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Sri Vedantha Desikar Devasthanam's
'Kamala Thothadri Hall',

a new Multi-purpose Facility for
conducting small functions, upanyasams,
music programmes, etc., available for
rent at No. 25/13, Chitrakulam South
Street, Mylapore, Chennai - 600 004.
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Further details at the temple office.
Phone: 044-24953799,
044-43863747.
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A Milestone of Faith, Readership And Bonding

FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

It is with profound gratitude and a deep
sense of fulfilment that the Trust Board
of the Devasthanam places on record |,

the momentous occasion of the release
of the 100th issue of Desika Sandesam. |
This milestone was celebrated in a
grand function held at the Devasthanam
on July 18, graced by an assembly of |
venerable vidwans and devout patrons
whose presence elevated the event to a |8
truly memorable spiritual and intellectual
experience. In a highlight of the function,

the proceedings were streamed live,

enabling a much larger audience of devotees from across the globe to participate virtually in this historic
celebration — a testament to the magazine's enduring reach and the boundless bond between the temple
and its far-flung family of readers.

More than just a publication, Desika Sandesam has been a sacred bridge — a bond of faith that has lovingly
connected the Devasthanam with its readers and devotees. For a hundred issues, this magazine has carried
not merely articles, but the living voice of our Acharyas, the fragrance of our Utsavams, and the warmth of a
community united in devotion. Its pages have documented the vibrant festivals of the temple — this month :
Aadi Garudan, symbolising Gajendra Moksham, Andal Utsavam and Vellikkizhamai Thayar Utsavams
where the Goddess ascended different vahanams — allowing readers to partake in the temple's celebrations
even from afar.

The 100th issue was formally released by the esteemed centenarian scholar, Sri U.Ve. Azhisur Srinivasachariar
Swami. The first copy was received by the Sribhashya Simhasanam Sri U.Ve. Villlur Karunakarachariar
Swami. The dais was further graced by Sri U.Ve. Devanarvilagam Padmanabhacharyar Swami, Srikaryam of
Sri Ahobila Mutt, and Sri U.Ve. Ananthapadmanabhacharyar Swami, Editor of Sri Nrusimhapriya, alongside
the octogenarian Editor of Desika Sandesam, Sri U.Ve. Nelvoy Sowmyanarayanacharyar Swami. Together,
this galaxy of scholars offered the audience a rich and unforgettable listening experience.

As we reflect on this milestone, we recognise that Desika Sandesam is far more than a magazine. It is the
heartbeat of a community — a sacred space where faith meets scholarship, where the temple reaches out to
its devotees, and where readers, whether near or far, find themselves at home in the presence of the Divine.
It is, in every sense, a milestone of faith, readership and bonding.

The Trustees also place on record their sincere thanks to Sri S. Balajee for donating a stone-studded golden
waist band to Perumal.

May the divine blessings of Lord Srinivasa, Sri Peyazhwar, and Swami Vedanta Desikan continue to guide
Desika Sandesam in its mission for many more years to come — and may the bond between the temple and

ar

its devotees grow ever deeper, ever sweeter, and ever eternal. vis
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We are also happy to inform our readers that,
based on requests from several parents in
our community, Desika Sandesam will soon
introduce a special Matrimonial Column in
the magazine as a free service to our society.

New Matrimonial Column

Interested parents may share the details of
prospective brides and bridegrooms, and this
new feature is proposed to be introduced
soon. Parents who wish to participate may
kindly send the details in advance so that
they can be included in the upcoming issue.

- Trustees
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Important Tenets Of Our Sampradaya
Varadacharya’s Glowing Obeisance To His Father-Acharya

Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

nother Swami Desika’s Vaarshika Uthsavam

(Annual Festival) is around the corner. This
year’s Thirunakshathram of the great Acharya, the
completion of 758 years, falls on September 22 and
the celebration will commence nine days ahead,
that is on the 13th. The Avathara Day will as usual
feature a grand Mangalaasaasanam, Procession, and
Saatrumurai.

For all of us, general devotees, Swami Desika is
an Acharya; and some among us may even hold
him as god. But Varadacharya or Nayinaaraacharya
has the unique distinction of having two additional
relationships — the Master is his father as well as the
Brahmopadesa Acharya. How fittingly has he repaid
Swami Desika for the special privilege?

Kumara Varadacharya, along with Brahma-thanthra
Swathanthra Jeeyar, was the principal disciple of
Swami Desika. He composed the hymn ‘Sri Desika
Mangalam’ in Sanskrit and the Prabandham °Pillai
Anthaadhi’ in Tamil on his illustrious father. These
are the most widely-known and most frequently-
recited works on Swami Desika.

