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Signiﬁcance of Margazhi

TRUSTEES’ NOTE

he month of Margaseersha (Dhanur

Maasam), known as Margazhi in Tamil,
is considered auspicious and conducive for an
Upasaka’s endeavour in spiritual uplift -- be it
Sadhana, Vrata, Bhajan or Pooja. Significantly,
Lord Krishna identifies Himself with this month
by saying ‘“Maasaanaam Margaseershoham”
(Amongst the months, I am Margazhi). It is a
belief that those who wake up very early in the
morning and perform pooja during this month
reap the benefit of doing pooja the whole year.

It is a tradition that everyone, including women
and children, wakes up early morning, recites
Thiruppavai and other verses/Slokas at home
before visiting nearby temples every day during
this month. The early morning group Bhajans
in and around the Mada streets of Mylapore
are an enchanting sight. Young children
reciting Thiruppavai during the 10-day Andal
Neeratta Utsavam purappadu at our temple is
an encouraging sign in the context of keeping
up the tradition.

Besides the religious context, music and dance
festivals -- collectively known as the Margazhi
Festival — brings out the spirit of Carnatic Music
and traditional dance forms in all their glory,
thereby, augmenting the stature of his month.

It is also during Margazhi that important
festivals like Pagal Pathu and Iraappathu
are celebrated (22 days in all). The Vaikunta
Ekadasi Utsavam is scheduled to be held on Jan.
13 with the opening of Paramapadha Vaasal.
Thondaradippodi Azhwar Satrumurai (Jan. 1)
is another Utsavam of note during the month.

The Devasthanam is also planning to perform
a ‘100 Thadaavinil Akkaravadisil Utsavam’ for

‘Koodaaraivalli’ (Jan. 11). Those who register
for this will receive Akkaravadisil Prasadam
in the ‘Thada’ vessel (silver bowl). The temple
office may be contacted for further details and
registration.

During the month of Karthikai, Panchami
Theertham Utsavam with Theerthavaari for
Alarmelmangai Thayar, Kaliyan Satrumurai,
ThirukKarthikai Deepotsavam and Thiruppaan
Azhwar Satrumurai were performed.

On the request of the Mylapore Zonal Office
of the Chennai Corporation, our Devasthanam
donated 50 sets of Dhotis and Sarees to those
affected by the floods in the city last month.

In view of the emergence of Omicron, a new
variant of the coronavirus, resumption of
outside procession for temple festivals could be
further delayed. Meanwhile, all Utsavams with
Purappadu will be held inside the premises. 3
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: N. Seshadri & Family
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SVDD thanks Kimsuka Narasimhan, S. Narasimhan and Pushpa Narasimhan, N. Seshadri & Family
for sponsoring this month's issue of Desika Sandesam
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DESIKA DARSANAM

28. Yathlraja Sapthathl

Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

he ultimate in Acharya Bhakthi has found an

appropriate outlet in Sri Yathiraja Sapthathi,
a landmark hymn, which caps off the matchless
devotional works totalling 28 by Swami Desika.
It is Sri Bhagavath Ramanuja who is referred
here as Yathiraja (the King of Saints). Some of
his other names are Sri Bhashyakara, Udaiyavar,
Emperumaanaar, Yathipathi and Lakshmanamuni.

No amount of adulation can be too high for the great
deeds of Sri Ramanuja, which included, among
others, founding and upholding our Sri Sampradaya
in the form of Sri Visishtaadvaita philosophy,
against all odds. It is he who showed us that the
means and end for all souls is Sriman Narayana and
established the route to salvation. One can never be
able to fully pay back for this benevolence but can
only make an attempt by singing the praise of the
Acharya, as Swami Desika has succinctly put in the
'Sishya Kruthya Adhikaram' of Srimath Rahasya-
Thraya Saaram. "eummug Us &mbn euemiliLgLd
S

FhmeveoGeum  wpsieTd  OUHMSHCE -

svmIGTaDLD (38).

Yathiraja Sapthathi comprises 74 verses (Sapthathi
means seventy), perhaps signifying the number of
the Simhaasanaadhipathis Sri Ramanuja appointed
to enable our Sampradaya thrive. In terms of
number of verses, this hymn occupies the third spot
after Daya Sathakam and Achyutha Sathakam, a
pointer as to how much Sri Desika was captivated
by the greatness of Yathiraja. The author has, as in
Daya Sathakam, handled several metric scales in
this great work. This is another hymn named by our
Acharya himself as evidenced by the 73rd Sloka.

