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Desika Darsanam

(A peek into the collection of Swami Desika's 28 Sthothras)

Sri U.Ve. Natteri Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

Preamble

Sri Vedantha Desika, one of the premier Acharyas
of our Sampradhaya, was born in the year 1268 A.D.
at Thooppul, a part of Kancheepuram (about 75 kms
from Chennai). He is considered as an incarnation
of the Divine Bell (of the Lord of Thirumala), a
fact well corroborated by his extra-ordinary, multi-
faceted genius which manifested in the form of an
astounding array of literary treasure.

Scholars aver that it is impossible not to get awe-
struck by the remarkable appeal his works make
for, his mastery over the nuances of the language
(whether Sanskrit or Tamil) and the sheer volume
and range of his works. It is not often that quality
and quantity go together, but in our Acharya's case
it would seem that they had but to compromise to
forge an awesome combination.

Veritable lion

Swami Desika is a veritable lion amongst poets and
logicians (Kavi-Tharkika Simham), a colossus in
philosophy of Sri Vaishnavism and a prolift author.
He has composed Sthothras, philosophical play,
morals, Rahasya Granthas, epics, astronomical
treatise, etc., numbering over 120.

His Sthothras are unique in form and substance.
They are the outpourings of a pious and devoted
heart in all its earnestness. Devotion is the nucleus
of these works, and humility, the hallmark. His
commitment to the philosophy born out of an
unassailable conviction is written all over them.

We should consider it as a matter of great privilege
that we live in an era in which we have ample
opportunity to familiarise, learn and study the
master's great works. But, unfortunately, not too
many of us have the needed time, awareness or the
inclination for this, as we are caught in the vicious
cycle of mechanical, worldly life.

In a humble endeavour and with a view to helping
people break free from the mundaneness, it is
proposed to publish, from this issue, a series named
Desika Darsanam — a peek into the collection of
the Acharya's 28 Sthothras. Those of us who are
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already conversant with them in varying degrees,
can refresh and have our experience enriched.

The objective of the effort is to make people
understand the greatness of Sri Desika through
his hymns. As such, we are not going into the
commentary or translation of them. Instead, we
shall deal with the signifcance, background, salient
features, interesting anecdotes, and benediction
(Phala Sruthi) of each Sthothra.

We shall begin the series with Sri Hayagriya
Sthothram and cover one or two hymn(s) per issue.
Let us not stop with just reading this column, but
follow it up with learning the Slokas and knowing
their meanings, which will stand us in good stead.

Each of these hymns is unique in its own way and
capable of granting auspiciousness if recited. Did
Pillai Lokacharyar not say in his Thaniyan that
prosperity beckoned those who learned even a
single work of Swami Desika? - &olynesimy gmiied
FHmGoumisL_(pewwmer . . . eunGeorpliGLmDeTayD
QUMLDeY.
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I. Sri Hayagriva Sthothram

Sri U.Ve. Natteri Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

ri Hayagriva Sthothram, which sings the praise of Lord

Hayagriva and invokes his grace, is not only the frst
of Swami Desika's hymns but also a must for everyone.
Hayagriva (Haya translates to horse and Griva to neck,
meaning the 'horse-necked') is considered as the 'God of
Knowledge'.

Knowledge is the fulcrum of all virtues and it elevates the
state of human mind. It is such a unique element that if once
possessed, no external force can do any damage to it. So,
it is perceived as the foremost among all wealth — others
are subject to possible destruction. It is only in the finess
of things that our Acharya began his divine journey of
hymn-singing with this Sthothra.

Legend hasitthat when there was asevere crisis to the survival
of the Vedas, Lord Vishnu took the form of Hayagriva, and
restored the treasure and gave them to Brahma. With face
that of a horse and human body, this incarnation possesses
four hands, the right hands sporting the Chakra and sign
of wisdom (Jnana Mudhra) and the left holding the conch
and book. He is seated on the white lotus with a crystal-
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like complexion and is an embodiment of
knowledge and Pranava (Omkara) and an
abode of unbridled compassion for His
devotees.

The day of Hayagriva's incarnation is
given as Aavani Sravanam (Thiruvonam).
Little wonder that Desika, who shares the
Star with his favourite deity, himself is an
epitome of knowledge in all its resplendent
radiance.

None less than Garuda, one who has
the Vedas as his soul (Vedaathma), initiated
our Acharya into the Hayagriva-Mantra
on the Aushadha Giri (the Mountain of
Medicine) in Thiruvahindrapuram, a place
near Cuddalore (about 190 kms from
Chennai). Sri Desika chanted the Mantra
repeatedly and no sooner than he perfected
it, a pleased Hayagriva presented Himself
before our Acharya and poured his grace
on him.

Sri Desika worshipped Lord Hayagriva in
his Nithya Aradhana (daily worship). That
is why, an idol of Lord Hayagriva is also
installed wherever Desika's is.

Sri  Hayagriva Sthothram comprises
33 Slokas (including the phala sruti), a
majority of them being very simple and in
fbwing style.

Some of the highlights of the work:

% In the famous opening Sloka
(Jnaanaanandhamayam Devam),
Swami Desika offers his salutation
as he describes the attributes of the
deity: "We worship the horse-necked
Lord Hayagriva who is the very
personiftation of knowledge and bliss,
whose form is like an unblemished
crystal and who is the source of all
kinds of learning."

¢ "l surrender unto Lord Hayagriva
whose solid form is absolutely pure and
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an epitome of knowledge, who has taken a vow
to grant supreme knowledge (to His devotees),
who is the very source of compassion and the
refuge of all living beings." — Sloka No. 5
(Visudhdha Vignaana).

In Sloka No. 7 (Dhaakshinya Ramya) Sri
Hayagriva is referred as the benefactor of even
Dhakshinamurthi (a form of Shiva), Saraswathi
and Vyasa, reputed to be repositories of
knowledge. They are what they are only

bESTSSTpeUT6HT
() @zperter Fmoenyuiled
2yml Carewraperer wWibSrS5S5e0,
T Smsmsseflbd Fiig,

55D, eflev, Caril, 2_c0&ms,
SIS, Hws, Frwenry Cumsirp
Spugrisemer ahbElblerm)
Ligsré&Sermmenr.
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because of the aura and power that Hayagriva
has blessed them with, avers the author.

Swami Desika's resolve to triumph over
scholars of other ideologies and establish Sri
Ramanuja's philosophy takes the form of a
personal application to Lord Hayagriya, as
he says, "O Lord, May You be seated on the
throne — that is, the tip of my tongue — for,
I am desirous of conquering the best of poets
and logicians in philosophical debates presided
over by profound scholars!" — Sloka No. 28
(Visesha Vith).

The penultimate Sloka (Vyakhya Mudhraam)
is the Dhyana Sloka in which Sri Desika
contemplates the deity and describes the form,
hue and posture of the 'God of Knowledge' and
prays for His appearance, which the Lord was
all too pleased to oblige to.

The Phala Sruthi in the fnal verse says that those
who recite Hayagriva Sthothram with devotion
would be blessed with true knowledge and
profriency in speech and poesy. Offering cardamom
garland to Hayagriva, especially on Thursdays, is
considered very special. Children and others who
seek academic excellence would do well to worship
Lord Hayagriva and recite this Sthothra.

To be continued...
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Pushpa Narasimhan & S. Narasimhan & Family
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SVDD thanks Smt. Pushpa Narasimhan & Sri S. Narasimhan & Family

for sponsoring this month's issue of Desika Sandesam
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