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Sri Vedantha Desikar Devasthanam's
'Kamala Thothadri Hall' (A/C),

a new Multi-purpose Facility for
conducting small functions, upanyasams,
music programmes, etc., available for
rent at No. 25/13, Chitrakulam South
Street, Mylapore Chennai - 600 004.

I

Further details can be had at the temple office.
0 +91 77086 53799,
& :044-24953799,
044-43863747.
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Divine Ambience, Devoted Service: The Festive Aura Continues

FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

ith the divine grace of Sri Alarmelmanganayika Sametha Sri Srinivasa Perumal and the boundless

blessings of Sri Vedantha Desikan, the Acharya’s Vaarshika Utsavam and Pavitra Utsavam, the
annual purification ritual, concluded on a deeply fulfilling note at our Devasthanam. The celebrations were
marked by a divine ambience and typical grandeur, made possible through the excellent coordination of
the various wings of the Devasthanam. We extend our heartfelt gratitude to the Archakas, Maniyakarars,
Madaippalli staff, Office staff, Ubhaya Veda goshti, Sripadam kainkaryam, among others. We hereby record
our sincere thanks to all the kainkaryaparas who contributed immensely to make this possible.

Ahighlight of the Pavitrotsava Mahapurnahuthi was the gracious presence of HH Poundarikapuram Srimath
Andavan Srinivasagopala Mahadesikan. His Holiness was duly received with temple honours, and his
participation during the Homam, Parayanam and Maha Purnahuthi, added significance to the occasion.

The Trustees wish to record their heartfelt appreciation for the exemplary service rendered by the Sri Vaishnava
Sripatham Kainkaryam Association during the 10-day annual festival. The kainkaryaparas discharged this
responsibility with remarkable devotion, discipline, and dignity, and this greatly enhanced the sanctity and
solemnity of the occasion.

It is this spirit of selfless service, a hallmark of the various kainkaryaparas, that sustains the spiritual
atmosphere of our Devasthanam, while bringing great joy to the large number of devotees who participated
in the utsavam.

Navaratri and Peyazhwar Utsavam

Currently, the Navaratri Utsavam (Oct. 12 to 20) and the 10-day Peyazhwar Utsavam (Oct. 13 to 22) are
underway, continuing the festive aura of the Devasthanam.

The Navaratri festival is one which is looked forward to with eagerness. Each day, Perumal and Thayar
are decorated in the manner resembling the Divya Dampathis of various Divyadesams like Srirangam,
Thiruvenkatam, Kancheepuram, Thiruvaheendrapuram, Thirukkudandhai and Thiruvallur, and taken in
procession in a majestic and leisurely gait inside the temple (Pathi Ulaathal), leading up to Oonjal. The
Asthanam at Kannadi Arai also provides the devotees with a wonderful experience. The nine-day festival
concludes with Mahanavami, and Vijaya Dasami the next day is just an extension.

Peyazhwar, as the readers would be aware, is the ‘Son of the Soil” as Thirumayilai is the place of his Avathara.
‘Thamizh-thalaivan’, as fondly referred to by Thiruvarangathu Amudhanar, the Azhwar was the one who first
revealed the darsan of Sriman Narayana at Thirukkovalur, exclaiming ‘Thirukkanden, ponmeni kanden’. A
fitting and elaborate 10-day celebration with daily purappadu, thirumanjanam, sevakalam and Satrumurai
will culminate on his Thirunakshatram day (Aippasi-Sathayam).

Thirumanjanam for Utsava Murthi of Garudan

The Utsava murthi of Garudan was consecrated during the Maha Samprokshanam in March this year, allowing
devotees the opportunity to undertake or sponsor ]

Thirumanjanam to Vainatheya, the epitome of the
Vedas. The first Thirumanjanam after consecration was | \we gre pleased to inform you that Sri
performed on August 17. Plans are on the anvil to have | \/edantha Desikar Devasthanam now has
regular such Thirumanjanam; several Ubhayadhars | 5 mobile number for the convenience of
benefited from the event held on October 11 and | devotees and Ubhayadhars, in addition
received the grace of Sri Garudan. to the two Landline numbers. The mobile
number is +91 77086 53799. Kindly note

Praying the Divya Dampathis and Swami Desika to S
the same for future communication.

bestow their unbounded grace on all the devotees. &
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Desika Sandesam has introduced a special
Matrimonial Column in the magazine as a
free service to our society. Interested parents
may share the details of prospective brides
and bridegrooms. Parents who wish to
participate may kindly furnish the details at
the temple office in advance so that they can
be included in the upcoming issue.

