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Brahmotsavam Done... Delight And Relief

FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

ith the grace of Lord Srinivasa and Goddess Alarmelmanga, and our illustrious Acharya

Swami Desikan, the pandemic has taken a downturn. This has paved the way for the public
to have daily Darsan in our temple and we are hopeful of further improvement in the situation and
returning to full-stream functioning of the temple.

Sri N. Kasturirangan, Trustee of our Devasthanam, completed his term of
8] five years on July 3. It may be noted that he had earlier served a five-year

i term during 2000-05. A diligent and a forthright person, Sri Kasturirangan’s
8 contributions to the temple have been immense and valuable, particularly the
completion of Sri Venkatesa Theertham and G.K. Mantapam projects. The
Devasthanam gave him a formal send off with fitting honour.

The Electoral Board of the Devasthanam has inducted
Sri R. Mugunthan, who had served as Trustee for two
consecutive terms (2010-20), for a new term. We have [
great pleasure in welcoming back Sri Mugunthan into the
: , Board. It is pertinent here to recall the important role he
Sri N. Kasturirangan  played in the Maha Samprokshanam (2013), construction
of residential quarters for the Archakas, G.K. Mantapam
and Sri Venkatesa Theertham during his earlier terms. Together, we are looking
forward to achieving more for the temple.

In a development that came as a delight and relief, the much-awaited
10-day Brahmotsavam was conducted in the month of Vaikasi-Aani. In

i

view of the pandemic-related restrictions, procession was held within the gy R. Mugunthan
temple premises and on Thanga Kedayam (no Vahanams) on both sessions,

duly adhering to the necessary protocols. A Laghu Samprokshanam was performed prior to the
Brahmotsavam. The other Utsavams carried out during the month were Sri Sudarsana Jayanthi,
Periyazhwar Satrumurai, Nathamunigal Satrumurai and Kodai Utsavam. We thank all the
Kainkaryaparas who participated in these Utsavams with dedication and co-operation.

A couple of important events are scheduled in the month of Aadi. A Sahasra Kalasaabhishekam to
the Divya Dampathis and Swami Desikan (July 25, Sravanam) and the annual Jyeshtaabhishekam,
with 81 Kalasa Thirumanjanam (August 12). The 10-day Thiru Aadi-Pooram festival will
culminate on August 11 with Andal ThirukKalyanam.

Sri Sathya Sai Trust of Mylapore provided assistance to all our temple staff by distributing groceries
in good measure. We record our thanks for the kind gesture.

We once again express our gratitude to the Archakas and other Kainkaryaparas, affiliated
organisations of the temple and donors for their co-operation in making the Brahmotsavam a
grand success. &
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SVDD thanks R. Parthasarathy & Family, Chennai - 61,
for sponsoring this month's issue of Desika Sandesam
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DESIKA DARSANAM

23. Sri Nyasa Thilakam

Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

omplementing the other two in the ‘Nyasa’ series,
Swami Desika’s Nyasa Thilakam is not only the
concluding hymn but also a conclusive one on the concept
of Prapathi. Addressed to Lord Ranganatha and comprising
32 Slokas, this Sthothra is the most expansive of the three.

This hymn to Nyasa Vidhya is similar to an auspicious mark
(Thilakam) on the forehead which enhances the beauty of
the face. That Swami Desika himself has so appropriately
named the hymn could be seen from the Phala Sruti.

Studded with several beautiful, philosophy-defining verses
(Thilakams within a Thilakam!), this Sthothra brings to the
fore the grammar and essence of Saranagathi in its pristine
form. Such is the mastery and thoroughness of the author
that a study of the Sthothra, for sure, will leave no trace of
doubt whatsoever in one’s mind about the concept. If Swami
Desika reserved a special treatment for Vimsathi with his
own elaboration, his disciple-son Kumara Varadacharya
has conjured a commentary for Thilakam.

A classic invocation serves as a perfect prelude to a
sumptuous feast that follows. Ever one steeped in the
Sampradaya, Sri Desika commences the hymn on Periya
Perumal, fittingly with an all-inclusive salutation to the
Acharya Parampara, which the Lord Himself heads. The
import and connotation of the Sloka is so significant in
the context of our tradition that it has been adopted as
invocation while commencing rituals with Sankalpa. The
all-important Sloka is:
GoUwY: 55EmUWE § KGutansd 9SwGan!
dipenioBan & sITsCWer LS magmn LS!!

“We utter the word ‘Nama:’ and pray our obeisance to
our Acharyas, and also their Acharyas. Further we reckon
the foremost of them all, the Divine Couple, who are the
head of the entire world, as the means of the goal (Upaya)
as well as the goal (Upeya) itself.” It is to be noted that
Piraatti is always part of the Godhead along with Narayana
and the words “dhampathee Jagathaampathee” read with
“Vruneemahe” assumes great significance in that They are
both Upaya and Upeya.

The salient features covered in this hymn include among
others: Commendation undertaken by Piraatti on our
behalf; Glory of Prapathi; Reason why even Prapannaas
suffer in this world; Comparison of Bhakthi and Prapathi;

27

Greatness of the Acharya’s glance; The
boon Sri Bhashyakara received from Lord
Ranganatha and Prayer for eternal service
at the Lord’s feet in Sri Vaikunta.

Driving home the point that surrender is to
be done once only, Swami Desika states in
the second Sloka: “May the right hand of
Lord Ranganatha which shows the Abhaya
Mudhra (offering fearlessness, with
fingers upside) protect me. It would appear
that the gesture also dissuades Prapannas
from performing Prapathi a second time”.
If done again, it will expose the absence of
Maha Viswaasam.