In this Note, we shall take a look at the essence of
the first 10 Paasurams of ‘Pillai Anthaadhi’. This
Prabandham has been modeled on ‘Ramanusa
Nootranthaadhi’ of Thiruvarangath-Amudhanar.
Exemplary devotion is the hallmark of this exquisite
Prabandham, as can be seen from the summary of
each Pasuram.

Just for the record, 19 of the 20 Paasurams contain
the word ‘Thooppul’, the exception being the fifth

(Sietin)  BeuayeoBemesT Sp&HE..)
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1. LDMLDELIT LD6BT6OIL  LDMRIEWS. ..

The feet of Thooppul Pillai — who sings the praise of
Sri Ramanuja who sought the feet of Nammazhwar
who had adorned the feet of the Lord Sriman
Narayana and Goddess Mahalakshmi — is atop
my head.

2. 6\getienll GUETUIMTRIG...

O, people! Will we all have the great fortune of
having the feet of the famed Swami Desika setting
on our head forever? If that happens, the world of
Naraka will get destroyed and we will ever enjoy
the bliss of Moksha.

3. LnBesESHTHWLL...

There is no refuge other than the singing the glory
of the blemishless Lord of Thooppul who, provided
us the essence of all the Sasthras and Vedas as also
the path of Saranaagathi, and forever, sang the praise
of Sri Ramanuja.

4. 2 b 6UmSHUNEEM6D. .

There is no refuge for us other than the philosophy
professed by Thooppul Pillai who had the great
grace of Sri Ramanuja, who permanently had Lord
Varadaraja, who emerged from the altar of sacrifice
performed by Brahma, and Perundevi in his hearts.
5. Oletim BeU6YOBEMEIT Dp&Hd...

It was the Lord who created the universe in days of
yore, gave out the great Saasthras for us and assumed
the Venkata hills as His abode. It was also the same
Lord who was later born as Guru Venkatanatha and
averted the worldly diseases, that is the distresses
of Samsara.

6. elssaett Geudwiedr...

The moment I chanted the sacred names of Vedantha
Desika, who, by his sheer all-round mastery,
conquered all logicians, all my grave sins got
vanished!

7. NemesI&HM6T 2_LD&HS...

0, sins! You ought to look for some other place, for,
your tendency to distress me is no longer sustainable.
The reason is the noble Lord of Thooppul, whose
mind is full of the great works of Sri Ramanuja, has
entered my mind and has come to stay there.
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8. ewunhIl Lelgesiev...

0, foolish people! You don’t seem to know how to
avoid the trap of Naraka. Listen! Worship the feet
of the great Lord of Thooppul and you will get rid
of all your distresses.

9. alETHSHD RBSHSLD. ..

Those who attain Thooppul Pillai, who always spoke
about the greatness of Sri Ramanuja, as the refuge,
will be bestowed with commendable attributes like
obedience, humility, good habits and conduct and
compassion; the undesirable ones like bad company,
ignorance, sins and mental filth will keep away.

10. SiewLueu Seflewevr MHM...

O, the Lord of Thooppul who uproots the sins of
those who attain you! You are the Kalpa tree for
those who realise your greatness. Kindly bless me
with the fortune of attaining your feet by completely
uprooting the miseries of Samsara.

1. &HusCD er6tTyy]...

O, the master of many an art form! Proficient poet!
Wondrous one of Thooppul hailed by devotees! I will
not call men of this world as the Kalpa tree nor will
I get myself distressed by going through the rigours
of penance standing on a mountain. (Hence) Bless
me with Moksha, the ultimate thing!

12. QUNEHeTTEnTg QESTMLD. .

O, Vedantha Desika of profound knowledge! Our
Lord of Thooppul! There is no means (of salvation)
that T possess. And also, owing to ignorance, |
practise exactly the opposite of the noble ways of
Vedic seers. Alas! I do not have any means except
your grace henceforth. So, bless me!

13. SpONS  6TETTELD. .

O, Lord of Thooppul forever having red, golden
form! I do not have the ability to exclusively observe
the tough Karma Yoga, Jnaana Yoga or Bhakthi
yoga, considered as the means (to Moksha); nor do
I possess the requisite austerity. Have not obtained
the unwavering faith in the distinguished means
(Prapaththi). (This being the case) I shall not,
henceforth, forget your feet.

14. BetusD HedTevileyILb. ..

The unblemished Lord of Thooppul! I have no direct
devotion to your feet; nor do I have affinity towards
those devotees who have attained your feet. Alas!
What’s the use of realising this now? Bless me in
your own way. Please help me with your grace!
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15. 2_etTevTheiT SHedTn...

