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Sriman Narayana takes many Avathars to
grace the earth and save mankind from
many disasters. Currently, the COVID-19 is
playing havoc with the entire world. But for
the divine grace of the Divya Dhampathis —
who have taken abode here at Mylapore as
Sri Alarmelmangai Thayar and Sri Srinivasa
Perumal — the sufferings would have been
difficult to measure and cope with. We
continue to pray to the Lord to put an end to
the pandemic at the earliest.

Owing to severe lockdown, our Devasthanam
has been functioning in a low-key manner.
All the daily poojas are being performed with
limited Archakars and staff. We appreciate the
services of all Kainkaryaparas during these

i \

2

Sri R. Mugunthan. Sri P. Seshadri.

difficult times. We also thank the devotees for
their cooperation.

During this period, Sri Rama Navami
Utsavam, Ugathi Utsavam, Panguni Utharam,
Sri Bhashyakarar  Utsavam, Vasantha

The incumbent Trustee Sri N. Kasturirangan flanked by the newly elected Trustess —
Azhisoor Sri R. Raghavan and Sri R. Raghavan (Advocate).



Utsavam, Akshaya Thrutheeyai, Thiru
Avathara Utsavam, Madhurakavi Azhwar
Thirunakshathram, Nrusimha Jayanthi, etc.,
were performed in a limited way, without
sacrificing their importance.

In April, Sri R. Mugunthan and Sri P. Seshadri
completed their terms as Trustees of the
Temple. It may be noted that Sri Mugunthan
served for a period of 10 years from 2010, and
Sri Seshadri, for five years. The Electoral Board
has inducted Sri R. Raghavan and Azhisoor Sri
R. Raghavan, respectively, in their places and
the new Trustees assumed office on April 25
amid wholehearted welcome by the incumbent
Trustee Sri N. Kasturirangan, the Electoral
Board members and Kainkaryaparas.

During the last 10 years, the Temple has
seen grand celebration of some significant
events like the Maha Samprokshanam along
with opening of a new Thayar Mantapam
(May 2, 2013), the Millennium of Bhagavath
Bhashyakarar’s Avathara (May 1, 2017) and

ﬂrler 750th birth anniversary of Sri Vedantha
Desikan (Sept. 21, 2018).

This monthly journal 'Desika Sandsam',
published by the Devasthanam, was launched
on the "Vilambi' Tamil New Year's day (April
14, 2018) and the 'Desikar Library' was
inaugurated in the Temple premises the same
year (July 11).

The Gangai Kondan Mantapam was renovated
and inaugurated the next year (April 26,
2019), with facilities for Sraadha Kainkaryam.
Construction of a much-needed facility to
perform obsequies is underway at Venkatesa
Agraharam, Mylapore, and it has reached the
finishing stages.

We place on record our sincere appreciation
of the monumental services rendered by Sri
Mugunthan and Sri Seshadri during their
tenure.

May Lord Srinivasa and Swami Desikan help
us get over the current crisis and bless us to

ar,

resume normal services at the Temple soon! %%

Temple's monthly journal 'Desika Sandesam' being launched.
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DESIKA DARSANAM

9. Sri Vegasethu Sthothram

Sri U.Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

ri Vegasethu Sthothram is a hymn of 10

Slokas composed by Swami Desika on
Yathokthakaari, the Lord of Thiru Vehka in
Kancheepuram. An intriguing episode forms
the basis for the historical backdrop to this
shrine, while the bigger picture is related to
the manifestation of Lord Varadaraja of the
Hasthigiri.
When Brahma began his Aswamedha Yaga in
the Hasthigiri, invoking the Lord’s vision, all
was not well between him and his prime consort
Saraswathi. So he chose to proceed with the
Yaga with his other consorts, led by Savithri.
This further infuriated Saraswathi who sought
to get her revenge on Brahma by disrupting the
holy deed. She assumed the form of a violent
river and flowed at a ferocious speed — hence
called Vegavathi — towards the altar of the Yaga.

