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‘Pray From Home’ Weekends For Devotees

FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

ike ‘Work From Home’ (WFH), it is ‘Pray From Home’ (PFH) for the devotees
Lnow—a—days during the extended weekends. Though the severity of the pandemic
has reduced, there is still fear in the minds of everyone about the possibility of a third
wave in the coming months.

The pandemic has thrown out of gear the routine of all. Even temples are not spared.
Though the government has taken various steps to control the spread of the pandemic,
in order to be more cautious, the temples in Tamil Nadu are not open to public on
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays. The temple routine rituals are not affected, but the
devotees are a disappointed lot. A word of praise for them for strictly maintaining
all COVID protocols like wearing mask, sanitising and observing social distance in
the temple premises.

In the backdrop of the above, the month of Avani saw festivals like Sri Hayagriva
Jayanthi, Sri Jayanthi, Uriyadi and the Avathara day of ‘Ramanuja Daya Paathram’
Thaniyan being celebrated. The last-named Utsavam was doubly special as it marked
the completion of 25 years of remarkable kainkaryam by Sri U.Ve. Natteri Srihari
Swami as the Divya Prabandha Adhyapaka (teacher) of the Patasala started by The
Vedaparayana Sabha at our temple in 1996. The Sabha, on that day (Sept. 9), held
a function to felicitate Sri Srihari Swami on the feat (a separate note on the event is
on Page 24).

The upcoming Purattasi month is considered to be an auspicious one for Lord Srinivasa
and also the Thirunakshatram of our Acharyan Swami Desikan falls in this month.
There are some big Utsavams slated to be celebrated during the month, starting with
the annual Pavithrotsavam and Navarathri, besides the Desikan Utsavam.

‘Pavithrotsavam’ is a combination of two words — Pavitra (holy) and Utsavam
(festival). It is a procedure involving purificatory rituals recommended by the
Aagamas to expiate the commissions and the omissions associated with daily worship
(Aaraadhanam) of the Lord at the consecrated temples. Like all these years, this
Utsavam will be celebrated with all its grandeur. It is to be followed by the Desikan
Utsavam and Navarathri. Needless to say, all the above festivals will be performed
by strictly adhering to the guidelines issued by the government, from time to time.

During this auspicious month, we invite all the devotees to join us in praying for an
end to this pandemic and celebration of all our Utsavams in a grand manner as in the
pre-pandemic times and we all hope and pray for the resumption of Thiruveethi
Purappadu at the earliest. %%
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Sridhar Parthasarathy & Family,

Luz Church Road,
Mylapore, Chennai 600004.
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SVDD thanks Sri Sridhar Parthasarathy & Family
for sponsoring this month's issue of Desika Sandesam
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DESIKA DARSANAM

Sri Shodasaayudha Sthothram

Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

powerful hymn dedicated to Sri Sudharsana,

r, to be more precise, his weapons, Sri

Shodasaayudha Sthothram comprises 19 Slokas.

After the opening invocation, Swami Desika takes

up the sixteen weapons of Sudharsana one by one

in a Sloka each and a general summing up and
Phala Sruti conclude the Sthothra.

Sudharsana is referred to as Ayudhesa and
Hethiraja in this Sthothra, meaning that he is the
Lord of Weapons. Interestingly, the Chakra itself
takes the pride of place amongst the sixteen as
seen in the second Sloka and is the first weapon
on Sudharsana’s right hand. Sri Desika says, “Lord
Vishnu Himself assumes the form of a Chakra
(Sudharsana) and He holds the great Chakra which
keeps the whole world and the wheel of time under
control. May the Discus provide protection to you
all forever!”

Shodasa means sixteen and Ayudha, as we all

know is device for use in attack. In a sense, the
sthothra is not dissimilar to Sri Daya Sathakam.

Lord Sudharsana

Coutls evpGsuTbd e Lieveu - LyrLLnél

In both hymns, the attribute(s) of the Lord is/are
hailed. While Compassion of Lord Srinivasa is
the subject matter of the Sathakam, Swami Desika
sings the glory of the sixteen weapons that adorn
as many hands of Sudharsana. These weapons, the
author says in the 18th Sloka, Sudharsana uses to
safeguard the whole world.

The sixteen weapons which the Azhwan carries
— eight each on the right and the left — are as
follows. On his right are: 1. Chakra, the Discus;
2. Parasu, the Axe; 3. Kuntha, the Spear; 4. Dhanda,
the Baton; 5. Ankusa, the Goad; 6. Agni, the fire;
7. Nandhaka, the Sword; 8. Shakthi, the Dart. On
his left are: 9. Sankha, the Conch; 10. Saarnga, the
Bow; 11. Paasa, the Noose; 12. Seera, the Plough;
13. Vajra, the Thunderbolt; 14. Gadha, the Mace;
15. Musala, the Pestle and 16. Soola, the Trident.

Swami Desika invokes the grace of each of these

weapons from Sloka Nos. 2 to 17, as given below.

