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Vaikasi Vaibhavam

FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

he month of Vaikasi, which completes the Vasantha Ruthu, is considered to be very auspiciou. Especially
in our temple, it is during this month that the Annual Brahmotsavam to Srinivasa Perumal takes place.
Brahmotsavam is among the most important festivals in a Srivaishnava temple.

It is believed that Lord Brahma performs the festival in honour of the presiding deity of the temple and
so it is called ‘Brahmotsavam’. We are happy to announce that the Annual Brahmotsavam (June 1 to 10 -
Invitation on page 12 & 13) will be celebrated this year in our temple with usual grandeur after a two-year
break due to the Covid pandemic.

Another significant celebration coming up in the month of Vaikasi is Nammazhwar Thirunakshatram (June 12).

“aassder aulbfle Alug NGHETO g GmSs S TGS HLEGD?
“Olg Dsmss Bm MG SLEGSD.”

This fabled conversation between a prospective disciple and an Acharya is a cornerstone event in our
Sampradayam. Yes, it is the one involving Madhurakavi Azhwar and Nammazhwar and their relationship
assumed legendary proportions in the annals of the Srivaishnava tradition.

Nammazhwar commands a unique position, a dual role, in the Srivaishnava tradition. He not only is the
leader of the Azhwar clan, but is also an Acharya in the hierarchy headed by Lord Sriman Narayana. He
is the most proficient among the Azhwars with
1,296 verses to his credit, a major chunk of
the famed Nalayira Divya Prabandham. He
performed Mangalaasaasanam to the deities
of 36 Divyadesams, and all of them without
visiting the temples. In fact, the deities lined up
| and vied with one another to bless Nammazhwar
whose permanent abode was a bark of a tamarind
tree situated in the temple premises of Lord
Adhinathan of Azhwar Thirunagari even now.

During the last month, the Chithra Pournami and
Thotta Utsavam were celebrated and, after a long
gap, Lord Srinivasa visited the places of devotees
at T. Nagar and the adjoining areas and blessed
them. Then there were the 10-day Sribhashyakarar
Utsavam and the three-day Vasantha Utsavam
culminating in the Akshaya-Thrithiya day. The
Chithirai month drew to a close with the Avathara
Utsavam of the Thirumayilai Divya Dhampathis
and Madhurakavi Azhwar Satrumurai.

& With the ill-effects of the pandemic gradually
oy receding, we all will hope that the forthcoming
| festivals at our Devasthanam are performed in
a grand manner with the customary devotional
flavour and fervour. ar
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N.R. Raghavachariar,

'Narayana Niketan',
34/35, West Circular Road, A
"~ Mandavelipakkam, Chennai & 600 028. =~
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SVDD thanks Sri N.R. Raghavachariar
for sponsoring this month's issue of Desika Sandesam
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An Overview Of Thooppul Pillai’s Tamil Prabandhams @

Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

wami Desika’s literary genius has been well

documented in his hundred-plus profound works
and his title ‘Kavi-Thaarkika Simham’. The contexts
and salient features of the 28 Sanskrit hymns among
these have attained reasonable awareness and
familiarity and among the devotees. That many in
the women folk are conversant with them is really
heartening. A series of articles ‘Desika Darsanam’
comprising each Sthothra has been archived here.

However, in comparison, the 19 Tamil Prabandhams
by the illustrious Acharya which are now available,
are lesser known except mainly for the scholars and
those who chant them in temples. Starting with this
write-up, we shall take a brief look at them. It is
relevant here to recall the traditional Thaniyan that
is recited ahead of Thooppul Pillai’s Prabandhams.

fagmetin HliLed HHCeURGLD 2 6mLuImedr
LMEIMedImE 6\&MedTesr LILDEUDMLAUIST — @6TTesTm)
SNGeT SHewWNGHT Fnyevoflufied GUMPEUNTEHE&
auMGesTmLl GUIMLDETEYLD  6UMLDEY.

1. Amrutha Ranjani

This Prabandham is a compilation of the Paasurams
that Swami Desika composed as part of 17 of his
34 Rahasyas (Esoteric works) called ‘Chillarai
Rahasyangal’. There was a compelling need for
him to re-establish the principal tenets of Bhagavath
Ramanuja’s Visishtaadvaita philosophy and he
did that ever so emphatically by composing these
Rahasyas.

