gniteufl @Bo oyl 15"
2096mev - el 2020

b SjeoiGuedrisr prullsm m)Gmg 73 @!_F,]mlrsm ururanw@ewr mio:
whwBs flawrss wanrCguilamw mio:

Bzxuta 6rubBaHUTID

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER FROM:

SRI VEDANTHA DESIKAR DEVASTHANAM t

MYLAPORE, CHENNAI, Tel: 044 - 24953799,
Email : svdd.mylai@gmail.com, web: www.svdd.com



gnpdIID

BISWiHET BbHbH




eniteufl @Bo Syl L5”
29ane - gysevL. 2020 ﬁ) ]

b: LS wevi; 3
M & i 4

uh SieviGedwrisT g,rruﬁ]a.rrm@mg @ @@mrrsm urLiranwGesr Hio:
whwCs flawrhs wanrCzuilamu mo:

Bzxuta 6ruibBaHUTID

) Sl &esmailev L2 SHmeVkIS 6N * \

e@muily W6 US6tT auem efwmipedt 6w Fevfl euemiy
SIT616V
6.30 -  elFeuemULD 6.00 -  ell&FeuemULD
8.30 - Slmeunyrgeuiid 7.30 - Olung sflgewd
945 -  smOMI(YED

12.00 - 2_gdflaneod

, \
4.00 - sviHS SlpLiy, 7.30 - Smeunrrgevd, 9.00 - Fwiewtd
* efiGFap smevmiseafled LIMIHNIGHES 2 LULLS)

SIS S S5 86:
uB N. sevgmiiprusesr | ub R. oreewssr | uf Suflesi R. pmaeusst

*—9

Editorial Board :
uf QBeveumis QevembwiBTTmwessTIETTWT 6r06umdl - o &l
b BTGl ubanfl (1) svaasiShmerSlbanremiwim sveuLd
Ui BIEUEOLITSESLD [TBIGHTSTETTUIT srveumLl
uf LB CILIBDLLSTT evSWBITTULewTTETTWT eveumL]

Photo Courtesy: Sudhakar Thirumalai

Published by: uf, Geugnig Caflair Caeuavgmenbd, wulleomiLy, Clgssenen-4

Printed by: Abisan Enterprises Chennai - 87, Cell : 95000 45604
Designed: yeSKay

b Casnms Csdsi GHeuMSTATLD
LoufleonLiLyii, Q\FetTement - 600004. Gumer: 24953799
Website: www.svdd.com Email: svdd.mylai@gmail.com




6916531 6UBTLILILD

Gouris L5’ 6w 6N BId LI*TanoressiCL® Brevd) Hehes |
CourigGLuu eCiom Cx°Geun i L,'Can B Lellapwd ||

CoumiaL_gensLli uSuns eumpediser !

Olgesm oy etT(h ylq MG weofled eflevremtiitg@G0LCELNE, @8I @ ‘SeTEnhLlg
epuenen’ wIGW, 6T GMUNLCLmbd. Qeueuner(Hb HEF WG Tes
eTeTDIEYILD, eXlHLIENEs Beemev; 55 SEmEmHLIGU{LD Bevemev.

ey, flev euns@asen Clumiliugleoeney. Qeucunessi(HID ‘SeTEHLL’ 2 65or(H
— 3igneugl Lockdown, el (h&@enCenGu gemerflemeugser | erbbluimiomesfles
Genemeuulledmhg sereflenausser gdlwemeal. Hsll ‘Lig ub SjeuaienL_w
evmigeL CeasGio.

ubunseugsSlev erbblLipLonesilen em eusnd — “GCab Gi:HCaes avbELIS: W Wb [
ufswCems | Hib Lirenngid sflapwmdl wevenenr: L9 giteoL: [Bre e mSSlw
Gurdleuid erettement e mHHSTeTTTS D, U@ CoeuisEnnd UM (Pigwns
SImISTaNSmSE ClFiGale]” e, LT eUTTEICILISTIOET HBISTONSSHTE,
e1bOLHLTesllen aunsHler emessWiqWns BGms CsTessT(H6TT HLO&S),
Qeu@ FaHrCw @nss ‘semepuy’ el dEHa NCwrFaDd NMn&asCeuam b’
eteor LignigSLiCumons! LsS-Cunsbd GCleluee @ Leves STndlSSmen,
Guins-miLeuGio revwns @\(he@Levevaur ! JbElDEOSTE BLOSSE).

Bns pUlsamauilen e LTdlLeSLiL sie, BGsmes QenL_LLpm)sEnHsd@ HHeSeib
seupnoe Cgr_ibg ‘Casdles ewnpGsen’ Cesfleumeag. o B -LUrdunrsGeu
(Meagw) urausdled Geopulenn) LGS 2 sLL&STS ‘WHEHFSHMmSS’
QBML_(BLD SMLILIEL CUETENEYIS ), BILD DS SHreseraileoGeomd.

Biorg weorfled B yBILIENSS SemhHglsTeT eeflliLL_miser, GarenL 2 geweuld
(7 prsem) wHpid Brgpafls Sopessro GoubHledis. .
Cueid Apliys s_(enrsenLs, Qbs DaHeddHHS, Sneisehasner Qg m_i

‘uBleunenerflest smenesr CBM_miGHeTDGI. 15! 6TETEIDETMILD CF TS, 26060
SSRGS OB Temensg), CangLodens mevs Geusstr(RIb eTesny LipmigSIGLmOTE!




FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

he COVID-19 pandemic is still vigorous and threatening the entire
world, and has led to loss of lakhs of people the world over.

