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Sahasra Kalasaabhishekam — A Grand Spectacle

FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

n keeping with continued restricted lockdown and adhering to the COVID protocols, Utsavams are

being performed at the Devasthanam in a simple manner without compromising on the tenets of
the Agama Saasthras. During the month of ‘Aadi’, Sri Alavandhar Satrumurai, Gajendra Moksham
(on small Garuda Vahanam), the 10-day Thiru Aadi-Pooram festival with Thiru-kalyana Utsavam and
Oorkola Utsavam were held with procession inside the temple. The annual ‘Jyeshtaabhishekam’, with
81-Kalasa Thirumanjanam, was also performed on the day of Aadi-Hastham.

The much-expected ‘Sahasra Kalasaabhishekam’ (1001-Kalasa Thirumanjanam) to the Divya Dampathis
and Swami Desikan was conducted on July 25 (Aadi-Sravanam) after a gap of seven years. Premier
Archakas from a few Divyadesam like Srirangam, Kancheepuram and Thiruvallur, along with the ones
from our Devasthanam, performed the Kainkaryam under the guidance of Sri Azhisoor Swami.

His Holiness Srirangam Srimad Andavan Sri Varaha Mahadesikan graciously accepted our request
and offered Mangalaasaasanam at the time of Theertham/Sataari Ghoshti and special temple honours
were accorded to him. All Kainkaryaparas — Archakas, Paricharakas (Sannidhi and Madaippalli), Divya
Prabandha and Vedic scholars, sponsors, among others — were handsomely honoured on the occasion
for their excellent service. Our sincere thanks to all the Kainkaryaparas and other allied organisations.

That the Utsavam was webcast live came in for praise, particularly in view of the pandemic situation,
and tens of hundreds of devotees enjoyed it from the comfort of their home.

The Utsavams slated for ‘Avani’ include Sri Hayagriva Jayanthi, Sri Jayanthi, Uriyadi Utsavam and
‘Ramanuja Dayapaathram’ Thaniyan Avathara Utsavam. As done every year, the Adhyayana Homam
will be held on the day of Yajur Upakarma (August 22).

We would like to remind devotees that wearing the mask and maintaining social distance are mandatory

and request them to comply with the same. %
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DESIKA DARSANAM

24. Sri Sudharsana Ashtakam

Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

he Chakra or the Discus, reverentially referred

as Sudharsana Azhwan, is the principal weapon
amongst the five in the armoury of Lord Vishnu.
The other four are the conch, sword, mace and bow.
Adorning the right hand of the Lord, the Chakra
is an embodiment of triumph and wisdom. Always
in the alert-mode at the disposal of Lord Vishnu,
Sudharsana is ever ready to fulfil the commands of
his master, underlining the importance of service
to the Lord.

In this lilting and majestic hymn set to the
Dhruthi-Chandhas scale, Swami Desika hails the
all-conquering Sudharsana and his conquests in
eight Slokas with the customary Phala Sruti to go
with that. This is the first of the two Sthothras on
Sudharsana, with Sri Shodasaayudha Sthothram
being the other one which, in fact, glorifies his 16
weapons which he carries in as many hands.

Sudharsana Ashtakam, with words flowing in
a cadence of metrical movement and the use
of salutary vocatives accentuating the rhythm,
resembles Sri Mahaveera Vaibhavam, except that
the latter is a prose work. The lilt invests in the
Ashtakam as much beauty as majesty and presents
an enjoyable chanting and hearing experience.

Lord Sudharsana

Gsudls enpGauTDd @ Lieve - oy aiewnfl

Beckoning of victory for Sudharsana at the end of
each Sloka "Jaya Jaya Sri Sudharsana! Jaya Jaya Sri
Sudharsana!!" makes for special allure.

In his unique style, Swami Desika captures the
radiance, smoothness, speed and conquests of the
Chakra in this Sthothra which brings out numerous
virtues of Sudharsana. Some of these are:

» Striking terror in the enemy ranks

» Being the subject of worship in the Veda called
Sathapatha Brahmana

» Being an expert in saving his devotees

» Possessing the six natural and principal qualities
in plenty (like the Lord)

» Being like the Sun to the darkness of worldly
miseries of his devotees

» Being seated in great Yanthraa-design installed
by devotees as prescribed in scriptures

» Being the quintessence of all entities of the
world

» Destroying fear and disease from all quarters

The anecdote attributed to the birth of this Sthothra
illustrates the compassion and concern our Acharya
had for humanity. Once the inhabitants of ThirupPut
Kuzhi, a Divyadesam near Kancheepuram, were
bearing the brunt of a dreadful epidemic called
'Vaisuri'. The disease was spreading rampantly and
heading towards unmanageable proportions when
Swami Desika authored this hymn and relieved
people of their misery.

According to another version, the Sthothra was
composed when our Acharya was residing in
Thiruvaheendra Puram and this he did as invocation



for victory before launching into philosophical
debate with scholars of other schools. That
he emerged victorious goes without saying. A
parallel to this view can be drawn in Sri Desika's
Tamil Prabandham 'Paramatha Bhangam' which
is an outright condemnation of other religions
(philosophies). In that, the first and final verses
are dedicated to Sudharsana. He concludes the
Prabandham saying that Sudharsana is none but
manifestation of the radiance of Lord Ranganatha.
BolD SiTauenerT ANIHIST G56\F6Ten L6t
Sf agfleen asuw rOeor LwrhisGenr!
Whichever be the case, the Phala Sruti is all

encompassing. “Those who read the hymn,
composed by Venkata Nayaka, are sure to have
all their desires fulfilled however impossible they
may appear, with the grace of Sudharsana.” To say
that they include good health and victory, would be
stating the obvious, for the discerning.

Also obvious it is from our day-to-day experience
that not only does he grant success but does it in
quick time, quite in tune with his characteristics.
Hardly surprising it is that Sudharsana is among
the most sought-after deities these days and this
Ashtakam counts as one of the most popular hymns.

To be continued...
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