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Sri Vedantha Desikar Devasthanam's
'Kamala Thothadri Hall',

a new Multi-purpose Facility for
conducting small functions, upanyasams,
music programmes, etc., available for
rent at No. 25/13, Chitrakulam South
Street, Mylapore Chennai - 600 004.

I

Further details can be had at the temple office.
0 +91 77086 53799,
& :044-24953799,
044-43863747.
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From Aavani To Purattasi: A Season Of Divine Grace

FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

ith the divine grace of Sri Alarmelmanga Nayika Sametha Sri Srinivasa Perumal and Lord Sri Lakshmi
Hayagrivar, and the boundless blessings of Sri Vedanta Desikan, we are pleased to share the sacred
happenings during the earlier month and forthcoming festivals of our Devasthanam with all devotees.

The month of Aavani was one of immense spiritual richness, filled with observances that deepened our bond
with the Lord and His devotees. The month witnessed the grand celebration of Thiruvaadippooram, the
holy Avathara day of Andal, followed the next day by the Oorkola Utsavam. Devotees gathered in large
numbers to witness the exchange of garlands by Perumal and Andal, and Thirukkalyanam and recall the
divine mission of Kodhai Nachiyar, whose devotion and surrender to the Lord remains the very essence of
our Sampradayam.

The Kadai Sravanam was observed with devotion as the last monthly Sravanam Utsavam for Swami
Desikan before his Vaarshika Utsavam in Purattasi. The Hayagriva Jayanthi on the same day added to the
divine fervour. In connection with the Yajur Upakarma, an Adhyayana Homam was conducted in the
temple premises as is the tradition, invoking the blessings of the Lord for the preservation and propagation
of the Vedas.

The Srijayanthi celebration, marking the Avathara day of Lord Krishna, was observed with great fervour,
and the Uriyadi Utsavam the following day delighted devotees young and old alike, reminding us of the
Lord's playful yet profound leelas.

As we enter the auspicious month of Purattasi, the Devasthanam eagerly awaits the grand celebration of
Swami Desikan Saatrumurai which falls on September 22 this year. In fact, the 10-day Vaarshika Utsavam
for our Acharya has already begun and will culminate in Purattasi Sravanam. This is the most sacred
occasion for all Srivaishnavas belonging to Sri Sampradayam, as we commemorate the Avathara of our
Acharya, whose works, numbering well over a hundred, continue to illuminate the path of Prapatthi. Soon
after, the seven-day Pavitrotsavam, a purification utsavam, will be conducted to cleanse and sanctify the
temple and its premises. We are sure, the devotees are eagerly looking forward to this as well.

This year, Navaratri will be celebrated separately towards the end of Purattasi, unlike the usual practice of
it coinciding with the Swami Desikan Utsavam. The 10-day Peyazhwar Utsavam will also begin towards
the end of Purattasi, offering devotees an opportunity to partake in the divine grace of the Azhwar, whose
birth place is Thirumayilai. The Azhwar Satrumurai (Aippasi-Sathayam) will be preceded by those of the
other two Azhwars — Poigai Azhwar and Bhuthat-Azhwar — on the preceding days.

We humbly seek the continued patronage, support, and cooperation of all donors, devotees, and well-wishers.
Your generosity alone enables the Devasthanam to carry forward its spiritual, cultural, and renovation
activities smoothly.

May the Anugraham of Lord Sri Alarmelmanga Nayika Sametha Sri Srinivasa Perumal, Sri Peyazhwar and

ar.

