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Brahmotsavam Back In Its Pristine Form

FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

he month of Aani at once brings to the mind two illustrious torch-bearers of our Sampradayam — Sri
Periyazhwar and Sriman Nathamunigal — whose Thirunakshatrams are celebrated on the day of Swathi
and Anusham respectively. As is the custom for the Azhwars and the Acharyas, Thirumanjanam along with
Perumal in the morning and Purappadu, Sevakalam and Satrumurai in the evening will mark the occasions.

The Azhwar, father of Sri Andal, established the superiority of Sriman Narayana in unequivocal terms, while
the Acharya retrieved the Nalayira Divya Prabandham and gifted the same for posterity. The Periyazhwar
Thirumozhi, starting with Pallandu, comprises 473 exquisite Pasurams that include vivacious narration of
the little Krishna at different stages of His growth. The Azhwar has also authored a commentary on Kalpa
Soothram.

Nathamunigal, besides his massive contribution as regards the Aruli-cheyal, has composed two esoteric
works titled Nyaya Thathvam and Yoga Rahasyam, the former on logic and the latter on the art of Yoga.

The other important festivals associated with the month of Ani are the seven-day Kodai Utsavam culminating
in Hastham and Sri Sudharsana Jayanth (Chithirai). Additionally, Sri Sudharsana Maha Yajnam will be
performed on June 26 for the welfare of devotees and general public.

Earlier, the advent of Vaikasi was marked by Nrusimha Jayanthi Utsavam. As usual, Kadai Vellikkizhamai
Utsavam for Sri Alarmelmanga Thayar was performed, heralding the Brahmotsavam (June 1 to 10) — a full-
fledged version with Vahana Purappadu conducted after a gap of two years.

Among the highlights of the Brahmotsavam was the Mangalasasanam of His Holiness Srirangam Srimath
Andavan during Thotti Thirumanjanam. He also performed Manthra Pushpam ahead of Theertha Prasadham
and Sri Satari Maryadhai.

All the Kainkaryaparas, including those from Sripatham Association, rendered dedicated and enthusiastic
service to the Lord during the Brahmotsavam and we record our sincere thanks to one and all for the same. #%
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An Overview Of Thooppul Pillai’s Tamil Prabandhams @

Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

4. Paramapadha Sopanam

There are three Thaniyans — two Slokas and one Paasuram
composed as a prelude for this Prabandham which extol
Thooppul Pillai for determining the nine steps to reach Sri
Vaikuntam (‘Sopanam’ means ‘steps’).

In the Prabandham which contains 21 Paasurams, the Acharya
lays out nine steps which a Mumukshu (one desirous of Moksha)
has to ascend one by one in order to achieve his objective. These
are explained in two verses each in this Prabandham, after the
first Paasuram gives a general introduction in which the author
traces his lineage to Sri Ramanuja @g&eugesmit wewLiLsied oubs
LDETOTLD  6TTRISGET  CUMTTEEMSUI6T  LD6ITEUAILIGS).

The nine chapters corresponding to the equal number of steps
are covered in the next 18 Paasurams and their content briefs
are as follows:

Viveka Parvam — the power of discriminatory knowledge as
regard to Chith (sentient), Achith (non-sentient) and Iswara
(the Supreme Being).

Nirvedha Parvam — the sense of self-deprecation for doing
things that are against one’s Swaroopam.

Virakthi Parvam — the sense of austerity and self-denial from
worldly pleasure.

Bheethi Parvam — the fear of recurrence of the experience of
Samsara.

Prasaadhana Parvam — the practising of one of the only two
means of attaining Moksha — Bhakthi and Prapaththi.

Uthkramana Parvam — the Jiva’s leaving of the body through
the critical nerve-centre in the head.

Archiraadhi Parvam — the Jiva’s journey in which he is
welcomed and led through the Archiraadhi way by different
Adhikaaris at various stages en route to Vaikuntam.

Divyadesa Praapthi Parvam — the arrival of the jiva at Parama
Padham which is beyond all the materialistic worlds.

Praapthi Parvam — the grand finale where the Jiva gets to meet
the Supreme Lord Sriman Narayana, converses with him and
enjoys Him and His Kainkaryam.

