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Sponsorships and donations towards

publication expenses are welcome
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N. Seshadri & Family,

Flat No.11, 'Lakshmi', 16, Justice Sundaram Road,
Mylapore, Chennai 600004.
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SVDD thanks Sri N. Seshadri & Family,
for sponsoring this month's special issue of Desika Sandesam
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the same, in order to ensure frequent and speedier communication.

Note: 1. CONTRIBUTIONS, IF ANY, CAN BE MADE BY WAY OF CASH OR CHEQUE (in favour of 5ri Vedantha Desikar
Devasthanam)
2. Those who have not updated their contact details like mobile number, E-mail ID are requested to update
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Hail To Vedantha Desika — Master Of All Arts

Sri U.Ve. Natteri Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

Even as this writer set out to script a small tribute to Sri Vedantha Desika, an
idea flashed through the mind to catch a glimpse of the pre-eminent attributes
of the Acharya. This led the thought to the first verse of Nyaasa Vimsathi where
he enumerates 14 qualities of an ideal Acharya. Lo and behold, the name Vedantha
Desika too has 14 letters and why not try and see if each of them connects with an
attribute of the illustrious Acharya!

Versatile

Erudite
Distinguished
Austere
Noble
Towering

Humble

Awe-inspiring

Impeccable
I(nowledgeable

- Adhering

We shall briefly see how aptly these adjectives depict Swami Desika. It can be observed that the four
principal qualities — Jnaanam, Anushtaanam, Vairaagyam and Aathma Gunam which roughly translate
into Knowledge, Adherence, Austerity and Nobility — are very much there in the above list in their adjective
forms.

It is an inferesting coincidence that the very first attribute, in a way, denotes ‘Sarva-thanthra Swathanthra’
(Master Of All Arts), the greatest of his honours, though the original fitle can never be equated.
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1. Versatile

Swami Desika’s excellence in philosophy
and literature oozes in his innumerable works.
But what is flabbergasting is he was endowed
with mastery in other art forms and crafts
like architecture (as in building a well at
Thiruvaheendrapuram which exists even now),
magic (humbling a magician), snake-charming
(getting the better of one such practitioner by
composing Garuda Panchasath), sculpting
(carving out his own Vigraha), and so on. This
is versatility at its best and that is why he is the
one and only ‘Sarva-thanthra Swathanthra’.

2. Erudite

By the time he turned 20, Sri Desika had
mastered all Sasthras from his maternal uncle
Kidambi Appullaar and even completed
Sribhashya Kaalakshepam to 30 eligible
students. Hiseffortlessconqueringofcompeting
scholars belonging to other philosophies — be
it Krishna Misra, Dindima or the one from
our own Sampradayam who challenged our
Acharya to compose 1000 verses overnight,
to name a few — bears testimony to his
scholarship.

3. Distinguished

The most revered Acharya after Sri
Ramanuja, Swami Desika has an unmatched
eminence and commanding stature. His
initiation into Hayagriva Manthram by Sri
Garuda and the titles he received from Lord
Ranganatha (Vedanthacharya) and Periya
Piraatti (Sarva-thanthra Swathanthra) puts him
in an exalted pedestal. The last-named honour,
a unique one, means he could literally do
anything under the Sun.

4. Austere

Swami Desika is an epitome of austerity as
evident in his hymn Vairagya Panchakam.

One Vidyaranya, an Advaitin and a boyhood
friend who was a court scholar and spiritual
preceptor in the Vijayanagara kingdom, came
to know about the Uncha Vrutthi way of life
Swami Desika was so assiduously following
and the dire straits he was in. He wanted to help
his friend and sent an invitation to adorn the
court of Harihara and Bukka, the emperors.
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Here was fortune presenting itself in the
face even as Sri Desika was living in utter
penury in Kanchi. He could have helped
himself to court honour and a hefty bounty,
which were there for the asking, if he wished
so. Would anyone have the guts and gumption
to turn down such a golden opportunity? No,
not ordinary mortals, really.

But how did our great Acharya respond?
He simply wrote and sent out a sloka to
Vidyaranya, categorically declining the offer
while making it absolutely clear that he was
not a wee bit interested in worldly riches. He
stressed that according to him, the real treasure
was Lord Krishna Himself, who turned His
friend Kuchela into a Kubera in a trice.

Asceticism or austerity cannot be
exemplified in a better manner.
5. Noble

Another incident and the birth of another
hymn highlight this trait of Swami Desika.

There was a poor bachelor Brahmana
who was in need of money for his marriage.
He approached our Acharya and explained to
him his plight and sought his help. But what
could our Acharya do, as he himself was not
financially sound! However, he wanted to help
the groom-would-be, but how?

He had the great and indestructible wealth
of unmatched poetic skills and unflinching
devotion. He set about composing Sri Sthuthi,
addressing Goddess Lakshmi. Animated
verses started pouring in like the rain and so
were golden coins all over the place, like a
magic. The bachelor could not believe his eyes
even as he was overwhelmed by ecstasy and
astonishment. Swami Desika asked him to take
them all and sent him off, wishing him well.

An anecdote related to the composition
of Sudarsana Ashtakam illustrates the
compassion and concern our Acharya had for
humanity. Once the inhabitants of ThirupPut
Kuzhi, a Divyadesam near Kancheepuram,
were bearing the brunt of a dreadful epidemic
called 'Vaisuri'. The disease was spreading
rampantly and heading towards unmanageable
proportions when Swami Desika authored this
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hymn and relieved people of their misery.
6. Towering

Swami Desika, as An Acharya, led by
example and showed the way to the followers --
just as a light house would. A defining incident
when he was in Kancheepuram reflects this.

