do-s and don’t-s, path to Moksha,
impediments to it, and so on without any
misconception or misinterpretation.

All these are encapsulated in Rahasya-thraya -- the
Astaksharam, Dvayam and Charama Slokam in
the form of a concept unique to our Sampradayam,
namely, Sarira-Athma Bhavam.

In every chapter Swami Desikan sets out the
subject matter in a Sanskrit Sloka in the beginning
of the chapter and the essence in Paasurams at the
end of the chapter. The first 22 chapters are called
“Arthanusaasana Bhagam” meaning that which
are to be learnt and adhered to.

(to be continued...)
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