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Normalcy Restored In Good Measure

FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

he Karthikai Month-end saw the beginning of the celebrations in the Devasthanam

with the performance of the Gruhapravesam of Sri  Venkatesa Theertham and
Mangalasasanam of Srivan Satakopa Sri Ranganatha Yathindra Mahadesikan, the 46th
Srimath Azhagiyasingar of Sri Ahobila Mutt.

During Margazhi, the annual Vaikunta Ekadasi festival was celebrated in the customary
manner with devotees thronging the temple, adhering to the COVID -19 protocols.
The Adhyayana Uthsavam, the 22-day long festival was also celebrated with fervour,
the highlight of which was ‘Thiruvadi Thouzhudhal’.

The Iraa Pathu Uthsavam was initiated by Srimath Azhagiyasingar on December 25. The
Andal Neeratta Uthsavam was also celebrated as usual, with Thiruveethi Purappadu,
with the permission of the authorities. This marked the first occasion a procession was
taken out of temple since the COVID-forced lockdown came into effect.

Thiruppavai is synonymous with the month of Margazhi and this year also the Veda
Parayana Sabha had organised Thiruppavai Upanyasam, as is the custom, but with a
difference. There were quite a few budding Vidwans along with some seniors (11 in
all) who shared the honours of providing the discourse. They were fittingly honoured
by the Devasthanam and the Veda Parayana Sabha.

Earlier, Srimath Azhagiyasingar acceded to our request and offered Mangalasasanam
in our temple on December 11. HH also graced the Devasthanam’s new facility
Sri Venkatesa Theertham with his presence. The Acharya also visited our temple again
during the Iraapathu Uthsavam Thodakkam, on our request.

Thondaradipodi Azhwar Satriumurai and Sri Hanumath Jayanthi were also celebrated
during the month. On the day of the Azhwar’s Thirunakshatram, His Holiness
Poundarikapuram Srimath Andavan Sri Srinivasa Gopala Mahadesikan (Paravakottai
Chinnandavan) offered Mangalasasanam in our temple.

Our Devasthanam accorded special honour to HH Srimath Azhagiyasingar and
HH Srimath Poundarikapuram Andavan and Sambhavana to them as well as their
Kainkaryaparas.

As mentioned in the previous issue, Sri Venkatesa Theertham has been completed and
will begin operations in the month of Thai. We thank all the donors (list in the back-
inside wrapper) who have made the significant project a reality. =
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No Brahmothsavam for Saarvari year

There had been contemplation as regards conduct
of Saarvari year's Brahmothsavam which normally
takes place in Vaikasi (May-June), but could not
be held this year for the reasons of COVID-19
restrictions.

Though there are some relaxations at present,
considering the overall situation and to avoid
any explanations with reference to contravention
of regulations in force and after taking into
consideration the opinion expressed in the book
titled 'opeowr MRSz aild: - 2' authored by
Sri U.Ve.T. Srinivasachariar, Mylapore, it has been
decided to forego conduct of the Brahmothsavam
for the Saarvari year.

The averment as it appears in Tamil in Page
24 of the above book is reproduced below for
convenience of understanding.
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Hence, Prayaschitham (atonement) as
recommended will be performed in due course.
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DESIKA DARSANAM

wb:

17. Sri Dehaleesa Sthuthi

Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

he birth place of Divya Prabandham and the

abode of a sky-scraping Lord raising the 'wrong'
leg and flaunting His 'dexterity' (with the Chakra
and the Sankha interchanged). The setting could
not have been more inspiring to Swami Desika. The
result is Sri Dehaleesa Sthuthi, a delectable hymn
of 28 Slokas on Lord Thrivikrama, also called
Dehaleesa, of ThirukKovalur. 'Dehalee’ refers to a
vestibule or verandah @swL&l), now known as G
and 'Eesa’ means god.

CHTaINTT WOHTDID SaLSY ErDLTULIT
Euflw SoLed - 66)

Thirumangai Azhwar, in his Periya Thirumadal,
describes Him as "the wonder Lord who appeared
in a vestibule in Kovalur."

ThirukKovalur is referred to in the hymn as
'Gopa Pura' and the river Pennar on whose banks
it is located is mentioned as 'Panna’. The town is
situated on the railway line between the Katpadi and
Villupuram junctions and the temple, 3 kilometres
from the station.

It is essential to learn/recite this Sthothra keeping a
few anecdotes in mind. As opposed to the normal
posture in which the Lord holds the Chakra in
His right and the Conch in His left hand, the
Emperuman here carries the Conch in His right and
the Disc in His left, in deference to the wish of Sage
Mrukandu. The legend goes like this: The sage
observed a severe penance seeking direct vision of
Lord Vishnu and a pleased Lord appeared before
him and offered a boon. The sage responded by
asking for the unique posture, which was granted.
Not only that; Lord Thrivikrama here raises His
right foot to measure the sky instead of the left.

ThirukKovalur is one of the five Krishnaaranya
Kshethras, the others being ThirukKanna Puram,
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ThirukKanna Mangai, ThirukKannangudi
and Aatrankarai (Kapisthalam). The
Uthsavar here is known as Aayanaar or
Kovalan/Gopalan.

