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Float Festival — History In The Making

FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

mere mention of the name Panguni (Phalguna) and the star Utharam flashes in the mind. The
wedding of Lord Vishnu and Goddess Mahalakshmi is performed in all temples across the globe
on this very day known as Panguni-Utharam.

Another important Utsavam is Sri Rama Navami, the nine-day festival beginning on Ugadi, a New
Year Day in the Lunar Calendar. Sri Rama Pattabhisheka Utsavam on the day after Sri Rama Navami
adds to the devotional fervour.

In a significant development, it has been proposed to conduct Theppotsavam (Float Festival) for the
first time in the annals of our Devasthanam. The special event, scheduled to take place at Madippakkam
lake on April 1 (Saturday), will mark the beginning of the year-long Sathamaana Utsavam celebrations
planned to commemorate the consecration (Prathista) of Sri Srinivasa Perumal and Sri Alarmelmanga
Thayar in our temple in 1924. This, we are sure, will fulfil the long-time wish of the devotees of our
temple. We request one and all to participate in the Float Festival, receive the abundant blessings of the
Divya Dampathis and make the event a grand success. Please find the invitation on the back wrapper.

The month of Maasi saw quite a few festivals conducted in our Devasthanam. The Thirukkachchi
Nambigal and Kulasekhara Azhwar Thirunakshatram were, as usual, conducted with Purappadu,
Aasthana sevakalam and Satrumurai. Another special event was Annakoota Thiruppavadai Utsavam,
organised by Sri Srinivasa Perumal and Vedantha Desikar Kainkarya Trust in a grand manner. Numerous
Prasadams, delicious in nature and plenty in quantity, were offered to the Divya Dampathis and Swami
Desika before distribution to the devotees. In the evening, a grand Thiruveethi procession and Pathi-
ulaathal with special Nadhaswaram music took place.

The three-day Dhavanotsavam with music concerts by renowned artists on each day, and the Maasi-
Magham Theerthavari (Samudra Snanam) Utsavam on the final day were conducted in the traditional
manner.

The Sathamaana Mahotsavam of Maha Mahopadhyaya, Saarasaarajnar Sri U.Ve. Perukaranai
Chakravarthyacharya Swami
(Vaikuntavasi) was celebrated
at Desika Bhavanam by his
sons and disciples on Maasi-
Poorattadhi. The Swami stayed
in the Desika Bhavanam
premises for quite a few years
and produced many Sishyas
by conducting Kalakshepam
related to Sri Sampradaya
Granthams, besides giving
innumerable discourses. He
was an ardent devotee and
regular visitor of our temple.
! Special honour from our
Devasthanam was offered in
=1 his respect on his centenary
celebration. ar

v
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An Overview of Thooppul P

sl

illai’S Tamil Prabandhams @

3.

Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

Pillai Anthaadhi

Swami Desika’s Tamil Prabandhams concluded
with Prabandha Saaram as seen in the previous
issue. However, they will not be complete without
‘Pillai Anthaadhi’, a humble submission of a
glowing tribute at the feet of the illustrious Acharya
by his son and disciple Kumara Varadacharya.

For all of us, general devotees, Swami Desika
is an Acharya; and some among us may, in a
sense, hold him as God. But Varadacharya or
Nayinaaraacharya has the unique distinction of
having two additional relationships — the Master
is his father as well as the Brahmopadesa Acharya.
How fittingly has he repaid Swami Desika for the
special privilege?

Kumara Varadacharya and Brahma-thanthra
Swathanthra Jeeyar were the principal disciple
of Swami Desika. The son composed the hymn
‘Sri Desika Mangalam’ in Sanskrit and the
Prabandham ‘Pillai Anthaadhi’ in Tamil on his
illustrious father. These are the most widely-
known and most frequently-recited works on
Swami Desika.

We shall take a look at the essence ‘Pillai
Anthaadhi’. This Prabandham has been modelled
on ‘Ramanusa Nootranthaadhi’ of Thiruvarangath-
Amudhanar. Exemplary devotion is the hallmark
of this exquisite Prabandham, as can be seen
from the summary of each Pasuram. Just for
the record, 19 of the 20 Paasurams contain the
word ‘Thooppul’ — the great Master’s native,
the exception being the fifth (e @sueysodsmeo
Sp5d...). Here we go...

1. IDMIDEUIT LD@I@NU LDMRIE ...

The feet of Thooppul Pillai — who sings the
praise of Sri Ramanuja who sought the feet of
Nammazhwar who had adorned the feet of the
Lord Sriman Narayana and Goddess Mahalakshmi
— is atop my head.

2. QFHIDI IEDITBIS...

O, people! Will we all have the great fortune of
having the feet of the famed Swami Desika setting
on our head forever? If that happens, the world of

Naraka will get destroyed and we will ever enjoy
the bliss of Moksha.

3. wIBsCsTBul...

There is no refuge other than singing the glory of
the blemishless Lord of Thooppul who, provided
us the essence of all the Saasthras and Vedas as
also the path of Saranaagathi, and forever, sang
the praise of Sri Ramanuja.

4. 2ulunb AIMBUTOMED. ..

There are no refuge for us other than the
philosophy professed by Thooppul Pillai who had
the great grace of Sri Ramanuja, who permanently
had Lord Varadaraja, who emerged from the altar
of sacrifice performed by Brahma, and Perundevi,
in his hearts.