Sri Vedantha Desikan, always guide us on the path of knowledge, devotion, and dharma. viv

Mobile Phone for Devasthanam

We are pleased to inform you that Sri Vedantha Desikar Devasthanam now has a mobile number
for the convenience of devotees and Ubhayadhars, in addition to the two Landline numbers.
The mobile number is +91 77086 53799. Kindly note the same for future communication.
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Vivaaha Obandesam
(Matrimonial column)

Bride wanted

K. Sundar and Usha Sundar (Vadakalai
Iyengar - Bharadwaja gothram) are seeking
alliance for their son Shyam Sundar (1987
born / Swathi star / 5' 1"). The groom, B.E.,
MBA / Insurance broking in Chennai, is one
of the twins and his twin brother is married.
Any degree-holding, working girl preferred.
Contact No: 98407 93507. /_
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Important Tenets Of Our Sampradaya

Sarva-Thanthra Swathanthra — A Versatile Genius And More

Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

It is celebration time again at our Devasthanam
and elsewhere where there are Swami Desika’s
devotees. We are in the middle of the 10-day annual
festival that culminates in the grand Saatrumurai on
his Thirunakshathram day (Purattaasi-Sravanam)
which falls on September 22 this year. The focus
and fervour are no less intensive this year.

The devotee’s day is made with the majestic processions
of the Acharya. The daily Thirumanjanam, chanting
of the Vedas and recitation of Divya Prabandham,
and the daily Saatrumurais make it a great treat
for all. Add to this the Thadheeyaaraadhanam, the
sumptuousness is replete.

This provides a perfect backdrop to reminisce on
our illustrious Acharya. This Note takes a peek at
the awards he received in his life time, especially,
‘Sarva-Thanthra Swathanthra’ which was conferred
on him by none less than Periya Piraatti. The others
are ‘Vedanthacharya’ from Lord Ranganatha Himself
and ‘Kavi-Thaarkika Simham’ from his peers.

Kumara Varadacharya — disciple-son of Sri Desika
— records this in the opening verse of Desika
Mangalam thus:

sVUSHST 6V6USHSIT eflbammul &efl eurSmLD!
GaugNHSTEFTTW eumLmL GaurhisGLEMUI  LDMhIS6TLD!!
Normally, we see that accolades and awards make
the recipient proud. But in Swami Desika’s case, one
must say that it is the awards which would have felt
blessed. They simply sat snugly on his shoulders.

‘Vedanthacharya’ means ‘Master of philosophy’
and ‘Kavi-Thaarkika Simham’ translates into ‘Lion
amongst poets and logicians’. The former was
handed to him by the Lord, who was overwhelmed by
his great works for the cause of Sri Sampradaya and
the latter was an acknowledgement by co-scholars
of his matchless proficiency in poesy and debates.

But the title ‘Sarva-Thanthra Swathanthra’ is as much
interesting as it is unique. A number of incidents
in Swami Desika’s life testify to the fact that the
accolade was destined to adorn him. He was such a
great master of all arts that Ranga Naachiyar could
not resist acclaiming him with an all-encompassing
accolade like that.
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Some well-known incidents in the Acharya’s life that
fully justify Periya Piraatti’s sweeping gesture, are
strung together here.

Once, when Swami Desika was in Thiruvaheendra
Puram, a mason challenged him to build a well with
the bricks supplied by him which were uneven and
coarse. The Acharya was equal to the task as he
completed the well with the same bricks with finesse.
This wondrous well is still there for all to see.

At Kanchi, a snake charmer dared him to tame
his snakes which he let out of his baskets. Swami
simply drew a few lines and all snakes but one
stopped in their strides. The lone snake advanced
towards him dangerously but when he chanted the
Garuda Manthra, an eagle suddenly flew in from
nowhere and picked up all the snakes. Having lost
his livelihood, the charmer apologised and prostrated
before the Acharya. He composed Garuda Dandakam
and the eagle came down and dropped all the snakes
and flew away. A relieved charmer thanked him
profusely and conceded defeat.

During a pilgrimage towards the South, Swami
Desika had to stay in a village with his deity
Hayagriva. During midnight, a merchant came
running to him and told him that a white horse was
causing havoc to the grains in his warehouse and
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that he was helpless. Swami understood that it was
the act of Lord Hayagriva and offered milk to his
deity. The horse disappeared at once and the heap of
grains was saved. The merchant became his devotee
and thenceforth became prosperous.