O, the light of the famous Thooppul clan! I have
no good means other than your grace. Therefore,
considering my wellbeing, you get rid of my two
strong Karmas — good and bad. Extend your great
grace by blessing me with the means (Prapaththi)
prescribed by the pristine Ashtakshara!

16. eflengand GamsL GeunLieflev...

O, saviour from Thooppul! Bless me with pure
devotion to the Lord who dwells in Thiruvenkatam
like a lamp in whose chest His loving Consort lotus
dame lives forever and your unflinching devotees!
Also remove the state of sham devotion (from me).

17. SI6UEOIT 6GITRIGET. ..

O, saviour of all and the king of the Thooppul clan!
You attained proficiency in both Divya Prabandham
and the Vedas with the grace of and by worshipping
the honey-oozing feet of Appullaar, the chief of the
Kidambi clan who is saviour to us all. Pray, protect
us!

18. SimeT S Sprewr CsdlsGeu!...

O, Vedantha Desika who blesses (those who attain
him)! Our Lord of Thooppul! One who emerged as
the lion among poets and logicians! You snuffed the
life out of debaters of other faiths. Please listen to
this submission I make with (two) folded hands! O,
handsome! Bless me so that my heart (always) thinks
about your devotees!

19. O\BMEWILIT 2 _H&HGID GIEWETIILIQ. ..

O, gem of the Thooppul clan! Hail to the pair of feet
coveted by your devotees! Hail to your pure, smiling
face! Hail to the hand with the ‘Vyaakhya’ Mudhra!
Hail to the stunning Thiruman Kaappu! Hail to your
form (Thirumeni) adorned with Thulasi chain, lotus
chain and Yajnopaveetham!

20. QUQAIDSIHS 6U6TT SITLILIEd 6UETEIT6D. ..

I have meticulously composed this Anthaadhi of
twenty Paasurams on the soft (lotus) feet of the
handsome benefactor of Thooppul for devotees to
recite. Those who patronise this by reciting daily
with resolve will have their head decorated with the
soft feet of the Lord of Thooppul.

So, as prescribed in the final verse, let us daily recite
this glowing salutation to Swami Desika and be the
recipients of his unbridled grace!

(to be continued...)
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L.

Swami Desika — Master of Analogy @

100 Gems from Srimath Rahasya-thraya Saaram

Smt. Padmalatha Sridharan, Chennai

Analogical Gems 21 to 25

21. How even an inept person finds a treasure
effortlessly (Kruthakruthya Adhikaaram):

“ I GHETBE SULSHLONE LADMBSEIIT OLMLDM GLTGe
Once a person has performed Prapathi, he has
fulfilled all his obligations and hence there is nothing
left for him to do in the sphere of attainment of
Moksha. He is called “Kruthakruthyan”- (meaning
“one who has done what he had to do”). He can
spend the remaining years on earth without any fear
or fervour, reposing his faith in Lord Krishna’s words
in the Charama Sloka — “Maa Sucha:” (do not worry).
Sriman Narayana is the Ultimate Constant and
Omnipotent and once He has taken a Prapanna into
His fold, (which he does during Prapathi itself) the
Prapanna can rest assured of his incredible fortune
for the simple act of his done once.

It so happens that sometimes an inept person, without
any effort, finds a treasure which is unattainable to
others. Similarly, a Prapanna, who has renounced
other fruits except Moksha and discarded other
means of attaining God, like Bhakti Yoga and
reposed his faith in the Lord through Prapathi, gains
the supreme fortune of reaching Sri Vaikuntam once
he leaves the earth.

22. How when the king’s servants anoint garlands
and jewels over his shirt, they know it is for the
king’s pleasure and has nothing to do with the shirt
(Kruthakruthya Adhikaaram):

“ImmGavesiT  ITRTeHSE &LenLGEE  LDTEDELEHILILD
SHUTTTSHMSU|D  SLLTEYLD,
gngneflesr  LUfSGw  UgGungmonss aOselbSmaseLonL
GG

FLewLUNEL Floussnhm

This is a wonderful analogy used in a lighter vein by
Swami Desika, which answers a pertinent question
that could arise in the minds of all Prapannas.

There is an oft-repeated query in the question-answer
section of religious journals in our Sampradaya —
“I have performed Prapathi as I have realised that
Sriman Narayana is the Supreme Reality. So, is it
correct that I pray to other Gods during my daily
and routine ablutions, like Sandhyavandhanam and
Amavasya Tharpanam, etc., as the Manthras seem
to be in praise of other Gods?”
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Swami Desika explains thus: When a servant adorns
his master with garlands and jewels he has to
necessarily anoint them over his shirt but he knows
fully well that the adornment is not for the shirt
but for the pleasure of the king! The lesser Gods or
pretenders to Godliness are but bodies to Sriman
Narayana.