1. May the great Discus of the Lord who himselfis
in the form of Chakra protect you.

2. May the divine Axe of the Lord of weapons,
which gave birth to hundreds of axes, protect
you.

3. May the Spear of the Lord, which when raised
even playfully, chase away demons like birds,



and protect you.
4. May the Baton of the Lord punish your enemies.

May the Goad of the Lord, which thwarts
worldly ambitions, protect you.

May the Sathavakthra Agni of the Lord of
weapons consume all human sins as it does
moths.

May the Sword, which is the embodiment of
knowledge, grant the vision of truth.

May the Shakthi, which is the undiminishable
power of action, remove weakness in you.

May the Conch of majestic form and sound
protect you.

10. May the Bow, aided with endless arrows and
which is an embodiment of Saathvika Ahankara,
protect you.

11. May the Noose, a device for creation, snap your
ties of Samsara.

12.May the Plough confer on you victories in
battles.

13.May the Thunderbolt, declared by the Lord
Himself in the Gita as “I am the Vajra among
weapons”, protect you.

14.May the Mace, which is the embodiment of
the Thathva called Mahaan which is the force
of destruction of the world, eradicate all your
diseases.

15.May the Pestle of Sudharsana, which pounds
other pestles to non-entities, destroy your
ignorance.

1 May the Trident, which is a natural weapon of
Rudhra who discovered Sudharsana Manthra
and expounded the same in the Ahirbudhnya
Samhitha, confer on you good health.

The background of the birth of this Sthothra is the
same as that of Sri Sudharsana Ashtakam, involving
the incident at ThirupPut Kuzhi. The use of the
second person in the hymn as the beneficiaries
of Sri Sudharsana is an interesting pointer. This
possibly implies that Swami Desika addressed
the inhabitants of ThirupPut Kuzhi and this adds
credence to the anecdote regarding epidemic
eradication there.

We have seen in the Ashtakam that Swami Desika
invoked the grace of Sudharsana and his weapons
while composing Paramatha Bhangam. In the final
verse (54) of the Tamil Prabandham also the author
lists out the names of the weapons, in the same
order (underlined).

"SI Y LwWiGHBD HEME SIkEGED G

Som sawe Simd ame Gasd SiiHHEID

Ogfl Lenley Slewey aemenl Syiia QFsietli

Ol @emg WFED BEGOD HBPHSGID......

gifl agfgemt Qeiw rOysm LwhaGer!!"

Finally, the author rounds off the Sthothra saying,
“it is for the wellbeing of noble people that this
hymn on the sixteen weapons of Sudharsana,
the chief of all weapons, has been composed by
Srimath Venkatanatha.”

To be continued
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SPECIAL NOTE
plishment

n Sept. 9, the ‘Ramanuja Daya Pathram’ Thaniyan Avathara Dina Mahothsavam

(Avani-Hastham) was celebrated at our temple with traditional flavour. This
year, it assumed special significance because our Divya Prabandha Patasala has
reached a monumental milestone of 25 years on the run. It was on the same day in
1996 that the Patasala was founded by The Vedaparayana Sabha of our temple
and, in hindsight, it was a stroke of a visionary.

When the Sabha requested Sri U.Ve. Natteri Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar (a)
Srihari Swami to teach Divya Prabandham at SVDD in 1996, he readily accepted
it and began the free classes on this auspicious day. About 70 students benefited
from his diligent teaching over the last two batches (1996-2017) and close to 35 are
currently undergoing training in the third batch.

About 35 fully qualified students are his products so far, with more than a score
in the making. Even during the pandemic period and the resultant lockdown, the
classes were held online. The results of Sri Srihari Swami’s relentless work are
evident in the large and ever-growing Prabandha Ghoshti in our temple festivals and
Purapaddu. So much so, the Aruli-cheyal recitation has now become a hallmark of
our temple.

A few years ago, Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam (TTD) conducted examinations
for fully qualified persons in Divya Prabandham for filling up positions in its
schemes (similar to Veda Parayanam). As many as 15 of Sri Srihari Swami’s
students participated in it and all of them came out with distinction from high-
standard scrutiny. This shows the level of commitment and dedication with which
the classes are conducted.

To commemorate the singular accomplishment, a small function was held in the
temple on Sept. 9. Sri Srihari Swami was honoured with Perumal and Swami
Desikan’s Bahumanam by Sri R. Anantha Padmanbhan, Trustee of the temple.
A memento was presented by Sri N.R. Ramaswamy and K.R. Srinivasan of The
Vedaparayana Sabha, with the former applauding the contribution made by Sri
Srihari Swami to our temple and the society.

Divya Prabandham scholars Sri Navalpakkam Ranganathacharyar Swami and Sri
Sriperumbudur N. Sathyanarayanacharyar Swami explained how Sri Srihari Swami
has made generations of Divya Prabandham scholars. Earlier batch students vividly
recalled their learning experiences.

In his acceptance address, Sri Srihari Swami stressed the importance of learning
Divya Prabandham and performing Bhagavath Kainkaryam through Ghoshti
participation.

— Trustees

Photos from the felicitation function =
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