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A Little Feat And Lockdown Times

FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

ur Desika Sandesam has completed 2 years with great support
O from devotees. Our special thanks to the Editorial Board for bringing
out the issues on time every month. We also thank the Printer and the
Designer.

Due to the unexpected Coronavirus attack, the entire India (in fact, the
whole World) is under lockdown and hence we could not bring out the
hard copy of the Saarvari-Chithirai issue. Hence, it is being released in
the form of e-book.

The pandemic has completely thrown the temple routine out of gear. With a
heavy heart, and in adherence to the Government Order, we have requested
the devotees not to visit the Temple until further orders are received. We
appreciate their understanding and co-operation in the matter.

In order to compensate for the loss of revenue to our Archakas and other
staff under the circumstances, the Devasthanam has given them a special
allowance. Sri Venu Srinivasan, Chairman, TVS Motors Limited, has
also provided financial assistance to the staff, in addition to his monthly
Sambhavana. We also thank Sri Natteri Srihari Swami and his Divya
Prabandham class members for their generous contribution towards the
same cause.

Meanwhile, we request everyone to pray to the Divya Dampathis for
the catastrophe to end and normalcy to restore. As suggested by our
Sampradaya Acharyas, keep reciting Sri Vishnu Sahasranamam and
Swami Desika's hymns like Sri Abhithi Sthavam and Sri Sudharsana
Ashtakam, etc.

We hope the virus and its evil effects vanish soon so that the Temple is
back to its vibrating self, filled with devotees.

On a brighter note, we wish you all a Happy Tamil New Year’s Day.
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3. Saranzig“athi Deepika

Sri U.Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

A;nomentous hymn of 59 Slokas extensively
ealing with the importance of Prapathi.
Singing the praise of Deepa Prakasa (Vilakkoli
Emperuman), this Sthothra has aptly been
named by Swami Desika himself as Saranagathi
Deepika.

Just as the light from a lamp obliterates the
darkness around, this Sthothra is a virtual torch
that wipes out the obscurity in our minds and
shows us the Saranagathi way.

This is a perfect case of the subject and the object
being made for each other and our Acharya, a
master composer, is not one to miss out on that.
The metaphorical treatment to the title in itself
lends an aesthetic poetic touch. Here, the Deepika
(figurative lamp) is connected to Saranagathi
while the Lord of the Light is waiting in all His
compassion for the deliverance of the devotees.

The name of the Divyadesam is Thiru-Thanka
(came to be known as Thooppul), a part of
Kancheepuram, which has the privilege of
being the Avathara Sthalam (native place) of our
great Acharya. So, this is a salutation by Swami
Desika to the Lord next door, really.

The temple is situated close by the river
Vegavathi. Mahalakshmi is known to have
manifested from a pond here called ‘Lakshmi
Saras’, assumed the name ‘Marakathavalli” and
secured the company of Lord Deepa Prakasa.

In the opening verse, the author says that, though
coming through his words in this hymn, the great
tradition of Saranagathi has been handed down
to us from none other than Sri Ramanuja through
his intimate disciple and cook Madaippalli
Aachaan. Hence it is called the ‘Madaippalli
Sampradayam’. An interesting parallel to this can
be drawn in Swami Desika’s Tamil Prabandham
‘Paramapadha Sopaanam’, also in the first verse.
‘GT@ QU IGSTITIT LDGW L_LILIGTGN b LDGRTLD GTBI%SGIT
UTigenguyer Loasestl Gg)’

After narrating beautifully the manifestation
of Piraatti in Sloka No. 4, the author, through
the work, throws light on many a crucial issue
entwining various aspects of Saranagathi, the
means of deliverance. Enlisted below are some
of the most important ones, with the Sloka
numbers in parentheses:

Sriman Narayana, together with His Consort,
being the principal entity; His supremacy to
everyone else and everything else in the universe;
He being the body and soul of everything (6, 7);
The importance of the six great primordial
virtues (i.e.) Jnana, Bala, Aiswarya, Veerya,
Sakthi and Tejas, which He alone possesses (8);
His principal stature in the hierarchy of
preceptors called Acharyas (9);

He being everything for the noble soul — mother,
father, brother, safe abode, friend and destination
(12);

All the six aspects of the Secret of His
incarnations (17);

His amazing quality called ‘Affability’
(Souseelyam) — mingling with even the lowliest
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of men/creature (like Guha, Sugriva, etc.),
without any discrimination whatsoever (18);
The types, salient features, different stages and
methods of Bhakthi Yoga, meaning constant
meditation and devotion to God (21 — 25);

The superiority, and more importantly,
practicability of Prapathi or Saranagathi (total
surrender) as compared with Bhakthi (26);

The five parts (Angaas) of Prapathi and the
parcel (Angi), that is, submission of the burden
27):

a. Avoiding what He dislikes

b. Always doing what He likes

c. Clear consciousness of one’s destituteness or
inability as regards anything

uf 65s aumf

gpwr! § Quidlu OruhbsHsMe SiTGSHESsNT
BOmes . simg SMan LSS Qareremmios
gy Osdldarean@ Cal@wAurws 26
Osme) wreuETWD LWEGD. GeeTen auTEILS
renenenien Qeflenn o qBL! g wHEMTENIGE
QUIHLON? QHSSTEID 6UTTS).

uh Gangmevgs

B N T N g S

d. Absolute and unwavering faith in one’s
redeemability through Him

e. Saying one’s decision to take His safe refuge
for salvation

f. Transferring the burden by entrusting the
responsibilities with Him

The post-Prapathi services one must render to the

Lord and His devotees (30, 31, 35);

The mode of exit of the soul from the body (37);

The route called Archiraadhi Maarga, through
which He leads the Prapanna to His abode.
Escorts called ‘Aathivaahikaas’ help the soul
through Fire, Day, Sukla Paksha, Uththaraayana,
Year, Wind, Sun, Moon, Lightning, Varuna, Indra
and Brahma, to Sri Vaikunta (39);

The liberated souls (Mukthaas) attaining
utmost equality with Him in terms of the bliss
experienced therein (40);

The pitfalls of materialistic and sensual pleasures
and the need to stay detached from them (56).

This classic work composed on Deepa Prakasa
enlightening about the Lord’s identity, His
demeanor, the means of deliverance called
Saranagathi, its supremacy, the post-Prapathi
life of a Prapanna, etc., is an essential lesson for
everyone. Reciting this will, no doubt, destroy
the dense darkness of ignorance in the minds of
the people and bestow them with the feet of the
Lord

1o be continued...
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