As for Tamil Nadu, we saw hordes of people from Chennai returning to
their native districts and, consequently, there has been a drastic increase in
the number of cases. This may lead to extension of the lockdown, which
indeed is a worrying thought.

However, it is good to see the opening of smaller temples for public Darsan
in the rural areas. Hopefully, larger temples in major districts, including
Chennai and the surrounding districts, are made accessible to the public
sooner than later and we continue to pray the Divya Dhampathis and our
Acharya Swami Desikan.

Once the lockdown is withdrawn and/or the government clears the deck as
regards public Darsan, the same will be notified.

In spite of the total lockdown, the daily Pujas in our temple are being
performed diligently with minimum Kainkaryaparas. Besides, the seven-
day Kodai Uthsavam, Sudarsana Jayanthi, Periyazhwar Satrumurai and
Nathamunigal Saatrumurai were conducted in the best possible manner
within the temple premises, without procession.

In view of the possibility of further extension of the lockdown for another
month or so, the dates for the Annual Brahmothsavam, which normally
would have been conducted in the month of Vaikasi (May-June) in our
Temple, has not been finalised yet.

Considering the present crisis, the Devasthanam has offered an additional
salary of %5,000/- each to all the Kainkaryaparas for four consecutive
months. We wish to record that a few philanthropists have also provided
monetary assistance to them during this period, which the Trust Board has
acknowledged with thanks.

We take this opportunity to again thank the Archakas and the other staff
members for their fullest co-operation and dedication.

We appreciate the understanding shown and cooperation extended by
the Sevarthis, Ubhayadharas, donors and the associations affiliated to the
Temple, which have helped us in tiding over the continuing challenge. s
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DESIKA DARSANAM

11. Kamas1ka Ashtakam

Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

his is a hymn on Lord Kamasika Nrusimha, whose

shrine Thiru Velukkai is situated on the southern
banks of the river Vegavathi, near the Hasthigiri. ‘Kama’
means ‘own free will - Sankalpa’ and ‘Asika’ refers to
‘one’s sitting posture’.

The Tamil equivalent ‘Velirukkai’ (Geusflpéena) is an
amalgam of ‘Vel’ (Beue) and ‘Irukkai’ (@m&ema), with
the former meaning ‘desire’ and the latter ‘the state
of being seated’. The term ‘Velirukkai’ is said to have
corrupted into ‘Velukkai’ (Beugndens).

Swami Desika commences the hymn Sri Kamasika
Ashtakam  stylistically, juxtaposing the words
‘Uththaram’ (2.8&[D) and ‘Dakshinam’ (88a{lemid),
which mean the north (also top) and south, respectively.
He describes the Lord as one who, of His own desire,
resides at the top of the Vedas as well as to the south of
Vegavathi. Further more, he sings ‘Glory be — Pallaandu’

to the Lord, saying that the wonderful
deity, who has the lion face, ever be
victorious and unsurpassed.

In the second verse, he notes that
the Lord Kamasika Nrusimha — who
is the essence of the Thaapaneeya
Upanishad — has the Sun, Moon and
Agni as His three eyes, with the third
on His forehead. He prays that the
Lord, with those three eyes, should
remove our three-fold afflictions
called the Thaapa-thraya. They are:

® Aadhi Aathmikam — the ailments
that are associated with the body
and the mind (such as headache,
cold, anger, fear, etc.);

® Aadhi Bhoudhikam — the ones
that are caused by other beings

(such as animals, birds, men,
etc.); and
® Aadhi Dhaivikam — the ones

that are caused by divine/natural
elements (such as fire, water,
heat, wind, cold, etc.).

In the next sloka, our Acharya pays
homage to the Lord here, who has
His body up to the neck in His innate
form and the head as that of a lion.
Out of His liking for these parts near
the Vegavathi, it would seem that
He has forsaken the comfort of Sri
Vaikunta, he wonders.

“I worship the three-eyed Lord,
who, out of sport, took the form of
Nrusimha on the sand dunes of the
river Vegavathi and also assumed a



The Lord of Thiru Velukkai

sitting posture with His legs crossed (Paryankaasanam).
He alone is a relative to all living beings in the world,”
submits Sri Desika in Sloka No. 4.

The master poet in Swami Desika makes his presence
strongly felt in his description of the Nrusimha
Avathara (verses 6 & 7). He picks the majestically
alluring ‘Pruthvee’ scale (a type of meter used in
Sanskrit verses) ) for matching impetus to the narration.
Sublimeness reaches its summit as the author brings
forth Nrusimha’s contrasting dual disposition — deceit
on the one hand (Kapata Kesaree) while dealing with
Hiranya and compassion on the other (Krupaa Kesaree)
while blessing his son Prahlada. Kesaree, as many
would know, means lion -- referring to Nrusimha here.
The underlying observation is that while His face looks

vicious for the wicked enemies, His
eyes always shower the nectar of
grace on His devotees.

In a defining penultimate verse,
Swami Desika asserts in no uncertain
terms the Lord’s stature of being
the sole saviour of one and all.
He says, “if You are out to protect
someone, where is the need for other
protectors? Similarly, if You are not
going to protect, what is the use of
other (supposed) protectors? With
this determination, I surrender to
You, Nrusimha, the resident of the
banks of the Vegavathi.”

The hymn concludes with the
customary Phala Sruthi in the ninth
and final verse. The author says that
one who recites this Sthothra with
faith and devotion even once, will get
rid of all the mighty sins and get hold
of all the desired things in life, with
the blessings of Kamasika Narahari.
To be continued... %%
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