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‘Sri Venkatesa T heertham’
Towards Quenching A Long-Felt Thirst

FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

Another month has passed with
the restrictions imposed to
check the spread of the Coronavirus.
There have been a few happy
moments for us all during this
period. Apart from celebrating the
annual Utsavams like the nine-
day Panchami Theertham, Thiru-
Karthikai, the 10-day Kaliyan
Utsavam, etc., two major events
took place.

One was the Gruhapravesam
of ‘Sri Venkatesa Theertham’
situated at Venkatesa Agraharam,
a project for setting up a place for
performing the rituals (upto the
12th day) for the departed souls
joining the Acharyan/Perumal
Thiruvadi and the second one
was the Mangalasasanam of the
the 46th Srimath Azhagiyasingar
of Sri Ahobila Mutt, Srivan
Satakopa Sri Ranganatha Yathindra
Mahadesikan, at our temple. There
has been a strong need for a facility
of this nature for the benefit of our
community for quite some time and
we hope ‘Sri Venkatesa Theertham’
will serve to satisfy the same.

Srimath Azhagiyasingar also visited
the site of the Theertham Project and
showered his blessings. We express
our respectful gratitude to the

Acharya for accepting our invitation to grace the temple and
‘Sri Venkatesa Theertham’ with his auspicious presence.

The Theertham project was completed in record time of
about one year (during the period of the pandemic) and
we record our gratitude to the Architects Natraj & Venkat
Associates and the Contractors M/s. KSV Constructions.
We owe our most sincere thanks to the numerous donors,
comprising corporates and individual Sevarthis, who had
contributed generously for the project.

After completion of the remaining small works, we expect
the facility to be open for the public in the month of Thai
(January 2021).

Meanwhile, ‘Adhyayana Utsavam’, the 22-day-long
annual festival (comprising Pagal Pathu, Iraa-Pathu, Iyarpa
Satrumurai and Desika Prabandham Satrumurai), has
already begun.

With COVID-19 still prevailing, albeit a little subdued,
protocols such as wearing of mask and physical distancing
continue to be strictly adhered to. The need is pronounced,
with the most auspicious and important event involving the
opening of ‘Paramapada Vaasal’ on the day of ‘Vaikunta
Ekadasi’ falling on December 25. 3
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DESIKA DARSANAM

16. Sri Gopala Vimsathi

Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

ri Gopala Vimsathi is a Sthothra that Swami

Desika composed on Lord Rajagopala enshrined in
Thiruvaheendrapuram. The hymn, as its name suggests
(Vimsathi means twenty), comprises 20 Slokas with a
Phala Sruthi to go with that.

If Ramavathara is quintessentially about Parathvam
(supremacy) and symbolised by valour, the thriving
theme of Krishnaavathara is Souseelya/Soulabhyam
(simplicity/easy accessibility) exemplified by Krishna’s
innumerable Leela.

While Sri Mahaveera Vaibhavam, a hymn on Rama is
steeped in majesty, this Sthothra on Krishna is soaked
in artistry. The author’s visualisation and presentation
of Krishna’s playfulness as a child and a cowherd
youth offer spell-binding poetic charm. The author’s
adeptness is a stunning stand-out as he switches gears to
bring forth Krishna’s qualities as a supreme deity with
devotional fervour oozing all over.

In an invocation that is as sweet as it is crisp, Swami
Desika salutes “the glow, that descended on the earth
on Srijayanthi day, that is adorned by the Vyjayanthi
garland, that is the heart-throb of cowherd damsels (of
Gokulam) and that treads on Brindavanam”.

The next Sloka is considered to have its bearing in the
Manthra Sasthra and is the highlight of the hymn. It
describes the posture of baby Krishna. He is present
on a beautiful lotus-shaped seat in the midst of a
multi-coloured triangle. Saraswathi, the Goddess of
Knowledge graces His lap. Even as Krishna lends a
glance on Saraswathi, which is her source of knowledge,
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He keeps the conch (Paanchajanya) in
His lotus-like mouth. The author hails
the Lord who is the emperor of the
Yadhavas, underlining His Souseelya.

Along the line, Swami Desika
narrates Krishna’s dance for butter,
He being caught ‘white-handed’
by Yasodha, on stealing butter (5),
a few of the Leelas He indulges in
Gokulam and Brindavanam, He being
bound to a mortar (2560)) and then
relieving two persons of their curse of
wooden existence, Raasa Kreeda, His
decorations befitting one who dwells
in the ‘greens’, His stealing of the
garments of the damsels.

The sublime imagination, the choice
of words, the style of narration which
literally presents the reader with
Krishnaanubhava with the ambience
in its entirety are the hallmarks of this
superb work.

Some of these are provided below as
samples:



g s

Lord Sri Rajagopala at Thiruvaheendrapuram.

Krishna, with one leg bent and held
aloft and the other entrenched on
the ground (altering the posture
vice-versa) dances as he asks for
butter. His mother is churning the
curd nearby and it appears that He
dances to the beat of the churning
with jingling ornaments on His
chest also mingling with the rhythm.
May I have the vision of the same,
prays the author. Here, the dance for
butter is delightfully described as
‘Navaneetha Naatyam’ — Sloka No.4.

(Krishna), The protector of the entire
universe, in an assumed role of a
cowherd-boy, has just inserted His
arm into the narrow-necked butter
pot when His mother enters. She is
livid and tries to get hold of a rope
to fasten Him. An apparently scared
Krishna can neither stay there nor run
away and confronted with confusion,
closes the eyes. The protector in need
of protection for Himself... What an
irony! — Sloka No. 5.

The Gopikas are bathing in the Yamuna river. Krishna
steals their clothes and sits atop a branch of a Kurunda
tree, sporting a mischievous smile. The damsels,
overcome by shame, plead with Him, but, Krishha
demands that they fold both their lotus(-like) hands in
prayer, for Him to relent... typical of Him, the mischief
maestro! — Sloka No. 20.

One Sloka presents a picture of contrast in the hymn
studded with descriptive delights. In a poignant
expression of his wish, Swami Desika notes, “In my
(last) journey to the other world, the images of Krishna
— with the beautiful flute of His on His lip, the peacock
feathers embellishing the crown and the shades of the
blue diamond that He is — should appear on my mind.”

Sisgnafls enmeuns mrenm: WwGLTEVD wwy ehehs Lomeor: !
anflfey Sleor eflikua Heom: Ligdlum: evbg) ww SHSo LywnGes !! (12)

The hymn concludes with a customary Phala Sruthi.
Accordingly, one who recites this Sthothra composed
by Venkatesa, the poet with an unswerving mind from
the divinity, will have the vision of the Lord who is a
connoisseur on the divine flute and is beloved by young
girls.

To be continued...
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