The 20th Paasuram summarises all the nine steps at one go and
the final verse gives why we, the Jivas, live in this world even
after performing Prapaththi, the all-important means. The reason
provided is providence on the one hand and on the other hand,
to engage ourselves in divine experience such as Bhagavath
Kainkaryam, Sribhashyam, Aruli-cheyal, etc.
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5. Paramatha Bhangam

Sri Desika has authored well over 100
treatises extolling the greatness of
Bhagavath Ramanuja’s Visishtaadvaita
philosophy. Besides scores of
esoteric works that were born for the
specific purpose, even his hymns (in
Sanskrit, Tamil and the lone number
in Praakrutham) are interspersed with
great deal of the salient tenets of the
Sidhdhaantha.

It was an era when an alarming count of
religions were not only in vogue but were
rampant. Hence, there was a strong need
to counter and conquer them to enable our
faith thrive. Our illustrious Acharya did
precisely that through works like Satha
Dhushani, Sankalpa Sooryodhayam,
Paramatha Bhangam, etc. at different
times.

In the last-named Tamil Prabandham,
which, it is believed was composed when
Swami Desika resided in Thiruvaheendra
Puram, the author ruthlessly shreds to
pieces various philosophies, 12 to be
precise, while conquering them all. In
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fact, the condemnation forms the trunk of the work
which may generally be classified into three parts.

After a Mangala Sloka on the Lord of Thiruvaheendra
Puram, the first segment of 11 Paasurams starts with
a prayer to Sudharsana followed by recollection of
the great deeds of our Acharyas, the three Truths
— Chethana (Sentient), Achethana (Non-sentient)
and Iswara (The Supreme Being) — and the use of
denouncing other religions, which, it is emphasised
that, is to avert the gullible people from falling to
the charms of their proponents.

In the central part, Swami Desika takes 12 religions
head on and comes down heavily on them as he deals
body blow to them. Along with the arguments, the
apt, hard-hitting attributes used for the religions,
their founders and the ideologies are a great source of
enjoyment. Two verses are devoted to each religion,
except for the final one (Paasupatha) which has
three. It may be noted that the second religion dealt
with is Boudhdha and Maadhyamika, Yogachara,
Sowthraanthika and Vaibhashika are only the four
branches of the same.

The religions accounted for, in that order, are:
1. Charvaaka (Paasuram Nos. 12 & 13),
2A. Maadhyamika (14 & 15),

2B. Yogachara (16 & 17),

2C. Sowthraanthika (18 & 19),
2D. Vaibhashika (20 & 21),

3. Advaitha (22 & 23),

4. Jaina (24 & 25),

5. Bhaskara-Yadhava (26 & 27),
6. Vaiyakarana (28 & 29),

7. Vaiseshika (30 & 31),

8. Gouthama (32 & 33),

9. Meemaamsaka (34 & 35),
10. Saankhaya (36 & 37),

11. Yoga (38 & 39), and

12. Paasupatha, known as Saiva (40, 41 & 42).

The final phase begins with explanation for Sri
Paancharaathram, the Saasthra founded by Sriman
Narayana Himself (43 & 44) and with that the author
completes the conquest.

The Prabandham goes on to say how the Lord’s feet
are the means for deliverance, the feasibility and
vitality of Prapaththi, the total futility of non-Vedic
religions, the importance of treading the elders’ path,
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the way to go as shown by Veda Vyasa, the reason for
the emergence of the Prabandham, before concluding
with the glory of the arms of Sri Sudharsana.

6. Mey Viradha Maanmiyam

Swami Desika has dedicated six Prabandhams to
Lord Varadaraja of ThirukKachchi. Mey Viradha
Maanmiyam (also known as Aththigiri/Hasthigiri
Maahaathmyam) comprises the most Paasurams
(29) among them. The others are: Adaikkala-Paththu,
Artha panchakam, Vaishnava Dinachari, Thiru-
chinna Maalai and Panniru Naamam.

Our Acharya, originally, composed a historical
treatise on Kanchi and the Avathara of the Lord
therein under the title Sathya Vratha Maahaathmyam.
The Paasurams that form part of that work in Mani
Pravaalam (a combination of Sanskrit and Tamil)
have been compiled to be known as Mey Viradha
Maanmiyam.