It is emphasised in the seventh Sloka
that the Divine Couple (note ‘both’)
of Srirangam are indeed our Masters.
“They are seated on the classy cobra-
couch smiling at each other at the sweet
blabbering of words like ‘Om, Thath, Sath’
by their child Brahma on the Lord's navel
lotus. It is as much a sport to relish for them
as are creation, protection and destruction.”
The underlying philosophy here is that the
Divya Dhampathees, though are notionally
separate personalities, are functionally
single.

In the ninth Sloka, our great Acharya
submits to Lord Ranganatha that the
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favours He had done to him were innumerable and
lists a few of them:

e Though trapped by crores of unrelenting Karmas,
I have been made to obey Your orders.

e You have blessed me with human life enabling
me to toe the path of Sasthras.

e You have made me unattracted by non-Vedic
ideologies.

e [ am totally unaffected by views of perverts.

e | have had the privilege of association with an
Acharya like Kidambi Appullaaar, the great
grandson of Kidambi (Madaippalli) Aachaan.

In conclusion, he says that the Lord has already
fulfilled a majority of His duties towards him and
that only minimal work is to be done (that of leading
him after his time to Sri Vaikunta and initiate him
into eternal service at His feet).

Various terminologies used as synonyms for
Prapathi are mentioned by the author in the 16th
Sloka, saying that such a practice (of giving
multiple names) has been in vogue, as experts in
Meemamsa, Vedas, etc. would vouch for. The other
names are Saranagathi, Prapadhanam, Thyagam,
Athma Nikshepam and Nyasam.

What is the need for an Acharya to perform Prapathi
and what is his position therein? These are well
established in the 21st Sloka. “A blind man walks
with the help of one blessed with vision; a lame
person seated in a boat is taken to the other shore
of the river by the boatman. Favours meant for his

servant by the king are enjoyed by other members
of the servant’s family without even knowing the
king. Similarly, my Acharya so very kindly enables
me reach You as I am neither knowledgeable in the
matter of Prapathi nor competent to pursue other
means of salvation”.

Connection with the lineage that has in it Sri
Ramanuja is a matter of great self-esteem and
pride. The 22nd Sloka explains why it is so. “O!
Lord Ranganatha! as Rama and Krishna, You
gave re-assuring word to Vibheeshana and Arjuna
regarding Prapathi and Moksha. Further, citing
these instances, You roused confidence in Sri
Bhashyakara and gave him a promise (that Prapathi
is a sure means to reach You) when he composed
the Gadhyams. Being aware of this and with the
knowledge of my association with Sri Ramanuja,
conceit has filled my mind. Pray! bestow Your
grace on me for ever!”

Sri Desika caps off the hymn with a captivating
dual connotation with Thilakam as the pivotal word
in the Phala Sruti. He says that those who adorn
their face with this glittering, colourful Thilakam
that has been made by poet Venkatesa, who learnt
the art from Lord Ranganatha (the other meaning:
those who chant this letter-filled (prolific) hymn
emanated from the mouth of poet Venkatesa on the
directive of Lord Ranganatha) will be blessed with
eternal service at the couch of the reclining Lord in
this world and beyond.

To be continued...

Global Recognition for SVDD

It is a matter of pride that Sri Vedantha Desikar Devasthanam has entered the International Book of
Records — World Records of Excellence.

The Carnatica Archival Centre, a Public Charitable Trust which is actively engaged with the object of
promotion of music,organised a marathon session for five days of music performance in which around
200 eminent musicians offered musical tribute to the great composer Saint Tyagaraja.

The event was held in February 2021 at the Desika Bhavanam belonging to Sri Vedantha Desikar

Devasthanam. The programme was streamed live non-stop on Facebook for close to 54 hours which
was considered the Longest Carnatic Musical Marathon streamed on Facebook and hence made an
entry into the International Book of Records.

Our temple received a Certificate of Participation from the World Record of Excellence, a medal and
a donation.
- Trustees

Citation =
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CERTIFICATE

OF PARTICIPATION

"SRI VEDANTHA DESIKAR |

DEVASTHANAM

THE WORLD RECORD OF ,
“LONGEST CARNATIC MUSICAL MARATHON :
STREAMED o N ‘,FACEBOOK" el
|s ACHIEVED BY "
CARNATICAARCHIVAL CENTRE (INDIA) o
ON 16TH FEBRUARY 2021 4 T'CHENNAI (TAMIL NADU) INDIA o
THEY ORGANIZED LONGEST CARNATIC MUSICAL MARATHON ooy
LIVE ON IMPL'S FACEBOOK PAGE. ,
200 EMINENT MUSICIANS OFFERED MUSICAL TRIBUTE FOR
53 HOURS 54 Mmures & 2 SECONDS NON s1'or
- TO THE GREAT comPossR SAINT THYAGARAJA
REPRODUCED WITHOUT PRIOR WRITTEN PERMISSION OF

INTERNATIONAL BOOK OF RECORDS . |I l ‘l’ |I\| || "I‘l III

SALUTE THE TALENT

AN ENTRY INTO ANY PRODUCT DISTRIBUTED OR OWNED BY

THIS CERTIFICATE DOES NOT NECESSARILY DENOTE
_INTERNATIONAL BOOK OF RECORDS AND 'MUST NOT T0 BE

WWW.INTERNATIONALBOOKOFRECORDS.COM









