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IMPORTANCE OF TEMPLES MANAGEMENT
FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

isiting Temple is part and parcel of our life. It is
Vtrue that God lives in the temple not as a mere
statue or an image, but as a living and breathing
entity. The temple administration must, through a
host of Archakas, Kainkaryaparas and attendants,
ensure that He is served with great honour, devotion
and diligence, and treated respectfully like a king
from the time He wakes up in the early hours until
He goes to bed.

The temple, for all practical purposes, is a
universe in itself where the Gods dwell and interact
with humans at a very personal and intimate level.
The expression idol worship in Hinduism is a
complete misnomer, used by some to degrade the
religion.

In Sanatha Dharma, we do not worship mere
stones or wooden idols, but worship a living and
breathing form of God who lives inside the body
that is made of stone, wood or other materials.
Because of it, they are treated with utmost respect,
as if God is present personally to bless the devotees.
Their power and eminence depend upon how long
they are present on earth, how they are installed and
how many people offer them regular worship.

A deity’s power increases in proportion to the
fervour of His or Her devotees. More the number
of devotees visiting a temple and frequently
worshipping the deity, the more power is gained
by the God from the offerings made. Thus the
deity develops the ability to fulfl the wishes of the
worshippers.

In other words, although the same deity resides
in several temples, in each temple the deity has a
different potency. If they are regularly worshipped,
they become active and powerful, radiate positive
energy, strengthen the roots of dharma, and help
more people to become spiritual and work for their
liberation.

Therefore, it becomes the duty (dharma) of
every Hindu to visit temples and offer worship.
Similarly, the temples have to ensure that the

deities are regularly worshipped and more devotees
are attracted to them. It cannot happen unless the
worship is conducted according to the Agama
Sasthras and by Archakas who are well-versed in the
rituals. With their knowledge and prayers, they can
keep the deities well nourished and well attended. It
is also essential that the temple has to be kept clean
and tidy always.

Voluntary service

As an abode of God, a temple is also an institution.
It requires an organised and professional approach
to manage the temple activities. In this regard, our
Temple is blessed with various voluntary institutions
pertaining to Veda Parayanam, Adhyapakam
and Sripada Kainkaryam, and so on. The selfkss
service of the office-bearers and members of these
associations in carrying out the day to day activities
and rituals at our temple is worth mentioning.

We also wish to thank the devotees who
participate in large numbers in all our festivities and
also keep our temple neat.

Starting with this issue, there will be feature
articles on our Archakars, Kainkaryaparas and
other voluntary institutions who are all pillars of
our Temple.

Invoking Varuna

The rains have failed during the last monsoon in
the city and the repercussions have already started.
The water levels are fast receding and the picture
for the future is scary. Prayers are a mode of seeking
remedy for any adverse situation. Hence, the temple
management has initiated a drive — continuous group
chanting of the Thiruppaavai verse ‘Azhimazhaik
Kanna’ as frequently as possible. The fist two
sessions were held on Feb. 2 and 10.

In another such measure, the temple organised
a discourse on ‘Virata Parva’ of the Mahabharata
by Sri U. Ve. Karunakarachariar Swami which was
at Desika Bhavanam on Feb. 10.

We fervently hope the Lord answers our
prayers!
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Sevilimedu Raghavan, Another Devotee,
41-A, Seethammal Road, & Mylapore,
Chennai 600018. Chennai 600004.
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SVDD thanks Sri Sevilimedu Raghavan & Another Devotee
for sponsoring this month's issue of Desika Sandesam
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