The surrounding area got inundated and ravaged
even as Vegavathi, in all her fury, approached the
sacred place. This made Brahma nonplussed. He
took refuge in Lord Vishnu, who manifested in
a reclining posture and positioned Himself as a
virtual dam (Sethu) across the river and stopped
Vegavathi in her tracks. This enabled Brahma
duly complete his sacrifice and paved the way
for Lord Varadaraja’s emergence. That is how
the Lord in Thiru Vehka got His name Vegasethu.
Since He acceded to the request of Brahma
and saved his Yaga, the Lord here came to be
known as “Yathokthakaari”, meaning “He Who
complied with the directives of His devotee”.

The Divine protocol prescribes that one should
follow the Rule of the Supreme God as laid down
in the holy scriptures such as the Sruti (Vedas),
Smruti (Sasthras), etc. However, there are times,
as the one narrated above, when the Lord seeks
to show that He relishes switching ends and
abiding by the directives of His devotees. These
instances bring to the fore the Lord's quality
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called “saulabhya” (easy accessibility).

Another such fascinating episode, involving
Thirumazhisai Azhwar, reaffirms the Lord’s
above nature and name. Pallavaraya, the then
King of Kanchi, was enraged at the refusal of
Kanikannan (semiseimemien), a disciple of the
Azhwar, to sing his praise. He banished the
erring poet from his kingdom. The Azhwar,
who was staying in Thiru Vehka and rendering
kainkaryams to the Lord, also decided to leave
the town along with his disciple.

What’s more, he did not want even the Lord to
stay there. So he ordered the Lord to roll up His
bed (Aadhiseshan) and leave the town, which
the Lord complied with at once. The town was
doomed and untoward happenings ensued.

The king repented for his folly, came rushing the
next day to the Azhwar who was then staying
with the Lord at Orikkai (@fléens - @i @pey
@m&ma) on the outskirts of the town. He
profusely apologised to the Azhwar and pleaded
with him to come back to his place. Then
Thirumazhisai Azhwar asked the Lord to spread



Lord Yathokthakaari

His bed as before, which again, the Lord complied with.
He thus justified His name “Yathokthakaari” (Yatha Uktha
Kaari), which in Tamil means “C\gneiien eustoiemid OFwIG
Gugpomsn”..

The relevant paasuram (not part of the Divya Prabandham)
composed by Thirumazhisai Azhwar, addressing the reclining
Lord, is as follows:

senlasmenen CUTSlmTeN STOMLLH &8

enlleuemsmm 1 Sl és Geueroim - gewleyenLw

QebpTl Leveugnid BumdlenBmen Buyweigen

OUBBTEL LT &HLIs0lams.

The Azhwar promptly rephrased the
verse when cancelling his earlier
directive:

aenflaamemen GLTEOTAHHT6N
BMOHLYH S5

wenteusworemom 1 dlLés Coueimm(BL -
gleleyemL

OshBHTl Leveugud BLma0smHIHGs e
ez

UBBTBL LMl 6ilfggis0sme.

In a highlight of this hymn,
Swami Desika has incorporated
both the above episodes in Sloka
No. 5 (Chathuraanana). He says
that the Lord who ecarlier saved
Brahma’s Yaga and complied with
the commands of His devotees
(Bhakthimathaam), even  now
bestows all propitiousness on His
devotees. In a subtle reference to the
Azhwar episode, the author employs
the word “Bhakthimathaam”
to denote devotees, since
Thirumazhisai Azhwar is known as
“Bhakthisaara” in Sanskrit.

In the first Sloka, Sri Desika
describes the Lord of Thiru Vehka
and the Hasthigiri as one and the same
effulgent form, which incarnated on
its own and is the means and end of
all human endeavours.

Calling the Lord, “Kanchee-
Bhagyam” (the good fortune of
Kanchi) in the ninth verse, our
Acharya concludes the hymn
with the Phala Sruti that Lord
Yathokthakaari would comply with
all the demands of those who recite
this Sthothra with devotion, as He
has done in the past.

ar,

To be continued... %
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