Lord Krishna Himself declared thus in the Bhagavath
Gita — “Slapb e evier wEEHMEMD GUIES & LL:
[50] &

(I am the one who is worshipped in all Yajnaas™). So,
all rituals are routed ultimately to Sriman Narayana
only.

23. How the Lord’s dictum is understood by the
Mukthas (Kruthakruthya Adhikaaram):

“UrswengeldsunoLymee AIITTWITEN WPSHSDIL
GUNGe

This is in continuation of the previous analogy. The
whole edifice of our Sampradaya is built upon Sarira-
Sariri bhava (i.e. our souls are bodies to Sriman
Narayana’s Soul). So, any paeans to other Gods
would ultimately end up with Sriman Narayana since
they are also Jivas (sentients) just like us.

Sage Jaimini is of the view that all words if split
up phonetically and studied, would be found to be
referring to Sriman Narayana only. So, a person has
to perform all the rituals and actions as laid down
in the Saasthras with the prescribed Manthras. He
need not concern himself with the presumed import
as it is Sriman Narayana who is ultimately denoted
by all the Manthras.

But a word of caution here: This principle holds
good only for those rituals and actions as laid down
in the Saasthras, since only they enlighten us about
the Lord’s dictum. We cannot extend it so as to
apply to all our other actions or those which are
outside the scope of the Saasthras. We who live on
the earth have to follow the Holy Scriptures which
represent the Lord’s dictum as we cannot receive it
directly like the Mukthas (those who reside in Sri
Vaikuntam). But we are no less fortunate in that we
have received it through the Saasthras as He Himself
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has stated “s@8 svib@Si o gen Swgmn (the Vedas
and Smruthis are only My orders).

24. How a person who has sold a major part of
his native land and retained a small portion for
sentimental reasons, feels towards his property
(Utharakruthya Adhikaaram):

“LpndmellememwnrLsSCeo HNSLEMmS LS ES
Q@ TesTELILITERITT LG

Here Swami Desika delineates how a Prapanna
should view his stay on this earth — Once a person
has realised his true nature and performed Prapatti,
his remaining sojourn on the Earth is as per the wish
of the Lord and he has to be detached from all the
happenings.

A person may have sold off a major portion of his
inherited land but might have retained/rented out a
small portion for himself for sustenance. He would
display a sort of detached attachment towards his
property — it serves him currently as a means of
livelihood but he is no longer the owner of it all.
Similarly, a Prapanna cannot renounce everything
and live like an ascetic as he has to make his
livelihood till his end, and has to worship the Lord
everyday with some offerings.

However, he should have no material desires and
so shouldn’t consider anything as entirely his. He
should spend his time in the study of scriptures,
contemplation of the Lord’s nature, form, qualities,
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etc. and submit all his actions (karmas) for the
pleasure of the Lord.

25. How a dam should be built in time to control
sudden floods (Utharakruthya Adhikaaram):

“AEdD BEEG e GaTab HauEHGe

This analogy and the next one are in answer to the
question of how a Prapanna should spend the rest of
his life and what his thoughts should be. In effect, it
is an instruction on the “Art of Living”.

We see that some people, who have performed
Prapathi at an advanced age, lament that they wasted
so many years of their life and they have little time
left to experience the Lord’s mercy. Be that as it
may, they should spend their life meditating upon
the Lord’s mercy in gratitude of His acceptance now,
and in anticipation of the wonderful fortune awaiting
them. They should not lose sight of their obligations
arising as per their Varna and Asrama and should
strive to fulfil them.

A dam should be built before the floods arrive and
there is no point in building it once the floods have
subsided after causing havoc. Similarly, a Prapanna
should not consider himself ineligible to approach
the Lord in view of his past deeds, distance himself
and drift away. He should not lose his perspective and
has to perform his duties (kainkaryams) as per the
Lord’s dictum explicitly laid down in the Saasthras.

(to be continued...)
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N. Seshadri & Family,
Flat No. 11, Lakshmi,
8/16, Justice Sundaram Road,
Myapore, Chennai 600 004.
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Kimsuka Narasimhan,
: S. Narasimhan & Pushpa Narasimhan
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SVDD thanks Sri N. Seshadri & Family, Kimsuka Narasimhan,
S. Narasimhan & Pushpa Narasimhan for sponsoring this month's issue of Desika Sandesam
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