Amrutha Ranjani consists of 39 Paasurams which
have been covered in 17 Rahasyas, as follows:
Sampradaaya Parisudhdhi (Paasurams 1 & 2),
Thathva Padhavi (3),

Rahasya Padhavi (4),

Thathva Navaneetham (5 & 6),

Rahasya Navaneetham (7 & 8),

Thathva Maathruka (9, 10 & 11),

Rahasya Maathruka (12 & 13),

Thathva Sandhesam (No Paasurams),

Rahasya Sandhesam (14 & 15),

Rahasya Sandhesa Vivaranam (No Paasurams),
Thathva Rathnaavali (16 & 17),

Thathva Rathnaavali Prathipaadhya Sangraham (No
Paasurams),

Rahasya Rathnaavali (18 & 19),

Rahasya Rathnaavali Hrudhayam (20, 21 & 22),
Thathva-thraya Chulakam (Achethana Adhikaaram
(23 & 24), Jeeva Adhikaaram (25 & 26) and Iswara
Adhikaaram (27 to 30));

Rahasya-thraya Chulakam (Thirumanthra
Adhikaaram (31 & 32), Dhvaya Adhikaaram (33,
34 & 35) and Charama Sloka Adhikaaram (36 to
39)) and

Saara Deepam (Luptham - Extinct).
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It may be seen that the general pattern adopted
is to prelude and conclude every Rahasya with a
Paasuram each and the collection of these verses
has come to be known as ‘Amrutha Ranjani’. The
literal meaning of the Prabandham is ‘one which is
as enchanting as Amrutham, the nectar’.

Some of the important points that are dealt with in
this are: The benevolence of the Acharya, the vitality
of the Triad of Truth (Achith, Chith and Iswara), the
enormity of the Azhwars’ and Acharyas’ works, the
greatness of Prapaththi , censuring of other faiths,
the three kinds of Jiva — the Bhaktha, the Muktha
and the Nithyasoori, favour that the Lord does to us,
safeguarding ourselves from other faiths, how the
Lord is both Upaaya and Upeya, the ten meanings
of Dhvaya Manthra and how the Lord is an ocean
of compassion.

2. Adhikaara Sangraham

Srimath Rahasya-thraya Saaram is a phenomenal
treatise by Swami Desika and ranks among the four
great Kalakshepa Granthas referred as the Grantha
Chatushtayam (the other three are Sri Ramanuja’s Sri
Bhashyam and Gita Bhashyam, and commentary on
Thiruvoymozhi known as Bhagavath Vishayam). It
comprises 32 chapters (Adhikaarams) and the gist of
the master piece has been given in the previous Note.

Adhikaara Sangraham is basically a collection of
the Tamil verses forming part of the 32 chapters of
Srimath Rahasya-thraya Saaram. This Prabandham
starts with salutation to the Azhwars and Acharyas.
The central part consists of the Paasurams from the
32 chapters of the Srimath Saaram. The final part has
verses on Kanchi, Srirangam, Thiruvenkatam and
the Mudhal Azhwars, followed by one glorifying
the feet of Lord Ranganatha, and concludes with a
Paasuram dedicated to Lord Hayagriva.

3. Amruthaa Swaadhini

This is another Prabandham (comprising 37
Paasurams) forming part of the Chillarai Rahasyangal.
The esoteric works covered in this are:

Saara Saaram —

Thirumanthra Adhikaram (Paasurams 1 to 6),
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Dhvaya Adhikaram (7, 8 & 9) and
Charama Sloka Adhikaram (10 to 14),
Abhaya-Pradhaana Saaram (15 to 19),
Rahasya Sikhamani (20 to 23),

Anjali Vaibhavam (24),

Pradhaana Sathakam (25, 26 & 27),
Upakaara Sangraham (28, 29 & 30),
Saara Sangraham (31),

Virosha Parihaaram (32, 33 & 34) and
Munivaahana Bhogam (35, 36 & 37).

The Chillarai Rahasyangal-connect and fact
that this is also nectar-like in nature has lent this
Prabandham an ‘Amrutha’ name. Starting with the
three most significant tenets of the visishtaadvaita
philosophy — the Thirumanthram, Dhvayam and
Charama Sloka — it goes on to emphasise the
Doctrine of Surrender in reference to the Kakasura
and Vibheeshana Saranagathi. The meaning of the
Varaha Charama sloka is explained in verse No. 22,
while the greatness of the folded hands is highlighted
in verse No. 24. In a course of an imaginative and
novel conversation, Paasuram No. 33 of lilting
grandeur brings out the magnificence of Bhagavath
Ramanuja. The Prabandham draws to a close with a
briefaccount of ‘Amalanaadhi Piraan’ of ThirupPaan
Azhwar, a favourite of Swami Desika.

Our great Acharya’s reverence for the Azhwar is
evident from the fact that in both the references in
the Prabandham, the term ‘Paan Perumaal’ has been
used. It is relevant to note here that In Adhikaara
Sangraham, the Azhwar is referred as “Paana
Nathan”.

The other esoteric works of Swami Desika that
are independent of the Chillarai Rahasyangal and
for which there are corresponding Prabandhams
are: Adhikara Sangraham, Paramapadha Sopanam,
Paramatha Bhangam and Mei Viratha Maanmiyam.
Of the Amruthaa Swaadhini Rahasyas, Thathva
Sikhamani and Madhurakavi Hrudhayam are extinct
(Luptham).

(To be continued...)