On a Chiththirai-Thiruvaadhirai day, the Thiru
Avathara day of Sri Ramanuja, Swami Desika was
immersed in his experience of the great saint's
virtues and (his idol's) beauty. The Sri Vaishnavites
present there were a moved lot and prayed to our
Swami to compose a hymn on Yathiraja so that
all can savour the devotional fervour for ever. To
their delight, Sri Desika readily obliged and came

up with this masterpiece, also a perfect recipe for
posterity. The incident has been recorded in the
71st Sloka.

The hymn starts off with the first 10 Slokas
dedicated to salutation of our Acharya Parampara,
to which Sriman Narayana is the principal
preceptor (Prathama Acharyan). The line-up in
the descending order goes like this: The Lord, His
Consort, Vishvaksena, Satakopa, Naathamunigal,
UyyakKondaar, Manakkaal Nambi, Aalavandhaar,
Periya Nambi and Sri Ramanuja.

The 11th verse beautifully describes the form and
virtues of Sri Ramanuja. "I pay homage to one
who is wearing the sacred thread; who has vertical
marks (Thiruman on foreherad); who is the fruit of
the good deeds of all the three worlds; who carries
a triple-staff (Tridandam) in his hand; who is the
leader of the surrendering congregation; who has
a tuft of hair as his crown — that is the King of
Ascetics."

2 LiefidpID eniig;euLietor TeuHSLD

Sflgzes LetouLeod  Srilgesorameisib|

WSS eMTGGHeTaDLECL

dewn Geafewnd LSbwSHmD||

The first 11 Slokas are a must-recite for everyone as
prescribed in scriptures as our daily routine. If, for

some reason, it is not possible, one needs to chant
at least the above (11th) Sloka.

Coutls evbGsuTd @ Lieveu - wrisL



the form of showers of mercy pouring on us in all
abundance (62).

The divine works of Sri Ramanuja investing in him
(Sri Desika) all-conquering power (68).

The greatness of the dust of the feet of Sri Ramanuja
(64).

Other philosophies taking a hurried hiding in front
of Sri Ramanuja Sidhdhantha — Visishtaadvaita
(70).

The author brings into play dual connotations
aplenty in this virtuoso composition of his.
Especially enchanting among them are: the ones
involving Lord Krishna and Sri Ramanuja (13th
Sloka); Sri Ramanuja and a mountain (16); the
great works of Sri Ramanuja and the Kalpa tree
31).

In a categorical exposition of his contrasting attitude
towards those who tread Sri Ramanuja's path and
the others, Swami Desika declares thus in the 41st
Sloka: "I bear the lotus foot of the noble followers

Thereupon, it is all the glory of Sri Bhashyakara,
expressively, exhaustively and  exquisitely
broughtforth as only Swami Desika can. Some of

the most significant ones are given below with the ~ ©f Sri Ramanuja on my bowed head forever. By the
Sloka number in parentheses. same token, let it also be known that my left foot

will be placed on the head of those with a raging

Sri Ramanuja being an incarnation of the Five
Weapons of the Lord (12); of Vishvaksena (32);
and Dhaththaathreya (63).

madness in espousing the cause of other schools of
philosophy."

A classic metaphor marks the 72nd verse in which
Sri Desika suggests that (it is enough) the roar
of 'Kavi-Thaarkika Simham' — that is Yathiraja
Sapthathi — be passed on to the ears of the rivals
who entertain the thought of meeting us in a
The implication of his preaching-gesture (24 & 25).  debate."

He being the lustrous pivotal pendant in the line-up
of our Sampradaya Acharyas (15).

His feet being more important for salvation than
even that of the Lord (20).

Sri Ramanuja being an amalgam of the three  Finally, as Phala Sruti, the author prays in Sloka
luminous bodies — the Fire, the Moon and the Sun 73, "May the hymn bestow on the reader devotional
27). intellect which encompasses both the worlds of the
He being the saviour of the Supreme Being  Lord — Leela Vibhuthi and Nithya Vibhuthi."

(Brahmam) from the devious designs of perverted  And the concluding verse declares that those
schools of philosophy (38). who learn the hymn will see the righteous path
The enormity and greatness of his works (47 to 54). as clearly as an Indian gooseberry in the palm
The fate of the detractors of his distinguished works ~ @-6Temiews  Qpedelidaaf) and shall shine in the
(55). world so lustrously as to render the jealous rivals as

ineffective as stars in the daytime.
The pure water from a well (SaalaikKinaru) offered Y

to Lord Varadaraja by Sri Ramanuja, in turn, taking (Concluded)
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