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Let The Festivals of Lights Bestow Wisdom

FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

he glorious Deepavali day just gone by and the upcoming

Thiru-Karthikai festival are marked by lighting of
small earthen oil lamps which dispel darkness with its flame
symbolising ‘Jnanam’, meaning knowledge or wisdom,
which alone is constant in an ever-changing world.

Thiru-Karthikai, which is celebrated with devotional fervour
in temples and enthusiasm in our homes, has been described
as a unique Utsavam in Panchratra Agamam. Accordingly,
it is celebrated in our temple on the full moon day of the
month of Karthikai. Mostly, this Utsavam coincides with
Kaliyan Satrumurai and this year is no exception. This will
be followed by Thiru-Panazhwar Satrumurai on the next day.

During the last month, the 10-day Peyazhwar Utsavam
was conducted, besides Senainathan, Poigai Azhwar and
Bhuthathazhwar Satrumurai. The 10-day Kaliyan Utsavam
is also on. The Panchami Theertham Utsavam for Goddess
Alarmelmangai Thayar is another highlight of this month.

With the grace of the Divya Dampathis and our Acharyan
Swami Desikan, the State and the nation are on the path
of complete recovery from the coronavirus pandemic and
normalcy is returning. In view of this encouraging sign, it
is hoped that full stream activity at places of worship is only

a matter of time. We expect the return of devotees in large

numbers as also the restoration
of Thiruveethi Purappadu sooner
than later.

Earlier, His Holiness 46th
Srimath Azhagiyasingar Srivan
Satakopa Sri Ranganatha
Yathindra Mahadesikan visited
the temple on October 27 as part
of the ‘Namama: Dravidaveda
Vaibhavam’ festival, got up to extol
the glory of Divya Prabandham
and Desika Prabandham, and
offered Mangalasasanam. The
Devasthanam accorded special
honour to Srimath Azhagiyasingar
and his Kainkaryaparas.

Srimath Azhagiyasingar then
conferred a special title ‘Aruli-
cheyal Semmal’ on Natteri Sri U.Ve.
Srihari Swami for his phenomenal
Kainkaryam of 35 years of
teaching Divya Prabandham. The
four-day function, organised by
the Sishyas of Sri Srihari Swami
to commemorate his service to
our Sampradayam, began with
Veda Parayanam in which over
50 scholars participated, and
also comprised an Upanyasam
by Esayanur Sri U.Ve. Sridhara
Satakopacharya Swami, a Vidwath
Sadas on Divya Prabandham and
Desika Prabandham participated
by eminent scholars, and a music
concert based on Azhwars’ and
Swami Desikan’s Paasurams by
Smt. Jayanthi Sridharan 3
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DESIKA DARSANAM

27. Sri Garuda Panchasath

Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

he glory of Garuthmaan has been extensively

covered in Sri Vishnu Thilakam, Sri Paancha
Raathram, Sri Garuda Upanishad, Sri Maha
Bharatham, Sri Garuda Puranam, etc. but it is
beyond the common man to be well-versed in
legends such as these. That would have meant
that only persons of erudite knowledge could
have access to Garuda-manthra or his greatness.
Swami Desika, an epitome of compassion and
magnanimity, would not leave it at that.

Our Acharya — at the behest of Garuda himself
as narrated below — composed Sri Garuda
Panchasath, a powerful hymn of 52 verses capturing
the greatness and exploits of Vainatheya. Very
much like the Garuda-manthra, which consists of
five letters, the Sthothra comprises five parts called
'Varnakas', each dealing with a particular facet of
the characteristics of Suparna, in detail. They are
as follows:

1. Para-Vyuha Varnaka (Slokas 1 to &)
describing Garuda's form in Sri Vaikunta
and that in Vyuha with Sankarshana, a
manifestation of the Lord Himself, assuming
the form of Garuda;

Amruthaaharana Varnaka (9 to 25) dealing
with the episode involving Garuda fetching
nectar from the Deva Loka;

3. Naagadhamana Varnaka (26 to 35) essaying
Garuda's crushing of serpents in the bottom
of the nether world (Pathaala);

Parishkaara Varnaka (36 to 45) extolling
the serpents that adorn Garuda's person as
ornaments;

5. Adhbhutha Varnaka (46 to 51) recounting
the wondrous deeds of Garuda.

We have seen in Hayagriva Sthothram that it was
Garuda, one who has Vedas as his soul (Vedaathma),
initiated Sri Desika into the Hayagriva-mantra on
the Aushadha Giri (the Mountain of Medicine) in
Thiruvahindrapuram; that our Acharya chanted the
mantra repeatedly and perfected it; that a pleased
Hayagriva presented Himself before him and
poured his grace on him.

23

The same night, after finishing his customary
routines as laid down in the Sasthras, Sri Desika
kept meditating on the Garuda-manthra. In the
wee hours of the next day, Garuda appeared in his
dreams and said, "only four persons — Sounaka,
Bruhaspathi, Narada and Kasyapa — have had my
direct blessings and the boons of my manthra, the
Pancha Varnee. Now that you have joined the great
souls, it would be nice if you can compose a hymn
on me for the benefit of even the common man.
Swami Desika immediately took the devout order
to its logical conclusion by composing Garuda
Panchasath.

The hymn begins with explaining the correct
method of chanting the Garuda-manthra. Before
enunciating the manthra and the chanting procedure,
a word of caution would be in order. This is an
austere manthra and has to be chanted only with
proper initiation through an Acharya. Otherwise
not only will it not yield the desired results but also
land the erring ones in trouble.

The manthra consists of five Aksharas (letters)
— the Pranavam, the letters 'Pa' and Kshi' with
'Swaahaa' bringing up the rear. There are four forms
in which it can be chanted and one has to go strictly
by the way he has been taught. The four forms are:

1. The Pranavam + Pa + Kshi + Swaahaa
2. The Pranavam + Kshi + Pa + Swaahaa
3. Pa + Kshi + the Pranavam + Swaahaa

4. Kshi + Pa + the Pranavam + Swaahaa
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The author's poetic brilliance is written all over the
hymn and we shall enjoy glimpses of the same.

e In a masterful display of command of
grammar, Sri Desika brings out all the seven
cases in the singular form of the word 'Yatha'

in the fourth Sloka.

The fifth can be termed as the verse of
number names as words denoting numbers
from one to 10, and then hundred, thousand,
lakh and crore are deftly incorporated while
narrating the greatness of Garuda.

The seventh Sloka spells out the similarities
between the Lord and Garuda in a fascinating
manner.

That the Lord had to appeal to the King of
Birds not to harm His own bed Aadhi Sesha,
considering their ethnic enmity, has been
portrayed in a poetic way in the 27th Sloka.

Sloka No. 36 deals with a plethora of serpents
like Aadhi Sesha, Vaasuki, Dhaksha,

Kaarkotaka, etc. and the positions they have
taken on Garuda's person as ornaments.

The author's versatility is brought to the fore
as he has come up with about 25 different
names for Garuda through the length of the
hymn. Five among them which are most
important and find reference in Sambhithas
are: Sathya, Suparna, Garuda, Thaarkshya
and Vihakeswara.

As Phala Sruti, in the final verse, Swami Desika
says, "Venkatesa, who is a veritable lion to the
hordes of elephants in the form of poets and
logicians, has composed this hymn in compliance
with the directive of Vainatheya himself, in his
praise. Those who recite this will be free from
fear of serpents; will rid of mental afflictions and
diseases; will have their wishes fulfilled even before
expressing them; and why, will even become like
Garuda himself in accomplishment."

To be continued...
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