Thus declares Kaliyan in his Periya
Thirumozhi: "Here, at ThirukKovalur,
stands the Lord who protected the cows
in Gokulam by holding aloft Mount
Govardhana against hailstorm and the one
who tamed seven raging bulls,"

SOLWT  QDITWTD BT  BTHD

AUBLDTST IDHNTSH

alanL. STST gl QadIDTST  BHTaID
Barmrar. Euflu Hmewmd - 6-10-5)

Swami Desika, in this Sthothra, frequently
refers to the famous incident involving
the three 'Mudhal Azhwargal' and the
origination of the Divya Prabandham.
According to the tradition, it was Poigai
Azhwar who first went to ThirukKovalur
to worship the Lord on what turned out
to be a rainy night. So he took shelter



in the verandah of a small house and,
thinking that he would worship the Lord
on the morrow, he lay there. After some
time, Bhuthath-Azhwar, with the rain
intensifying, reached the same place and,
since there was just enough space for two
to sit, they both sat there. Then entered
Pey Azhwar, fully drenched, and the three
could barely stand there. Amidst thunder
and lightning and under pitch-dark
condition, they felt that they were being
pressed hard against as someone else was
apparently trying to squeeze himself in.

They understood through their insight
that the 'imposing' fourth person was
none other than the Lord Himself. Their
joy knew no bounds and they burst into
rapturous verses on His greatness.

First, Poigai Azhwar sang his 'Mudhal
Thiruvantaadhi', with the Sun as the
lamp and then Boothath-Azhwar recited
his 'Irandaam Thiruvantaadhi', with
knowledge as the lamp, in quest of a
vision of the Lord. The darkness having
been wiped out completely, Pey Azhwar
had a wonderful vision of the Lord and
His consort on His frame, launched into
his 'Moonraam Thiruvantaadhi', starting
with "ThirukKanden, Ponmeni Kanden".

The Sthothra starts with the author
invoking the Lord thus. "May that
Supreme Ruler of Gopa Pura be my
saviour - He, who scaled all the worlds
and conquered them, He, who is the root
cause of the entire universe, and He, who
bestows on His devotees all their wishes."

The hymn is replete with references
to various anecdotes as also narrative
nuances. Some of the highlights are
enlisted below with the Sloka number in
parentheses:

e Interchanging of the Disc and the
Conch by the Lord (5);

The Lord of Thirukkovalur

Mudhal Azhwargal's vision of the Lord (6);
Vamana 'gianting' into Thrivikrama (8);

Miracle of fitting His massive frame into the
small place (vestibule) already sheltering the
Azhwars (9);

Fame attained by Siva and Brahma, courtesy
Thrivikrama (12);
Emergence of the three Anthaadhis (16);

The Lord leading the three Azhwars to Sri
Vaikunta (17);

His benevolence to those who bear the mark
of His Chakra and Sankha, by subjecting
themselves to Pancha Samskara (27).

From the signature part in the final Sloka meant for
Phala Sruti, it is evident that this is another Sthothra
named by Swami Desika himself. He avers that
the hymn, considering the nature of its addressee,
is totally devoid of falsehood and those who recite
this will be blessed with all the desired fruits.

To be continued...
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Sevilimedu Raghavan, T.C. Rangarajan & T.C. Srinath,
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Door No. 8, Plot No. 59, New No. 42, 4th Trust Cross Street,
Union Carbide Colony, & Mandaveli, Chennai 600 028.
4th Street, Ullagaram, (In memory of their grandfather
. Chennai 600 091. Villivalam Sri Rajagopalan) . .
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SVDD thanks Sri Sevilimedu Raghavan,
Sri T.C. Rangarajan & Sri T.C. Srinath

for sponsoring this month's issue of Desika Sandesam
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Sri Venkatesa Theertham
— all set to open

Sri Venkatesa Theertham, a project for
setting up facilities for performing the
rituals (upto the 12th day) was taken up
by the Trustees to fulfil the long-felt wish
of the Asthikas in and around Mylapore.

After overcoming several challenges,
planning permit for the facility was
obtained in July 2019. The foundation-
laying ceremony was performed in
September 2019, and the construction
began in all earnestness in the month of
November and was progressing well.
However, the onslaught of COVID-19
put a dampener on the construction and
it was restored with the gradual lifting of
the lockdown.

The project implementation picked up
pace and has now been completed, with
the facility ready to be opened to the
public in the month of Thai.

From the beginning, the project has
received unstinted support from the
public, the members of all organisations
affiliated to the Devasthanam and the
donors. The project consists of six
Individual units complete with all
facilities for carrying out the rituals. For
the benefit of those who are orthodoxy-
inclined, a well has been constructed and
there is a generator in place for power
back-up.

The cost of the project is I2.35 crores
which has been fully funded by donors

(big corporates, medium business and
individuals). Our sincere, heart-felt
thanks to each one of them.

The following is the list of donors (in the
alphabetical order):

e ABI Sowtech (India) Limited

e Adhiseshan G

e Brakes India Limited

e India Motor parts & Accessories
Limited

e India Nippon Electricals Limited

e Lucas TVS Limited

e Madras Auto Service Limited

e Mugunthan R

e Royal Sundaram Alliance
Insurance

e Sudha Gopal

e Sundaram Asset Management Ltd.

e Sundaram Finance Limited

e Sundaram Home Finance Lid.
e Sundaram Motors Limited

e Turbo Energy Limited &

e Others

The back wrapper has an image of the
frontage of the building.

For enquiries and bookings, please

contact 044-4322 9401.

—Trustees
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