A poor bachelor once approached Swami Desika
and sought financial help for his marriage. It was a
time when our Acharya himself was living in penury.
However, he wanted to somehow help the young
man. He took the bachelor to the Thayar Sannidhi
and spontaneously composed the hymn Sri Sthuthi.
It started raining gold coins everywhere and the
ever-ascetic Acharya asked the groom to take all of
it and blessed him.

Once, a sculptor had the audacity to test Swami’s
skills in his art. He told the Acharya that he
would make the base of Swami Desika’s idol and
that Swami himself was to carve out the form
(Thirumeni). Both completed their assigned tasks but
the sculptor was unable to fix the form to the base.
He tried to overcome the problem by chiselling the
idol but to his hor ror saw Swami’s body bleed. The
sculptor realised his folly and apologised for his act.
Swami Desika rectified the error in the base and fixed
the idol. The idol came out so exquisitely that Swami
embraced it with joy and gave it to his son. Later, it
was installed in the Thiruvaheendra Puram temple
and it is the one which all of us worship even today.

Composing extra-ordinary philosophical works

establishing Visishtaadvaita was among the very
purposes of his birth. Therefore, his astounding
feats such as mastering of all studies before he
was 20, composing the masterpiece Paadhuka
Sahasram overnight, effortlessly winning numerous
debates with scholars of alien faiths, etc. do not find
elaboration above.

But what is truly amazing is that someone who
was entrenched in tradition and orthodoxy, as our
Acharya was, could possess such an expertise in
different fields and conquer all-comers. The only
explanation for this is the fact that Swami Desika was
a divine incarnation of Venkatesa, the Lord of Seven
Hills. Thus, he is much more than a versatile genius.

Let us salute and celebrate the colossus even as we
marvel at his greatness!

(to be continued...)
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Swami Desika — Master of Analogy @

100 Gems from Srimath Rahasya-thraya Saaram

Smt. Padmalatha Sridharan, Chennai

Analogical Gems 26 to 30

26. How one has to follow the rules of the game
even when it is played for fun (Utharakruthya
Adhikaaram):

SissmIulGen iIbs GCFHFH5zHsGL GuTs QLD
umgSmuLnt, Benenisg GLING eflL6leuretotetons LiwiLbS
SupE5560 SUOINGS, Geustongent LDIIRB6D HeWEVEHEL BENSHEHES
ALITe eflamm Sus55G0 SPBSTID, Sups STensIgEe
LeGW SRHILNGs s@hel emeus@GLMI GLTG6D

This is a fantastic analogy and Swami Desika paints
a beautiful word-picture of the way Prapannas have
to conduct themselves after Prapathi. It is a given
that Prapannas have to do Kainkaryams without
aspiring for anything as the Kainkaryams themselves
are the end rather than the means but it is extremely
important to bear in mind that the Kainkaryams
should be done according to the Saasthras only.
Further, they should be undertaken relishingly and
not as cumbersome duty.

For example, some people are sitting on the banks of
the river awaiting the ferry to arrive from the other
side and to while away the time, indulge in a game
of cards or chess. If they were playing for money,
they would not be able to quit as and when the boat
arrives. So, they would ideally be playing for fun
without stakes. Still, can they play mindlessly and
in a haphazard manner? No. They would still have
to comply with the rules of the game.

Similarly, Prapannas have a reserved place in
Vaikuntam, across the Viraja River and they are
awaiting the day of the Lord's Will for them to cross
the ocean of Samsara. However, as long as their
earthly sojourn is not ended, they have to play by
the rules of the game, i.¢., follow the path shown by
the Saasthras.

That way, there will not be any delay once the day of
reckoning approaches unlike the case wherein people
do Kainkaryams to the Lord to get material things
(In which case, the Karmas have to be continued till
their fruition, like the game with stakes).