There was aperiod when Divya Prabandham
was not given its due. The prime argument
was that the Azhwars originated from different
sects — most of them from the lower rungs of
the Varna hierarchy — and hence their works
lacked sanctity. The detractors of Aruli-cheyal
ensured discontinuance of its recitation at
Lord Varadaraja’s temple. Our Acharya had
to intervene and restore the
tradition.

HeestablishedthatDivya
Prabandham is as sacred
as the Vedas as Azhwars
were manifestations at the
behest of the Lord Himself.
Fittingly, he salutes the
scholars of both disciplines
in his Prabandham
Meiviratha Maanmiyam,
saying “OgmewmenL  Lo6uIIL6V
Gouglwit eumpBeu, gmw O\ 6iT06mM
eusbeveuT eumpGeu I

At a later time, our

Revealing genuine modesty in verse
number 104 of the same hymn, our Acharya
says that he is a child and unqualified to
compose a hymn like this. But the Lord’s
playfulness has resulted in his elevation to the
stature of ‘Vedanthacharya’. It is really He
who composed this hymn through him and that
he is only an instrument like the Veena. (Can
it take the credit for the melodious music that
pours from it? Is it not the player that actually
creates the melody?)

In the final Paasuram of Adhikaara
Sangraham, he submits, referring to the
Prabandham, that what Lord Hayagriva had
written in his heart, he
was simply putting on the
leaf.

Moving expressions of
humility, indeed.
8. Awe-inspiring

Even scholars of other

faiths have conceded
that it is impossible not

to get awe-struck by
the remarkable appeal
his works make for,
his mastery over the

Acharya repeated the feat

of restoring the glory of

Divya Prabandham at the Srirangam temple
also.

7. Humble

In spite of his extra-ordinary talent and
proficiency in multifarious fields, Sri Desika
practised utmost modesty. He, in fact, was one
who preached what he practised. This quality
is brought forth umpteen times in his works.
Sample these:

In Sloka No. 30 of Daya Sathakam, the
author calls himself the ‘emperor of sins’
and addresses Daya Devi as the ‘monarch of
all virtues’. “Knowing this well, you must
redeem me by placing me at the feet of Lord
Srinivasa”, he pleads with Her. Unparalleled
humility from a gem of an Acharya!
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nuances of the languages
(whether Sanskrit, Tamil,
Manipravaalam or Praakrutham) and the sheer
volume and range of his works numbering
over 120.

It is not often that quality and quantity go
along well, but in our Acharya’s case it would
seem that they had to strike a peace treaty so as
to forge an awesome combination.

9. Divine

Nothing can be more divine than his hymns
and Prabandhams. These are unique in form
and substance. They are the outpourings of a
pious and devoted heart in all its earnestness.
Devotion is the nucleus of these works, and
humility, the hallmark. His commitment to
the philosophy born out of an unassailable
conviction is written all over them.



10. Eloquent

Sri Desika was never one to mince words
when the situation warranted. In a classic
case, he declares in the 41st Sloka of Yathiraja
Sapthathi: “I bear the lotus foot of the noble
followers of Sri Ramanuja on my bowed head
forever. By the same token, let it also be known
that my left foot will be placed on the head of
those with a raging madness in espousing the
cause of other schools of philosophy." Can
anything be more categorical and daring than
this?

11. Supreme

Swami Desika is an incarnation of the
Divine Bell (of the Lord of Thirumala), a fact
well corroborated by his incredible, multi-
faceted genius which manifested in the form of
an astounding array of literary treasure. Having
the Garuda Manthra imparted by Appullaar, Sri
Desika got the Hayagriva Manthra Upadesam
from Garuthmaan himself. Hence, there is
little wonder that he stayed at the peak of
his prowess in practically everything he did.
Numero uno. all the way...

12. Impeccable

It is no exaggeration to say that Swami
Desika perfected the art of perfecting. As a
matter of routine, he set the highest standards
in his works and maintained them throughout.
His skills of poesy are flawless and to maintain
that for an expansive gamut of composing
takes some doing. As many as 22 varieties of
metres cover his 862 Slokas in 28 Sthothras.

13. Knowledgeable

A favourite beneficiary of Hayagriva’s
blessings, Sri Desika’s vastness and depth of
knowledge are a given, and he was a repository
of wisdom. Still he resolves to triumph over
scholars of other ideologies and establish Sri
Ramanuja’s philosophy by taking recourse to a
personal application to Lord Hayagriva.

He says in Sloka 28: “O Lord, May You be
seated on the throne — that is, the tip of my
tongue — for, [ am desirous of conquering the
best of poets and logicians in philosophical
debates presided over by profound scholars!”
And, sure he did, ever so emphatically.
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14. Adhering (to Saasthras and Sampradaya)

‘Anushtaanam’ is an important quality and
Swami Desika is known to be a stickler for the
same. He followed the Saasthraas to the hilt
and undertook the ‘Uncha Vrutthi’ life as has
been prescribed in Saasthras. He practised
the five-session life style (Abhigamanam,
Upaadhaanam, Ijya, Swaadhyaayam and
Yogam) with unwavering commitment.

Based on traditional scriptures, he lays
down strictest disciplines with respect to food
in his Prabandham ‘Aahaara Niyamam’, an
Anushtaana Grantham.

With the kind of exceptional intellect at his
command, Sri Desika could have easily carved
aniche for himself. But the fact that he chose to
steadfastly and unerringly tread the path of Sri
Ramanuja and other Poorvacharyas underlines
his noble nature and this deserves adulation of
the highest order.

Itis our great fortune that we live at an era when
the illustrious Acharya’s 75lst birth anniversary is
being celebrated with utmost fervour wherever
Sath Sampradaya devotees are there across the
globe. Let us join the same with total devotion fo the
Acharya and receive his abundant grace.
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