s
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Important Tenets Of Our Sampradaya

A Thousand Names — Gateway Of Infinite Grace

Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

he fact that Sriman Narayana is The Supreme has

been unequivocally established by Sri Vaishnava
Acharyas, drawing extensively from the Vedas,
Saasthras, Ithihaasas, Puranas and other time-tested
scriptures. He is the means and end of all beings. He
is the protector and benefactor of the whole world.
His auspicious virtues @méseownsmr Geuomuse) are
countless and His glory limitless.
Perhaps, because of this, the Lord has given us a
Thousand Names (Sahasra Naamam) of His through
Bhishma for us to sing His greatness, at least to
some extent. The grandsire was in his deathbed after
having been pierced by arrows all over the body in
the Kurukshethra war. He was waiting for the advent
of Utharaayanam to breathe his last. The power of
his will and penance helped him stay alive till such
time Dakshinaayanam gave way to Utharaayanam.

It was during this period that Bhishma composed
the famous Vishnu Sahasranaamam and Bhishma
Sthuthi and they formed part of the Mahabharatha
as narrated by sage Vyasa.

With Bhishma's death, an era of great wisdom and
knowledge was about to come to an end. Hence,
Krishna advised Yudhishtira to seek Bhishma's
counsel on any and all aspects of life. The resultant
dialogue was witnessed by both Vyasa and Krishna.

Yudhishtira posed questions such as 'Who is the
ultimate Supreme reality', 'by worshipping whom a
man attains salvation' and 'what is the easiest way by
which mankind can get everlasting happiness, eternal
peace and become free from misery and sorrow'.
Bhishma's only answer to all these questions was
'Vishnu' and he mentioned thousand names of the
Lord, in the process. This is the origin of Sahasra
Naamam.

The uniqueness of these names is that even any of
these names will bestow as much auspiciousness
as the Lord Himself. The names are as powerful as
their owner.

Reciting and even hearing the masterpiece
comprising the Lord's glorious names eradicates all
evils and bestows auspiciousness. The significance
of 'Naama Sankeerthanam' was derived from this.
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Naama Sankeerthanam, in turn, will eventually pave
the way for the ultimate goal — Saranaagathi. That
is why the Lord's names are held in such high esteem
in our Sampradaya.

Azhwars and our Acharyas have expressed the
greatness of the Lord's names in no uncertain terms.
As many as nine Azhwars have sung the glory of
these great names. The following is a sample list:

Poigai Azhwar

.. SHUIMD GUITE Q\FRIGETT STLTENETTS: W& CFMIDSEHSTEL.
(Mudhal Thiruvanthaadhi - 65)

"Karmas will not occur on those who worship the
Lord with a thousand names."

.[Bmpgseo gagdtreo memy. (Mudhal Thiruvanthaadhi
-70)

"If You can praise Him by singing His names, it is
well done."

Bhuthath-Azhwar

EHTEVTSHHMED  HETGEWINBHSH [HNICUOT6N SH63T  [BLDIRISHSIT. .
(Irandaam Thiruvanthaadhi - 2)

"If we chant with knowledge Narayana and His many
other names, it will secure us a place beside Him."

Peyazhwar

HEMob L6 6smeded  mromuesorm  erstrmy... (Moonraam
Thiruvanthaadhi - 8)

"Let us praise Him with folded hands, chanting
Narayana and His many other names."

Thirumazhisai Azhwar

aFell6E GeTUTaG D 6FHRSHERIDTE [BHIDLD...
(Naanmukan Thiruvanthaadhi - 69)

"Sweet to the ears are the Lord's Names."

...[BetT BHMDGHWID Getertelseien cusvsod Sieoev... (Thiru-
chandha Viruththam - 13)

We are incapable of knowing You by any one
particular name (of the many)...

Nammazhwar

...&evllufletTenouilest SmpSSM SleUiLiuT GLIT6L S(BBILDSEIEFTE0
shmen@w. (Thiruvirutham - 64)

"We too, not quite blessed with ripe fruit, that is,

the Rug Veda, bit (learned) raw fruit, that is, the
Lord's names."
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SILIT 6WIM6dT (pleuimenesr SHuld GUITenewTeh LI SHleuiLd
wngt Vgeuns eeustser... (Periya Thiruvanthaadhi
-70)

"One with a thick golden crown and a thousand
names... I regarded Him as my mother and father"
..Gu@eL @Imuigd 19D L 2 6wLWl  ETDEILIHLDMEDT. .
(Thiruvaimozhi 1-3-4)

"The Lord who has a thousand different names."
...LIEWIMBIOSTET  SHTEIHEWTILITET  SIBBHMIDD  LiguiiGeor...
(Thiruvaimozhi 4-1-8)

"Recite the names of the one on the hooded serpent."
...umeli leustt mmo 656 EwmeonGw. (Thiruvaimozhi
10-5-5)

"If you sing His names you can secure liberation."
BEUITEUUNI6VTLD  [BITITITUIEOOTEW6NT  [BILDMBIGET  LI6D  6)&me060...
(Thiruvaimozhi 10-6-3)

"We attained Narayana by chanting His many
names."