27. How a healthy person with a balanced diet enjoys
the sweetness of milk much more than a person in ill-
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health who has been advised to drink it for medicinal
purposes (Utharakruthya Adhikaaram):

W5 uflapmonissons safTGaeneal  LIGeDIaITenTLl
BureoenTM &8s DHWSH OLUSDTRT RET6SHS5STE6
SiefleolbL NSNS  SHCIMSUID  ELDMEUTEHST LIT6d  6UMTSS)
2 _eiorgmmols GunGeo

This analogy is for the second part of the previous
concept, namely, the need to do the Kainkaryams
with no other objective but to seek the pleasure of the
Lord. The Saasthras have laid down the Kainkaryams
that are to be submitted to the Lord as per the time
and place and the Prapannas are bound by them.

These are not to be looked upon as entailments
but as opportunities to serve the Lord in the way
He desires. When one performs the Kainkaryams
without seeking anything from the Lord, he is much
more likely to enjoy them than the one who does
them expecting specific rewards.

28. How the abode of king-in-waiting is illuminated
the night before the crowning (Utharakruthya
Adhikaaram):

Si9Gegsld Listewrll GUITSD IMRGLMINSS IMsfuled
eflen&GasHN emeus@GLMI GUTGed

If a prince were to be crowned as the king the next
day, then, his palace would be lit up with extravagant
lamps and it will be all glow and radiance the
previous night. Similarly, for Prapannas, the world is
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the dark place of Samsara and their Acharyas are the
ones who with their luminous knowledge dispelled
the darkness.

The coronation for the kingdom of Moksha is to
take place in the future and till that time, one has to
repeatedly acknowledge with gratitude the mercy of
one's Acharya who is the sole reason for his good
fortune. The Acharyan can never be repaid by any
means. The least we can and must do is to serve our
Acharyan with our mind, body, heart and soul.

29. How the king feels if his son is feted
(Purushaarthakaashta Adhikaaram):

ITRNe|6E& DMR&LDNT 2 Lisomeopbd GUmGed

This chapter of Purushartha kaashtaadhikaaram
is devoted by Swami Desika to emphasise that
Bhagavathas are more important than Bhagwan
Himself and hence for our Kainkaryams to be
complete, they should be submitted to Bhagavathas
also. In short, the cornerstone of Kainkaryam to the
Lord is Bhagavatha Kainkaryam.

o K4 <

Since Bhagavathas are close to his Heart, there is
no contradiction of terms in that we are not paying
obeisance to any other entity but to that of the Lord
Himself. Just as the king is overjoyed to see his son
being feted by his servants, and watches with pride
and indulgence, Sriman Narayana is extremely
pleased if we do service to the Bhagavathas.

30. How the king who receives many garlands
and gifts distributes them to his servants and pets
(Purushaarthakaashta Adhikaaram):

SOCUBHSITEIMIL  GVCUSEHSG 6O6VEBIMENT [TERM, SHIT6TT  Lp6GoTL
SLITERTSEDSWID GSLL LDTEDEOEDUILLD, HIQUITTEEBEDLUISLD
SHEWETT SIS EHEOLUIAID &HpS5HC0 GBI CUTGed
One might wonder as to how a Prapanna can accept
another person albeit a Bhagavatha as his Master
when he has already sworn his allegiance to the
Lord alone. It is not only the Will of the Lord that
we should treat other Bhagavathas as our Masters,
but they are in fact our Masters in that they are the
soul of the Lord Himself. ("Jnani tu atmaiva me
matham" — I deem Jnani (the knowledgeable) to be
Myself — Bhagavath Gita 7.18).

Since Sriman Narayana is our Master, He can use
us in any manner He desires and he can subject
us to other Masters too. Just as the King, who has
received many garlands, gifts, etc., magnanimously
distributes them to his servants and pets, the Lord
ordains that a Bhagavatha be the Master of another
and His Will prevails as He is the Absolute Master.
To draw a contemporary parallel, we see that
politicians distribute the Ponnadais (shawls) given
to them to his underlings!

(to be continued...)
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SVDD thanks Sri R. Srinivasan
for sponsoring this month's issue of Desika Sandesam
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