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Moving Towards Normal Times

FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

n a heartening development, the

dreaded third wave of COVID-19 has
not struck and public worship in temples
has been normalised.

Though things have changed for the better,
we must keep in mind that we are still
under restricted lockdown and obliged
to follow the guidelines pertaining to the
pandemic for which we once again seek
the co-operation of the devotees.

As notified in the previous issue, the
seven-day annual Pavithrotsavam, which
is a unique festival in our temple, was held with divine fervour. The festival was conducted with Homam
in both sessions on all days along with the recitation of Aruli-cheyal and four Vedas consisting of Rug,
Krishna Yajur, Sukla Yajur and Saamam. The Mangalaasaasanam by His Holiness Poundarikapuram
Andavan Srimath Srinivasa Gopaladesika Mahadesikan on the sixth day was a special event and he
participated in the Ghoshti till Satrumurai. On Poornahuthi day, all Kainkaryaparas were honoured with
Sambhavanai, including Veshti and Pudavai.

Similarly, Swami Desikan’s Vaarshika Mahotsavam was celebrated with usual grandeur, as also the
Navarathri Utsavam. Inside procession was held on all 10 days with Swami Desikan on mount various
Vahanams. Scholars in Divya Prabandham, Yajur Veda and Sama Veda participated and rendered the
atmosphere reverberating.

Navarathiri festival was celebrated with various Alankarams to Perumal and Thayar on each day, with
the highlight being Venugopalan and Kalinga Narthanam Thirukkolam. Again, HH Poundarikapuram
Srimath Andavan visited our temple during Navarathiri Pathi Ulathal and Oonjal Sevai. He also rendered
Sripadha Kainkaryam during Pathi Ulathal. Devasthanam honours were duly offered to HH on both
the occasions.

We express our gratitude to Archakas, Madaippalli Kainkaryaparas, office staff, Vedaparayana Sabha,
Sripatham Kainkaryam Association, Ubhayakaras and donors for their co-operation in celebrating the
two major events in a grand manner.

During the month nof Aippasi, Deepavali Utsavam, the 10-day Peyazhwar Utsavam, Senainathan, Poigai
Azhwar and Bhuthathazhwar Satrumurai will be performed.

On the occasion of Swami Desikan Utsavam, Sri Ananthakrishnan of Mylapore, a devotee of our temple,
donated a golden chain with Dasavathara pendant to Perumal — Moolavar, weighing about 17 sovereigns.
Last year also, he donated a similar ornament to Thayar. The Board of Trustees expresses its thanks to
him for the magnanimous gesture. %%
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DESIKA DARSANAM

26. Sri Garuda Dandakam

Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

wami Desika has authored two hymns

on Garuda, namely, Sri Garuda
Dandakam and Sri Garuda Panchasath.
The former, which under review here, is
a unique Sthothra in the sense that it is the
only hymn composed by our Acharya in
the Dandaka format, which is as majestic
as it is rthythmic.

The hymn Garuda Dandakam is made up of the
customary invocation, followed by the Dandaka,
a poetic prose which is split into four quarters
for convenience sake, one Sloka delineating the
structure of the Dandaka and concludes with the
Phala Sruti.

As pointed out by Sri Desika himself in the
penultimate Sloka, the novelly-structured Dandaka
has 36 Ganaas (groups) in each of its four quarters.
A Ganaa is a combination of three syllables. That
makes it 108 syllables per quarter.

A normal Sloka consists of four quarters and the
number of syllables per quarter should not exceed
26. This is called 'Chhandhas' or '"Vruththa'. When
it exceeds the limit, it can be in the form of a
Dandaka. Here also, the number of Ganaas has to
be in the multiples of three. For instance, a quarter
of 27 syllables will have nine Ganaas, 30 syllables
10 Ganaas, and so on. The Dandaka in this hymn
is a fairly long one having 36 Ganaas per quarter,
which is 108 syllables.

Of the 36 Ganaas in each quarter, the first two
are "Na" (consisting of three short syllables each)
and the rest 34 are "Ra" (consisting of one long,
one short and another long syllable), resulting in
a resplendent rhythm and a delectable listening
experience. Overall, the enchanting Dandaka
consists of 432 syllables (4 x 108).

The birth of the hymn has its origin in an interesting
anecdote. Once when Swami Desika was at Sri
Kanchi, a snake-charmer challenged him to prove
that he indeed was a ‘Sarva-thanthra Svathanthra’.
He let loose a deadly serpent on our Acharya,
who chanted the Garuda Manthra and invoked his
grace. There emerged Garuda from the sky and
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whisked away the serpent. The bemused
and humbled snake-charmer realised his
folly and surrendered to Swami Desika and
pleaded with him to secure the snake as it
was his only source of sustenance. Our
2 Acharya, ever so merciful, pardoned him
and composed the Dandakam. Garuda came
back as if by magic and dropped the snake
and flew away.

In a crisp invocation, the composer salutes
Garuda, "whose body is encircled by serpents
like ornaments, who is subservient to the Lord of
Vaikunta, who is a virtual Manthara mountain in
churning out the nectar (essence) from the Vedas
and who has wonderful wings."

Various characteristics of Garuda are brought forth
in the Dhandaka, which include:

e Being hailed in the Vedas

e Being the vehicle of the Lord and the banner
insignia of the Lord as well

e Being the Consort of Rudhra and Sukeerthi

e Having scars caused by the tip of the weapon
Vajra, when he fought with Indra while taking
away the nectar

e Adorning serpents as ornaments on his person
and having them as food too

e Having five forms, as the presiding deities of
the five elements

e Being an incarnation of Sankarshana, a Vyuha-
form of Lord Vishnu

e His manthra granting the four main goals
(Purushaarthas) to those who chant it

e Blessing his devotees with true knowledge

In Phala Sruti, the author says, "Garuda Dandaka,
which is capable of securing multifarious rewards
to those who chant it, was composed by an erudite
Venkatesa, for the pleasure of the Lord". As is
evident, this is another hymn named by our Acharya
himself.

To be continued...
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27, Venkatesa Agraharam, Mylapore, Chennai 600004.

In Memory of
Sri K. Srinivasan
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SVDD thanks Kozhiyalam Family
for sponsoring this month's issue of Desika Sandesam
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