Kancheepuram, as we know, is among the seven
holy towns attributed to Moksham, the others
being Ayodhya, Mathura, Maya (Haridwar), Kasi,
Avanthika (Ujjain) and Dwaraka. Kanchi is called
‘Sathya Vratha Kshethram’ for the reason that all
Punya Karmas like Yaaga, Yagna, etc. yield instant
benediction. The sacred place is also referred to
as Hasthigiri, Karigiri and Perumal Koyil, among
others. The historical nature of this work tracing
back the manifestation of the Lord lends uniqueness
to the Prabandham.

The Lord Varadaraja temple is situated on a hillock
which, according to the legend, was the altar on
which Brahma performed Aswamedha Yaga (horse-
sacrifice), desiring to have a direct vision of the Lord.

At the end of the ritual, there appeared a luminous
gleam like a radiant Sun from the altar even as Lord
Varadaraja presented Himself in all His splendour
in a Punya Koti Vimanam which resembled a
golden hillock. Thus Brahma got his wish fulfilled
and the place came to be known as Sathya Vratha
Kshethram. Ever since, Brahma himself is said to
be performing the annual Uthsavam to the Lord
during the Tamil month of Vaikasi and hence it is
called Brahmothsavam. The whole episode has been
documented ever so beautifully and vividly by our
Acharya in ‘Mey Viradha Maahaathmyam'.

Starting with a salutation to Lord Varadaraja, the
author pleads with scholars for a hearing of this
treatise (Paasuram No. 2); requests poets to join
him in singing the Lord’s praise (3); and vests the



responsibility of the Prapanna with the Lord (4). And e Worshipping the Lord as attributed in Brahma

what follows is the recount of the events: Suthras (19)

o Adistraught Brahma, failing in his attempt to have e Apleased Brahma, immersed in the experience of
direct vision of the Lord, cries like a kid that covets the Lord’s form, praises Him (20)
the moon (5) e Brahma worships the Lord and His Consorts, with

e Brahma’s indulges in self-deprecation (6) superb similies forming the description (21)

o He reaches the sacred Bharatha Desam in orderto ~ ® He worships the Lord recalling His great virtues
do penance (7) (22)

e Brahma orders master architect Viswakarma to  ® The Lord tells Brahma if he would like any boon
build a sacrificial altar for him (8) to be granted, to which Brahma says that the Lord

stations Himself there permanently so that one

¢ The glory of Kanchi (9) and all can worship Him forever. Lord Varadaraja

- Brahma delighted with the fine work of Viswakarma accedes to the request (23)
(10) e Brahma’s brief'to great sages as to how to worship
e Brahma asks Vasishta to bring back an estranged Lord Varadaraja during the prescribed Five
Saraswathi who was performing penance near Sessions (Pancha-Kaala Prakriya— Abhigamanam,
Kanchi (11) Upaadhaanam, Ijyai, Swwaadhyaayam and
o The furious flow of Saraswathi taking the form of Yogam) (24)
ariver (12) o Brahma goes back to Sathya Lokam and observes
e The Lord blocking the river as a dam — Vegasethu Yoga (25)
(13) e Lord Varadaraja’s benevolence in all four Yugas —
o The whole world is ecstatic that the impasse is To Brahma in Krutha Yuga, Gajendra in Thretha
resolved and Brahma performs the Aswamedha Yuga, Bruhaspathi in Dwaapara Yuga and Aadhi
Yagam (14) Sesha in Kali Yuga (26)

o In the concluding part, the author submits that
only owing to the grace of Lord Varadaraja (27);
states that, ‘Vedhanthaacharya’ that he is, justified
his status by singing the glory of the ‘Mey Viradha
Nannilam’ (28); and says that he could compose

) ) . this work only because of his devotion to the feet

o Nithyasooris welcome the Lord’s arrival (16 & 17) of Lord Varadaraja (29).

e The description of the Lord’s beauty (18) (To be continued...)

e Lord Varadaraja emerges from the sacrificial altar
in a Punya Koti Vimanam so resplendent that the
effulgence outshines even the sun - ysé @
GILIMEITLDENED HETTECHIMIT LsvorevniilLiGamiQU L 65T LisGevmedt
used eflensanall Lmep&sLT GametHuGs ([15)
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