Periyazhwar

..O\BTEWILE GevsPed 2 6itafil aubg g OBMRS Spulm
mmob eemeved... (Periyazhwar Thirumozhi 1-1-5)

"Those of you who are in the lineage of devotees, fall
at His feet chanting His thousand names."

...BEVEUEMEILITED [HELDIT [BIMLIETONT 6T63TM)| [HMLDLD Lied LigeA...
ueoeoneir® samieuGerr. (Periyazhwar Thirumozhi
1-1-11)

"I shall, in the right way, chant Your name Narayana...
and wish You well."

..@euTGs [HGIDIT  [BII6TOT  eT60TMIEh <G|  ETEUTESEME
urefl mGen. (Periyazhwar Thirumozhi 5-1-6)

"The day on which I didn't chant Namo Narayana...
is a day of starving for me."

Andal

...LDLDITLIEHT LDITS6UEHT EDEUGHSEIT 6I6TENEN| [HTLDLD LiedeyLd
mefleit@mGeor enbureumit. (ThirupPaavai - 9)

"Chant His many names such as Maamaayan,
Madhavan, Vaikunthan, etc."

Thondar AdipPodi Azhwar

...[bI&GLD &EUTHINGLD [HIDMRIGST 2 e»Lwl [HDLW...

(Thirumaalai - 12)

"The Lord has names which can turn even the hell
into the heaven."

Thirumangai Azhwar

...8eowCuissT Guisemmuigd upefl Betimy S OFTEPLD
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98 essmy vl emepGs. (Periya Thirumozhi
1-2-8)

"0, heart, reach ThirupPiridhi, where the celestials
chant the Lord's thousand names and surrender unto
His feet."

..Guir puWigepd @sWerser (Periya Thirumozhi
1-5-10)

"Chant the thousand names."

mmob ueveyapewL mmmesor mb... (Periya Thirumozhi
10-8-4)

"Narayana is the Lord with many names..."
...Gupmerett  Gupment  GUTEST SHUITTRISEHGL GUETHSGET.
(Periya Thirumozhi 11-6-5)

"Say the thousand names of the Lord."

That Madhurakavi Azhwar and ThirupPaan Azhwar
do not figure in the above list is not surprising - the
former sung only on Satakopa, his Acharya, and
the latter got immersed in the narration of Lord
Ranganatha's form. However, Kulasekhara Azhwar's
absence is a matter of intrigue.

Of course, the above is not an all-inclusive list and
contains only some of the impromptu references
emphasising the importance of the Lord's names.
There are a few decades dedicated to the greatness
of His names, such as, Guminiun® (Periyazhwar
Thirumozhi 2-3), smewb sewpwen. (Periyazhwar
Thirumozhi 4-6), eumeGewtesr eume (Periya Thirumozhi
1-1), Gsseusir swir (Thiruvoymozhi 2-7), etc.

Sri Andal's penchant for the Dwaadasa Naamas
is evident as she has sprinkled them all through
Naachiyaar Thirumozhi and, of course, Thiruppaavai
in excess of 40 places in all. An analysis would
reveal that all except Vishnu occur in Naachiyaar
Thirumozhi, some of them a number of times. The
term Vishnu has been used only as a reference to
herself, as the daughter of Vittuchithar (as signature)
in the final verses of some of the decades.

It may be noted that our elders have held that we
should recite particular names of the Lord before
some of our routines — Hari as we wake up, Govinda
before we eat, Kesava when we start out, Madhava
when we go to bed, etc.

Let us all call out the Lord's name as many times as
possible during our daily routines, besides chanting
the Sahasra Naamam regularly and receive the
benefits accruing from it.