5. OGN SHNOBMIT DbdHB...

It was the Lord who created the universe in days
of yore, gave out the great Saasthras for us and
assumed the Venkata hills as His abode. It was
also the same Lord who was later born as Guru
Venkatanatha and averted the worldly diseases,
that is the distresses of Samsara.

6. AHHHOHT BUBWIET...
The moment I chanted the sacred names of
Vedantha Desika, who, by his sheer all-round

mastery, conquered all logicians, all my grave
sins got vanished!

7. ANNATBIET D IDBHG .0

0, sins! You ought to look for some other place,
for, your tendency to distress me is no longer
sustainable. The reason is the noble Lord of
Thooppul, whose mind is full of the great works
of Sri Ramanja, has entered my mind and has
come to stay there.

8. AUNTBHBI LealS@N60...

O, foolish people! You don’t seem to know how
to avoid the trap of Naraka. Listen! Worship the
feet of the great Lord of Thooppul and you will
get rid of all your distresses.

9. AMGHLD RBDHBID...

Those who attain Thooppul Pillai, who always
spoke about the greatness of Sri Ramanuja, as
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the refuge, will be bestowed with commendable
attributes like obedience, humility, good habits
and conduct and compassion; the undesirable ones
like bad company, ignorance, sins and mental filth
will keep away.

10. SwLualT Salawar wrmaj...

O, the Lord of Thooppul who upstages the sins
of those who attain you! You are the Kalpa tree
for those who realise your greatness. Kindly
bless me with the fortune of attaining your feet
by completely uprooting the miseries of Samsara.

11. SOUSCID TSIWI...

O, the master of many an art form! Proficient poet!
Wondrous one of Thooppul hailed by devotees!
I will not call men of this world as the Kalpa tree
nor will I get myself distressed by going through
the rigours of penance standing on a mountain.
(Hence) Bless me with Moksha, the ultimate
thing!

12. QAUTHMTAISHI RSTMILD...

O, Vedantha Desika of profound knowledge!
Our Lord of Thooppul! There is no means (of
salvation) that I possess. And also, owing to
ignorance, I practise exactly the opposite of the
noble ways of Vedic seers. Alas! [ do not have any
means except your grace henceforth. So, bless me!

13. OpOTS TAIIYILD...

O, Lord of Thooppul forever having red, golden
form! I do not have the ability to exclusively
observe the tough Karma Yoga, Jnaana Yoga
or Bhakthi yoga, considered as the means (to
Moksha); nor do I possess the requisite austerity.
Have not obtained the unwavering faith in the
distinguished means (Prapaththi). (This being
the case) I shall not, henceforth, forget your feet.

14. BOUsBLD Saraieiib...

The unblemished Lord of Thooppul! I have no
direct devotion to your feet; nor do I have affinity
towards those devotees who have attained your
feet. Alas! What’s the use of realising this now?
Bless me in your own way. Please help me with
your grace!

15. 2 STAIHBET ANST...

O, the light of the famous Thooppul clan! I have
no good means other than your grace. Therefore,

GCaudls evnGauud e sLSMHS - LikiGel

considering my wellbeing, you get rid of my two
strong Karmas — good and bad. Extend your great
grace by blessing me with the means (Prapaththi)
prescribed by the pristine Ashtakshara!

16. alendsTd CabIsL aaumii@iev...

O, saviour from Thooppul! Bless me with pure
devotion to the Lord who dwells in Thiruvenkatam
like a lamp in whose chest His loving Consort
lotus dame lives forever, and your unflinching
devotees! Also remove the state of sham devotion
(from me).

17. HITQIGT GITBIGHET...

O, saviour of all and the king of the Thooppul
clan! You attained proficiency in both Divya
Prabandham and the Vedas with the grace of
and by worshipping the honey-oozing feet of
Appullaar, the chief of the Kidambi clan who is
saviour to us all. Pray, protect us!

18. OIBeT HBID OpTam BHFHGan!...

O, Vedantha Desika who blesses (those who attain
him)! Our Lord of Thooppul! One who emerged as
the lion among poets and logicians! You snuffed
the life out of debaters of other faiths. Please listen
to this submission I make with (two) folded hands!
0, handsome! Bless me so that my heart (always)
thinks about your devotees!

19. ASTAILT 2 HHBLD HIMEDILIR...

O, gem of the Thooppul clan! Hail to the pair of
feet coveted by your devotees! Hail to your pure,
smiling face! Hail to the hand with the “Vyaakhya’
Mudhra! Hail to the stunning Thiruman Kaappu!
Hail to your form (Thirumeni) adorned with
Thulasi chain, lotus chain and Yajnopaveetham!

20. PAMPHTTHS AT HTLILED GIGTATED. ..

I have meticulously composed this Anthaadhi
of 20 Paasurams on the soft (lotus) feet of the
handsome benefactor of Thooppul, for devotees to
recite. Those who patronise this by reciting daily
with resolve will have their head decorated with
the soft feet of the Lord of Thooppul.

So, as prescribed in the final verse, let us daily
recite this glowing salutation to Swami Desika and
be the recipients of his unbridled grace!

(Concluded)
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