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God Has Answered Our Prayers!

FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

he inordinately long separation from the Lord for the devotees is eventually over.
And it’s our own Peyazhwar’s ‘SméseniGLetr 6luneiiGoell &eorGLetr moment again
for all of us. Yes, Public Darshan at places of worship is back after over five months!

We devotees often tend to forget that the universe functions on the Lord’s will, known
as Sankalpam. He is both the proposer as well as the disposer. Without His Sankalpam
nothing works or moves. A classic example is the building of the Ram Temple in
Ayodhya.

I distinctly remember an incident when a very senior functionary of the Vishva Hindu
Parishad visited the shrines of Sri Ranganathar, Thayar and Sri Kothanda Ramar in
Srirangam. Standing before the deity, he proclaimed that “We will build a grand Ram
Mandir at Ayodhya”. [ was standing by his side and told him that without Bhagavan
Ram’s Sankalpam no one can build a temple for Him and added that we, as devotees,
should only appeal and pray to him for his blessings for a temple at Ayodhya. And
now, after so many years of waiting and with the Lord’s Sankalpam, the foundation
for a grand Ram Temple in Ayodhya was laid on the 5th of August.

Fortunately for us, we didn’t have to wait for years for the places of worship to
reopen for the public. The Lord has answered our prayers and we can now worship
Him at the temples, duly following some protective measures.

Our temple opened for the public on the 2nd September and we are strictly adhering
to the guidelines issued by the government. We are overwhelmed by the co-operation
extended by the devotees and hereby record our sincere thanks to them for the same.

Though the government has issued a number of guidelines to be followed, we have
listed a few important things at the entrance of the temple. The temple timings
have been temporarily revised, which has been published on Page 8 along with the
guidelines.

The daily rituals are being carried out diligently and festivals like Ramanuja Daya
Patram Thaniyan, Avathara Utsavam, Kadai Sravanam and Sri Hayagriva Jayanthi
were performed.

We plan to conduct the annual Desikan Utsavam beginning on the 18th September,
followed by the Pavitrotsavam.

We place on record our thanks to Smt. & Sri Gopal of Chemplast for their donation
to the temple staff whose dedicated service during these difficult times merits
appreciation. ar.
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DESIKA DARSANAM

13. Sri Devanayaka Panchasath

Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

n Sri Devanayaka Panchasath, an exquisite hymn of

53 slokas, Swami Desika extols the greatness and
beauty of Lord Devanatha of Thiruvaheendrapuram.
The temple here is set in picturesque and tranquil
surroundings what with the Aushadha Giri, a hillock
abode of Lord Hayagriva, overseeing it in the front
and River Garuda forming the rear.

The deity, an immense favourite and one close to the
heart of our Acharya, is also known as Daasa Sathya
or Adiyavarkku Meyyan (SliQuieuis@  6WDUILIGSD),
meaning one who is truthful to His devotees. There
are umpteen references in which he addresses the
Lord by this name. True to his self, Swami Desika
(®eSlwsniemr S\QE\BITETOTL &S(HSSHIeMLCWIT6dN),
follows in the footsteps of Kaliyan who, in his
Periya Thirumozhi, refers the Lord as ‘Adiyavarkku

Meyyan’.  “Slguieiég GWDUIWIEOTTEWL

QFWaIBTUSEILD AUISE elemrssmIe...” (313).
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In an enchanting invocation, the author
seeks protection of the Lord who has
the eyes akin to the petals of a lotus;
whose lotus feet glisten with the honey
oozed from the garlands adorning the
crowns of the gods who bow at His feet;
and who is held in great veneration and
worshipped by Brahma and Siva.

He then pays obeisance to the Acharya
Parampara, sages like Valmiki and
Vyasa, before seeking the commendation
of Piraatti in the fourth Sloka. He pleads,
"O Mother, dweller in the lotus, listen to
my submission! Please make the Lord of
gods, Your beloved, accept the prattles
of this child!"

In the next Sloka, Sri Desika stakes
his right to compose the hymn, with a
fitting analogy. "What if Your greatness
is extolled by Upanishads. That wouldn't
stop me from singing Your praise as I



think I am also competent to do so in my own
little way. Even as herds of cows drink larger
amounts out of the Milky Ocean, new-born
calves can also drink a little".

Further, the author notes that, the Lord has no
option but to fulfil his wish of praising Him,
for, it is only in His interest that He must do so
in order to safeguard His name 'Daasa Sathya'.

Having established ‘his right” and ‘His duty’,
Swami Desika delves into the beauty of Lord
Devanatha's Divine Form and comes up with
eloquent, exhaustive and expansive narration
through 30 Slokas (from 16 to 45).

It is customary, while describing the Lord's
elegance, to start from the feet and go upward
till the crown (Paadhadhi Kesam). This is
known as the Aarohana Krama (ascending
order). The reason is not too far to seek.
His feet are instrumental in invoking His
grace. They are the mean-all and end-all
of deliverance. Familiar examples of this
order are ThirupPaanaazhwar's Amalanaadhi
Piran and Sri Bhagavath Dhyana Sopanam,
composed by Swami himself.

But here, our Acharya, struck by Lord
Devanatha's stunning beauty and, perhaps, in
a state of the resultant bliss, takes recourse
to the Avarohana Krama (descending order),
which is normally associated with description
of humans. This reveals another dimension of
Sri Desika's disposition as regards the Lord
— Sahaja Bhaava — utmost familiarity which
lessens the distance between the Lord and
His devotee while shelving the concept of His
supremacy, albeit temporarily. This is truly
reflective of one of the great qualities of the
Lord — Soulabhya (easy accessibility).

It is pertinent here to recall his own enunciation
in the Tamil Prabandham 'Navamani Maalai' —
"Betr eugeup@ wmeuEmT peunsnGr” (©),
meaning those who do not forget Your beauty
are sure to rid of further birth.
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Starting from His crown, our Acharya describes
the Divine beauty in the following order (No.
of the 30 Slokas in parentheses):

Crown Forelock (17) | Face (18)
(16)
Forehead | Oordhvapun- | Ears (21)
(19) dra (Thiru-
man) (20)
'Makarika' | Eyebrows Eyes (24)
(22) (23)
Eye glances [ Nose (26) Lips (27)
(25)
Neck (28) [Hands (29) Sankha and
Chakra (30)
Abhaya Chest (32) Vanamala
Hastha(31) (33)
Mind (34) | Waist (35) Navel (36)
Girdle-belt | Thighs (38) | Knees (39)
(37)
Shanks Feet (41) Toes (42)
(40)
Nails (43) [ Feet (again) |Pollen of
(44) feet (45)

In the following Slokas (46 and 47), Swami
Desika brings out the infinite superiority of
Prapathi (surrender) over Bhakthi (devotion),
before surrendering his soul at the feet of the
Lord. He reasons that more than Prahlada,
herds of cattle (of the Gokula), Gajendra and
Pareekshith put together, he deserves to be
saved by Him, as his plight is more pathetic
than theirs.

The author concludes this fascinating hymn,
enlisting the greatness of the Lord. While
reminding Him of His name — Daasa Sathya —
he says that singing His praise makes himself
the Speaker of Truth (Sathya Vaadhee) as is
evident in this Sthothra. So will be all those
who recite Sri Devanayaka Panchasath.

10 be continued...
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