(to be continued...)
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Swami Desika — Master of Analogy @

100 Gems from Srimath Rahasya-thraya Saaram

Smt. Padmalatha Sridharan, Chennai

Analogical Gems 31 to 35

31. How a person rejoices upon seeing well-wishers,
how he is apprehensive of his enemies and is
indifferent towards others (Saasthreeya Niyamana
Adhikaaram):

SIBIFR606DTE SHEWTLITED FHIH GeNrDNHeHensTLl GLTeoeLD,
Bevey QOGeiTmed GuUMeLED, SiNDG 6l Opuirki &6
GumevalldD 2 &bE eUTSSILINET. LIIHsneoemnTs SH6wrLTed
evlLngfeemeTs  serLmHCUTGe Qeubell  auigSLiLImesT.
SHBILILIEDT SHEVITLITEL SiTeipl Gevreigl THEHEeITE S6vorLMHELNGED
Smeveussfeg eugdSlimesr.

In this chapter, Swami Desika teaches us the 'Art of
Living', so to say, as per Sri Ramanuja's philosophy.
He reproduces verbatim Sri Bhashyakaara's final
words before leaving for Sri Vaikunta -- A Prapanna
has to spend his life learning and teaching Sri
Bhashyam, Divya Prabandham, doing temple
Kainkaryams, meditating upon Dhvaya Manthra,
etc. as far as his capabilities would permit.

He will come across three types of people during his
everyday life; namely, Bhagavathas/well-wishers
(Sri Vaishnavas), those who hate God and those who
don't fall into either of these categories. How does
one behave towards them?

Upon seeing Bhagavathas he should rejoice like he
is experiencing a soothing sandal paste, fragrant
flowers, soft moonlight, cool breeze, etc. The second
category of people warrant fear like serpents and
wild animals. He should be indifferent towards
ignorant people who form the third category, as one
would be upon noticing small sticks or pebbles in the
pathway. If these people show signs of interest, he
might teach them the Concepts of Reality. If not, he
should always be patient towards them and pity them
reflecting upon what they are missing out on. (This
can be taken as a cue as to how a Prapanna should
conduct himself towards relatives and friends).

32. How an emperor would hate it if his son is
insulted in his presence (Saasthreeya Niyamana
Adhikaaram):
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Now, Swami Desika explains the consequences
vide three interesting analogies (starting with this
one) if the three categories of people are not treated

appropriately as prescribed above.

If Bhagavathas are ill-treated, the Lord becomes
furious as they are His favourite children. So, if
a Prapanna harms Bhagavathas for any reason
whatsoever, he would incur the wrath of the Lord
as surely as would one who insults the prince in the
presence of the emperor.

33. How an emperor would feel compromised if his
wife were to beg from others (Saasthreeya Niyamana
Adhikaaram):
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If for any material reason, a Prapanna serves a person
who hates God, it is similar to an emperor's wife
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begging lowly commoners, which would seriously
compromise the position of the emperor. Wouldn't
he hate his wife then?

Similarly, a Prapanna is like a Royal Consort and
has to behave in a befitting manner. When he has the
Lord on his side, why would he need mere mortals
or even other smaller deities? It would be viewed by
the Lord with total disfavour if the Prapanna were
to switch loyalties.

34. How an ignorant person cannot differentiate
between a gem and a coloured stone (Saasthreeya
Niyamana Adhikaaram):
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If a Prapanna has to serve an ignorant person
immersed in worldly pleasures, the Lord would
conclude that the knowledge which made him
perform Prapathi was not followed through and
he would be deemed as an incompetent person
who cannot differentiate between a gem and an
ordinary stone. Irrespective of their status in society,
Bhagavathas are the ones to be respected and served
by the Prapanna.

35. How a person is let off with a thorn bite instead
of a spear bite (Aparadha Parihaara Adhikaaram):
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In this chapter, Swami Desika enumerates the things
to be done by the Prapanna to right the wrongs
that may possibly have been committed by him.
It is comforting to note that through this analogy,
the Acharya first assures us that we would not be
punished — deservingly — once we have been

—

accepted throug ‘ Prapaihi.

Like the king who hands out differing punishments to
various offenders taking into account their physical
capabilities, workplace, relationship to him, etc., the
Lord, with his inexhaustible quality of mercy, gives
us a small punishment disproportionate to the nature
of our offence — say a prick with a thorn instead
of a plunge of the spear. A blind or lame person, a
person who works in the queen's boudoir, a servant
who carries the royal flag, etc. are dealt with leniently
by the king and their crimes are pardoned with
whipping, suspension, excommunication, etc. as
the case may warrant, instead of capital punishment.
So, if it appears that a Prapanna is suffering from
certain misfortunes during his life, it is only to save
him from worse and to prevent him from committing
further offences.a

(to be continued...)
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